
Kuwait accepts Iraqi probe with conditions 

KUWAIT (R) — Hawaii accepts an Iraqi proposal for the 
formation of an international team to probe the fate of Kuwaitis 
missing since the Gulf war provided it includes the emirate's allies 
and works case by case, a newspaper reported. Kuwait also wants 
investigators to search inside Iraq for the 600 missing Kuwaitis 
detained during Iraq s 1990-91 occupation and believed still held 
by Baghdad, A1 Watan daily quoted Kuwait’s top official working 
on the issue as saying. It was not immediately dear if a search 
inside Iraq was also a formal condition of Kuwaiti acceptance. 
•The president of the National Committee of Prisoners of War and 
Missing People, Sheikh Salem A1 Sabah, announced Kuwait’s 
approval of die Iraqi initiative to form a fact-finding and searching 
committee to discuss the issue of Kuwaiti prisoners of war (PoWs) 
in Iraq- Sheikh Salem said in an exclusive statement to A1 Watan 
that investigation and search of the Kuwaiti Po Ws inside Iraq is the 
practical step that Kuwait awaits.” 


An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 
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Bashir accuses Museveni of bias 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s leader Lieutenant-Genera I Omar 
Hassan At Bashir, just back from peace talks in Nairobi, has 
accused Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni of being biased 
against Sudan. Uganda is part of a regional grouping which is 
mediating between the Sudanese government and the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army fSPLA) ro try to end their 1 1 -year-old 
civil war. The other members of the group, t IGADD) the 
Intergovernmental Authority for Drought and Development, are 
Kenya. Ethiopia and Eritrea. The group’s heads of state met both 
Gen. Bashir and leaders of the two main rebel factions in Nairobi, 
Kenya on Monday to see whether the positions of the two sides 
could be brought closer. Speaking at Khartoum airport on his 
return, Gen. Bashir said Mr. Museveni was not qualified to 
mediate in the conflict in Sudan because he was not neutral. He 
referred to an accusation last week made by Mr. Museveni when 
the Ugandan leader accused Khartoum of not doing enough for 
peace and called for sanctions to be imposed on Sudan. “How can 
you be a mediator when you are asking for sanctions to be imposed 
— *■.. j — o.. *»— ■ 1 — — ra dio as asking. 


i Sudan?" Gen. Bashir was quoted t 
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U.S. forces expand control 
of Haiti amid mixed signals 

Aristide unhappy with Port-au-Prince accord 


: PORT-au-PRINCE (Agen- 

J ;• ties) — U.S. troops extended 
their control on Haiti on 
' Tnesday here and in the pro- 

• vinces, as Haitian police 
violently broke up raucous 

: pro-Aristide demonstrations 
- in which one man was killed. 

In New York, ousted Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 

• : in his first public comment 


since U.S. troops landed in 
his country, pointedly failed 
to endorse President Bill 
Clinton’s agreement with 
Haiti’s military rulers on a 
transfer of power. 

Aides to Mr. Aristide said 
a 15-line statement from the 
exiled president was deliber- 
ately silent on the Sunday 
night deal that allowed 


15,000 U.S. troops into Haiti 
and meant to signal deep 
disagreement with Mr. Clin- 
ton on bow to remove the 
country’s military rulers from 
power. 

At a White House event, 
Mr. Clinton ignored a ques- 
tion about Mr. Aristide’s 
statement. 

A senior U.S. official said 



" A Haitian civilian argues with 
(AJFP photo) 


Haitian policeman outside Port-au-Prince Harbour 


William Gray, President 
Clinton's special envoy in the 
Haiti crisis, and national 
Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake were to meet with Mr. 
Aristide late Tuesday to try 
to persuade him to back the 
accord. 

The two men, accompa- 
nied by a Pentagon official, 
will reassure Mr. Aristide 
that Washington was not rec- 
ognising the military-installed 
Jonassaint government. They 
will also insist that the accord 
“achieves the baric objectives 
that were sought,” the offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Aristide, a 41-year-old 
Catholic priest turned politi- 
cian who championed the 
cause of Haiti’s impover- 
ished, did issue a statement 
Tuesday but it made no men- 
tion of the accord. 

“During the 36 months 
since the coup d’etat we have 
travelled with the people of 
Haiti back toward this demo- 
cracy — choosing a path that 
will not add to the 5,000 
murders already suffered, a 
path that will not lead toward 
greater violence,” be said. 

Oddly, that statement 
pleased the U.S. State De- 
partment which had feared a 

(Continued on page 7) 
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'Thinner causes 
blast 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
' Civil Defence Department 
said Tuesday that a limited 
Explosion occurred at a re- 
sidential bouse in ibe Fourth 
Circle area, resulting in 
minimal material losses and 
Brno injuries. It said the explo- 
~rion occurred after a contain- 

- er of thinner stored in the 
•-house caught fire. 

. Egypt to block changes 
-in U.N. resolution 

r CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will 
-r block any Israeli and U.S. 
, . anempts to change U.N. re- 
: solutions concerning the fu- 
ture of Jerusalem, Egyptian 

- Foreign Minister Amr Musa 

- said Tuesday. “Egypt’s posi- 
non is that resolutions that 

. deal with — items that have 

- not been discussed like Jeru- 
salem, refugees and settle- 
ments should not be 

: touched," Mr. Musa told 
' journalists at Cairo airport, 
' as he prepared to leave for 
the United States where he 
will attend the U.N. General 
' Assembly meeting this Fri- 
. . day. Arab foreign ministers 
will hold meetings alongside 
the assembly to discuss “the 
(U.N.) resolutions concern- 
ing the Middle East which the 
1 1 United States and Israel want 
to change," Mr. Musa said. 

Fabius, ex-ministers 
■ to be charged 

. PARIS (AP) — Former 
; Socialist Premier Laurent 
Fabius and two former minis- 
ters are to be charged later 
■- this month with complicity in 
. poisoning Hemophiliacs who 
* died after receiving AIDS- 
. tainted blood products. 

; Police close probe 
iiinto Saudi gems 


. Bangkok (afp) — Thai 

police are ready to take 29 
-people, including a former 
r- national police chief, to court 
: for their role in the Saudi 
>‘gems case, the bead of the 
'investigative unit said Tues- 
day. Police submitted five 
cases involving seven police 
r officers and 22 civilians to the 
•state prosecutor's office 
Tuesday, police General 
? Cham Rananatham told re- 
porters. Under Thai law. the 
prosecutor must decide 
■:* whether to proceed with the 
-cases, he said. The most 
: senior officials named were 
> former police chief Sawasdi 
Amornvivai and the police 
force’s legal advisor, Gen. 


Ross reports seriousness for 
peace after meeting Assad 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross met 
with President Hafez A1 
Assad for six hours Tuesday 
seeking to revive stalled 
peace talks with Israel and 
said Syria was serious about 
seeking a settlement. 

But "officials on both sides 
gave no indication that any 
breakthrough was imminent 
in getting the negotiations, 
stalled since February, going 
again. 

Mr. Ross, who arrived in 
Damascus Tuesday morning, 
said he and Mr. Assad had 
discussed the issues “at great 
length and detail.” 

He said he would fly to 
Israel to meet with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, after 
which he will return to 
Washington to report to Pres- 
ident BUI Clinton and Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. He left soon after. 

Asked if he saw a better 
possibility of peace after his 
meeting with Mr. Assad, Mr. 
Ross, the U.S. peace talks 
coordinator, said he felt there 
was a lot of seriousness about 
achieving peace and “well be 
working in that direction." 

It was not known if Mr. 
Ross brought any new ideas 
from Washington, which has 
so far foiled to get the nego- 
tiations moving once more. 

But Joubran Kourieh, Mr. 
Assad’s spokesman, told re- 
porters that Mr. Ross had 
conveyed to Mr. Assad a 
message from Mr. Clinton 


containing a renewed U.S. 
commitment to the three- 
year-old peace effort and 
achieving a comprehensive 
settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

He gave no details, but 
disclosed that Mr. Ross told 
Mr. Assad that Mr. Christ- 
opher will visit the region in 
the first half of October “to 
continue the American effort 
to push the peace process 
forward." 

Mr. Christopher, who had 
earlier been expected to visit 
the region this month, has 
made four shuttle missions 
since February in a vain 
effort to get the peace talks 
moving again. 

Mr. Ross met with Mr. 
Assad after being driven 
from the aiTport along' a high- 
way lined with large banners 
declaring “Peace is a noble 
end and a prized objective" 
and “Peace is the only substi- 
tute for war,” 

It was the first time there 
bad been such a public dis- 
play in favour of peace, 
although the banners also de- 
manded that peace be just, 
comprehensive, and include 
the return of Arab lands. 

The two were joined by 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sbaraa. Syria's 
Ambassador to Washington 
Walid Al Muallem and U.S. 
Ambassador here Christ- 
opher Ross, a Syrian official 
said. 

Mr. Christopher’s last Mid- 


dle East tour in August failed 
to revive Syrian-Israeli nego- 
tiations. 

But Mr. Rabin said he de- 
tected a shift in Mr. Assad's 
stance in favour of peace 
after comments made by the 
Syrian president 10 days ago.- 

Mr. Assad told the Syrian 
parliament that Damascus 
was “aware of the objective 
requirements of peace and is 
ready to conform to the re- 
quirements on which an 
accord will be based.” 

Mr. Rabin had offered 
Syria a “marginal" withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights 
over three years to allow for 
normalisation of ties while 
the fell extent of the pullout 


Mr. Sbaraa last month said 
his country wants a withdraw- 
al from the strategic heights 
seized by Israel in the 1967 
war over several months, not 
years. 

Syria has been calling for a 
commitment to a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
before it announces the terms 
of peace, while Israel wants a 
pledge for a fell peace first. 

Mr. Rabin said Monday 
there were still four obstacles 
in the way of peace with Syria 
— “the scale of the Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, the timetable of the 
withdrawal, the link between 
the withdrawal and norma- 
lisation of ties, and security 

(Continued on page 7) 


His Majesty King Hussein on Tnesday sees off His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan (Petra photo) 


Prince Hassan leaves for Europe 
and U.N., will also meet Peres 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
left Amman for the United 
Kingdom on Tuesday on the 
first leg of a three-country 
visit during which he is ex- 
pected to meet with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres in Washington, in- 
formed sources said. 

After a several-day private 
visit to Britain and France, 
the Crown Prince, who was 
seen off at the airport By His 
Majesty King Hussein, will 
travel to the United States 
where he will address the 
U.N. General Assembly on 
the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the world 


body. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that Prince 
Hassan’s meeting with Mr. 
Peres will be attended by 
U.S. Vice-President Al 
Gore, who cancelled a pre- 
viously confirmed trip to the 
Kingdom due to leg injury. 

The sources said Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
could also attend the meet- 

'"They said the meeting 
would address developments 
on the trilateral economic 
talks that were launched by 
Jordan, the U.S., and Israel 
in the Dead Sea area in July. 
They said the meeting which 
falls within the framework of 
the trilateral talks, will also 
discuss development on the 


bilateral Jordanian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

The trilateral negotiations 
are mainly concerned with 
economic development pro- 
jects, mainly a $2 billion mas- 
ter plan for the development 
of the Jordan Rift Valley 
which could include a canal 
linking the Red Sea to the 
Dead Sea. The canal would 
bring the water at the Dead 
Sea to a safe level and would 
allow for electricity genera- 
tion and water desalination 
projects. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Peres held their first public 
meeting in Washington last 
year under the auspices of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
The meeting resulted in the 
announcement of a joint 


U.S. -Jordanian-Israeli eco- 
nomic committee. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that Prince 
Hassan will meet with heads 
of st3te and other high- 
ranking officials who will be 
attending the current session 
of the U.N. General Assem- 
bly. 

The Crown Prince was also 
seen off at the airport by 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah. Prince 
Ghazi and Princess B asm ah. 
Prime Minister Majali. Chief 
of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and other 
officials. 

The Crown Prince is 
accompanied on the trip by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Badi'a Al Hassan. 


Israeli troops kill 
man at roadblock 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
shot and killed a Palestinian 
m the West Bank on Tuesday 
after they suspected he tried 
to avoid a check at an army 
roadblock, the army said. 

The incident began when a 
Palestinian drove up to the 
roadblock in the West Bank 
town of Ram, just north of 
Jerusalem. 

The man got out of the car, 
was handed a package by 
another Palestinian and tried 
to bypass the roadblock on 
foot, the army said. 

Soldiers called on the man 
to stop, but he ignored the 
orders and started running, 
the army said. Soldiers said 
they fired first in the air and 
then at the Palestinian, criti- 
cally wounding him, the army 
said. 

A Palestinian motorist 
took the wounded man to the 
West Bank's Ramall^h hos- 
pital, where he was dead on 
arrival writh a bullet in the 
abdomen, doctors there said. 

The army said it was inves- 
tigating the shooting. 


The Ram roadblock is one 
of dozens manned by the 
army at entty roads to Israel 
to enforce restrictions on 
Palestinian travel imposed in 
March 1992 after a wave of 
attacks on Israelis. 

The man’s death brought 
to 1,324 the number of 
Palestinians killed by Israeli 
troops and civilians since the 
December 19S7 start of the 
uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Palestinian sources later 
named the man as Ziad 
Mohammad Ai Dali, 22. He 
was the 20th Palestinian kil- 
led since autonomy was laun- 
ched in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May, they said. 

Gaza projects 

The Palestinian economic 
agency PECDAR has 
approved 19 projects to de- 
velop the shattered infras- 
tructure of Gaza and will 
start work on them im- 
mediately. a Palestinian offi- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Algeria resumes dialogue but Islamists absent 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia’s president and five opposi- 
tion parties took up talks 
again on Tuesday to try to 
chart the country’s future, 
but still without Muslim fun- 
damentalists seen to hold the 
key to ending a bloody crisis. 

■The talks resume this 
Tuesday raising more ques- 
tions than replies,” said the 
anti-Islamist newspaper 
Liberte, referring to the re- 
lease last week of three mem- 
bers of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) and 
transfer to house arrest from 

prison of its two top leaders. 

The official Algerian 
media said the talks opened 
under "new conditions” fol- 
lowing President Liamine 
ZerouaTs gesture to the FIS. 

But those present were the 


Islamist parries with at least 
significant regional support 
were absent, as well as the 
FIS, which before being ban- 
ned dominated a general 
election whose scrapping in 
1992 plunged the countnr into 
violence in which 10,000 peo- 
ple have died. 

Algerian rad*o said only 
the five parties which took 
part in three earlier rounds of 
talks with Mr. Zeroual since 

last month were at the meet- 
ing. 

Commentators in the anti- 

Islamist press questioned the 

point of pursuing talks with 
the five, among them the 
former ruling National Li- 
beration Front, who all 
favour inclusion of the FIS in 
resolving the violence and 
taking the country to a demo- 


One of the freed FTS men, 
Kamel Guemmazi, said in 
remarks published on Mon- 
day that neither he nor other 
FTS leaders had made any 
deal with the government 
although they would be will- 
ing to help, on certain condi- 
tions. 

He said the outlawed party 
would decide its position af- 
ter a meeting of its political 
and military chiefs. Such a 

meeting, he said, depended 
on the FIS being legalised 
again. 

“In these conditions, one 
can question the point of 
Tuesday’s meeting,” said Li- 
bere. “The five parties pre- 
sent no longer have anything 
to propose or claim now that 
the FIS can speak for itself.” 

The meeting was the first 
since the government deci- 


sion last week to free five FIS 
leaders. 

That initiative failed to 
bring the FIS into the meet- 
ing Tuesday at the presiden- 
tial palace. It was the fourth 
such session between govern- 
ment and opposition in a 
month. 

The junta wants to lay the 
groundwork for a negotiated 
settlement to the battle be- 
tween fundamentalists and 
Algeria’s secular current, 
which has left more than 
10,000 people dead since the 
government stopped the 
second round of general elec- 
tions in January '1992 to pre- 
vent a certain win by the FIS. 

The government banned 
the FIS, which has accused 
the authorities of corruption 
and mismanagement, and in- 
stalled a state of emergency. 


ares ting hundreds of Islamic 
militants. 

FTS said it spurned any part 
in the talks, wanting first to 
hold a meeting of its political 
leadership, including those 
inside Algeria and those ex- 
iled abroad, and armed Isla- 
mic factions. The front has 
insisted that all wings of its 
party be represented in any 
talks with the government. 

Hardline armed Islamic 
militant factions have step- 
ped up pressure on the 
Algiers junta in the last year, 
attacking hundreds of schools 
or government facilities 
around the country and 
targetting foreigners here, 
killing at least 59. 

On Monday, the Al Alam 
Al Siyasseh paper said con- 

(Continaed on page 7) 


King Juan Carlos to visit 
Jordan in November 

AMMAN (J.T.l — Spanish King Juan Carlos will on Nov. 
12 begin an official visit to the Kingdom during which he 
will hold talks with His Majestt King Hussein on bilateral 
relations, developments in the peace process and other 
issues of mutual concern, diplomatic sources said Tuesday. 

They said Queen Sofia will be accompanying the Spanish 
monarch on the visit, which will last for three days. 

King Juan Carlos last visited Jordan on a private visit in 
1986. Jordan and Spain enjoy good relations. 


The visit of Malaysian trade delegation 
to Jordan Sept. 23 - Oct. 3 


A trade delegation from Malaysia will be visiting Jordan from 
Sept. 29 - Oct 3 1994 Members of the delegation are interested 
to meet Jordanian businessmen'entrepreneurs to discuss the 
possibilities of cooperation in the following areas: 

1. Cooperation in the service industries including banking, insur- 
ance. tourism, shipping and forwarding, telecommunications 
and consultancy services. 

2. Joint-ventures in property development, construction, hotels and 
resorts development. 

3. Trading. 

4. Import of Malaysian products into Jordan including foodstuff, 
rubber products, plastic products, timber products, furniture, 
electronic and electrical products, office equipment, textile, 
household products, ceramic tiles, palm oil and palm oil 
products, iron and steel products, W 2 ter treatment system and 
petroleum products. 

A programme is being arranged for the members ot delegation to 
meet their counterparts from 0930-1200 hours on Sunday. Oct 2. 
at At Mukhtar Room. Inter Continental Hotel. Amman. 
Jordanian businessmen/entrepreneurs who are interested in the 
above are requested to make appointment by contacting any one 
of the following. 


Tel.: 6760S6 
Fax: 672088 

Contact: Miss Salwa, Miss Nadia 
(Please note that working hours are from 
- Thursday: 09:00-14:00 hrsi. 


Tel.: 6 15S29/6 1 5833/61 3835 


Contact: Mr. Abdullah Sani Baharin 

(The secretariat will be operating from Sept. 21 - On. 3. 1994 from 
08:30-17:00 hrs). 
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’s Gulf visits focus on economy 


ABU DHABI lAP) — Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor spoke Monday of Bri- 
tain's economic recovery and 
of plans to promote more 
trade with the oil-rich Gulf. 

He made his statement in 
S3udi Arabia before leaving 
for the United Arab Emi- 
rates. He stopped over in the 
two countries on his way to 
South Africa. 

‘ bu Dhabi, he met with 
UAE ibidem Sheikh 
Zaved Ben Sultan AJ 
Naha p .an. who awarded the 
British mini- " medal for 
his effort 10 de* W rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries. 

The rwo leaders held talks 
before the medal ceremony 
banquet. 

Sources said they focused 
on boosting economic rela- 
tions as well as military and 
defence cooperation. 

The UAE is 3 member of 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil which, in a weekend state- 
ment. urged the international 
community to maintain sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq when it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. Britain and the United 
States support this stance. 

“We in the West do not 
have anv differences with the 


Iraqi people,” Mr. Major 
said in Abu Dhabi. “The 
problem is with the Iraqi 
president. Saddam Hussein.” 
UAE trade with Britain 
last year rose to six billion 
dirhams (SI. 6 billion) com- 
pared to 5.2 billion dirhams 
(SI. 4 billion) in 1992. In the 
first quarter of this year, it 


useful. 

They discussed regional 
issues, the Middle East 
peacemaking process, the 
situation in Somalia and 
other topics, but not Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, he told repor- 


reached 1.5 billion dirhams 
(S414.9 million), according to 
the Abu Dhabi Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The balance of trade last 
year was in favour of Britain 
by 2 billion dirhams (S544 
million), the chamber said. 

Before leaving Saudi Ara- 
bia. Mr. Major met with Brit- 
ish businessmen in the king- 
dom and told them that Bri- 
‘.oln had reached a “historic 
turning point” on the path to 
economic recovery and was 
on the verge of economic 
growth not seen since World 
War II. according to the Brit- 
ish news agency. Press Asso- 
ciation. 

“We are playing for the 
long-term — ’ long-term 
prosperity, long-term jobs 
and long-term growth," he 
said. 

The British prime minister 
said his meeting Sunday with 
King Fahd was fruitful and 


Despite Mr. Major’s de- 
nial. Arab diplomats insisted 
Bosnia- Herzegovina was the 
main topic. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina is a 
top issue in the Islamic 
World, which wants the arms 
embargo against the Balkan 
republic lifted to enable their 
fellow Muslims to defend 
themselves against the over- 
whelming force of the Serbs. 


ing of sanctions against 
Serbia. 

Mr. Major called for poli- 
tical reconciliation between 
northern forces in neighbour- 
ing Yemen and southern 
secessionists who were defe- 
ated in a two-month civil war 
that ended July 7. 

Sana’a, in an official state- 
ment Monday, charged Mr. 
Major was interfering in its 
internal affairs. 


The diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
quoted King Fahd as saying 
the continuation of the cur- 
rent situation was unaccept- 
able and “a matter that is not 
condoned by heavenly be- 
hests and moral norms." 

“Western silence and espe- 
cially the European, has be- 
come non-acceptable to the 
Islamic public opinion,” they 
quoted King Fahd as saying. 

Britain has threatened to 
withdraw its forces from the 
Balkan republic if the ban is 
lifted and has sought an eas- 


“Those who are calling for 
reconciliation between the 
so-called north and south Ye- 
men should have the same 
keenness to achieve recon- 
ciliation between the north 
and the south of the United 
Kingdom and between its 
east and west," it said, allud- 
ing to the Irish problem. 


On Sunday, King Fahd 
held a banquet in Mr. Ma- 
jor's honour, attended by the 
leading state officials and 
royal princes. During the 
banquet, Mr. Major received 
the King Abdul Aziz Sasb of 
the First Order, the highest 
honour in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Major was accompa- 
nied by his wife Norma and a 
high-powered delegation of 
businessmen, scientists and 
sports personalities. 


Chance seen for change in 
circumcision 


By Eileen Ah Powell 
The ,lss'Xiated Press 


CAIRO — The practice of 
cutting girls’ genitals, wide- 
spread in Egypt but rarely a 
source of controversy, is sud- 
denly making newspaper 
headlines and government 
ministers are talking change. 

Widespread publicity on 
the long-taboo subject of 


female circumcision 
Gff when CNN International 
showed the procedure being 
performed on a 10-year-old 
gr-> who screamed in pain. 

:he cable network 
•• ::Jv er. raged criticism. 
i‘C3 dimes began 
•!!:? 'he one Sun- 
oa y in :r.t or pr ?ition daily A! 
•"'•Tc- ••Circumcision, a 
crr.ie r.cainst girls." 

Nov. i'emlni”;* and doctors, 
v ho: ? pie. 1 - stop the prac- 
t::? have been largely 
Snored, hop: tie attention 
will discredit the traditional 
view that the procedure is 
necessary to tame girls' sev- 

subertv. 


“It's been a shock for most 
people. But now the media’s 
coming irs. and there’s real 
interest by the government to 
do something,” said Aziza 
Hussein, head of a group 
working to stop the practice. 

The procedure, called 
genital mutilation or female 
circumcision, ranges from 
clipping the clitoris to remov- 
ing the external part of the 
sex organs. 

The CNN report angered 
the Egyptian government 
since it was aired during a 
U.N. population conference 
that the government hoped 
would showcase the nation. 

But the government 


already has promised change. 

Since the late 1950s, gov- 
ernment hospitals and ctinics 
have* not been allowed to 
perform the procedures, but 
there has been no action to 
stop it elsewhere. 

Now Health Minister Ali 
Abdul Fatah has promised to 
introduce a law banning the 
practice. He also has pledged 
support for Ms. Hussein’s 
group. 

The practice would not be 
easy to eradicate, however. 

Women’s groups say the 
genitals are cut on more than 
half of Egyptian girls, even 
those in middle-class urban 
families. The World Health 
Organisation estimates at 
least 80 million women have 
hod the procedure, most of 
them in Africa. 

Some attribute the practice 
to Islamic tradition, but it is 
not done in most Muslim 
countries. Others say it goes 
back to the time of the Phar- 
aohs. The most extreme form 
is called pharaonic circumci- 
sion. 

Parents, especially in vil- 
lages and Cairo slums, be- 
lieve they are helping their 
daughters. They think cir- 
cumcision is necessary for 
cleanliness and to protect a 
girl’s virginity before mar- 


Opponents say that girls 
wbo undergo botched opera- 
tions — generally performed 
by midwives or barbers with- 
out anesthesia — can bleed to 
death, suffer from chronic 
urinary infections and have 
life-threatening complica- 
tions in childbirth. 

The CNN report, broad- 
cast in Egypt on Sept. 7, 
showed a barber operating on 
the girl in a poor Cairo slum. 

Afterwards, in a rare step, 
police jailed the barber, the 


plumber who assisted him, a 
florist accused of helping 
arrange the videotaping and 
the girl’s father. The proce- 
dure is illegal unless per- 
formed in a medical facility, 
although the law has rarely 
been enforced. 

In a letter published this 
weekend in the pro- 
government AI Ahram news- 
paper, Egyptian radio em- 
ployee Afaf Zahran called it 
“a crime against Egypt at a 
time when the whole world 
was looking towards Cairo.” 

But psychiatrist Adel Abu 
Zahra, in a letter published in 
the same paper, chided critics 
who worry just about Egypt’s 
reputation. 

“I beg that our strong an- 
ger be employed in wiping 
out the crime of girls’ cir- 
cumcision, this ugly practice 
which distorts what God has 
created and is an aggression 
against the humanity of our 
girls,” he wrote. 

CNN correspondent Gayle 
Young, who produced the 
programme, says the report 
was not meant to embarrass 
Egypt but to show that “this 
practice is widely and openly 
done.” 

She added: *Tm gratified 
that people are discussing the 
issue. Now myths and mis- 
conceptions can be taken 
away." 

Cairo University medical 
school professor Mohammad 
Abu Al Ghar described it as 
“a deeply rooted social prob- 


lem.’ 


'Tf the whole Egyptian 
population felt deeply humili- 
ated by this incident, and the 
people deeply hurt, they have 
to remember that this harm 
continues day and night and 
everywhere, and that we 
have to move to solve the 
problem at its roots,” be said. 


Psychiatric 
exams for 


British 


soldiers 


NICOSIA (AP) — Three 
British soldiers being held in 
connection with the kidnap- 
ping and murder of a Danish 
tour guide were taken to hos- 
pital Tuesday for psychiatric 
examinations, police said. 

Each of the soldiers arrived 
at Nicosia general hospital in 
separate police cars from 
Lamaca where they have 
been in custody since Sept. 13 
when Louise Jensen, 23. was 
seized. 

No charges have been filed 
against the men, but police 
say they have confessed to 
Jensen’s murder. 

Jensen had been the Cyp- 
rus representative for the 
Danish tour agency Fritidsre- 
sor. She disappeared after 
being seized by three men 
who attacked her and a male 
friend as they rode a 
motorcycle in the popular 
beach resort of Ayia Napa, 
say police. 

Her battered body was 
found two days after in a 
shallow grave on farmland 
near Ayia Napa. Police said 
she had been severely beaten 
about the head and neck in a 
“brutal murder." 

Her body was flown home 
to Denmark on Monday, the 
English-language daily, Cyp- 
rus Mail, reported. 

The soldiers, dressed in 
civilian clothes and each 
handcuffed to a police offic- 
er, were rushed past journal- 
ists and photographers and 
into the hospital Tuesday 
morning without making any 
comment. 

Police, who have not 
offered a motive for Jensen's 
slaying, would not say what 
they were seeking from the 
examinations. 


EU details its role in multilateral phase 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) considers 
that improvements on the 
ground are a key element 
in the success of the Middle 
East peace process, and, as 
such, it is closely involved 
in a multitude of develop- 
ment projects in the region, 
a European Community 
newsletter says. 

The newsletter, pub- 
lished by the Delegation of 
the Commission of Euro- 
pean Communities, the ex- 
ecutive arm of the 12- 
member EU, referred to a 
"Copenhagen Action. 
Plan" that was released in 
November 1993 that con- 
tained a series of program- 
mes with EU involvement 
in the Middle East. 

The newsletter noted 
that the EU’s "major direct 
role" has been the Region- 
al Economic Development 
Working Group 
(REDWG). which it chairs 
as part of the multilateral, 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process. It was urider 
the umbrella of this group 
that the Copenhagen Ac- 
tion Plan was devised after 
several rounds of its meet- 


culture. financial markets 
and investment, trade and 
training. 

Among the projects 
which are already under 
way, according to the news-, 
letter, are an engineering 
study of a road from Am- 
man to Jericho and Jeru- 
salem. another from Aqaba 
to Eilat and Egypt, a work- 
shop for civil aviation offi- 
cials, and regional work- 
shop on technical problems 
of transport and com- 
munications. 

In the energy sector, the 
EU is involved in a study 
for linking national power 
grids of Jordan, Egypt, 
Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories and a review of 
existing studies for a hydro- 
electrical power plan on the 
Dead Sea. the Red Sea and 
the Mediterranean. 

The newsletter did not 
make clear whether any 
particular emphasis was 
being to the Red Sea-Dead 
side of the studies. This 
would involve a Jordanian 
proposal to connect the 
Red Sea with the Dead Sea 
as part of an overall econo- 


mic development plan for 
the Jordan Rift Valley 
drawn up by the U.S. 

The Red Sea-Dead Sea 
canal project would also 
involve a hydro-electric 
project, lagoons, desalina- 
tion plants etc, and the 
output of the project would 
be shared by the riparians 
to the Dead Sea. 

In tourism, the EU is 
organising meetings of 
European and American 
tour operators with region- 
al officials. 

In the agriculture sector, 

. the EU is involved in a 
“project-oriented” work- 
shop of senior veterinary 
officials and a mission to 
identify areas of veterinary 
medicine networks in anim- 
al health and livestock im- 
provement . and joint vac- 
cination. 

In the financial market 
and investment sector, the 

community has organised 
workshops on the business, 
legal and regulatory en- 
vironment for the private 
sector and European and 
regional- conferences to 
promote joint ventures. 

A symposium on the 
administrative simplication 
of die movement of goods 
has also been organised by 


the EU. 

The programmes were ^ 


are being carried out with 
the support of the EU ^ 

the invidual countries in. 
volved, it said. 

Another significant ele. 
ment of EU activities as 
part of the peace process is 
an effort to bring vari 0Qs 
sectors of the region’! 


countries together m va- 
rious forums. These 1 ^. 
elude municipalities, imj. 
versifies and media or& 
nisations. 

The EU programmes are 
separate from the bilateral 
programmes that the com- 
munity has with the indi- 
vidual countries of the re- 
gion and the EU pledge of 
nearly S600 million to help 
develop economy of the 


Palestinians in the occnpied 
territories following the 
signing of the autonomy 
agreement between the 
Palestine Liberation Orga. 
nisation (PLO) and Israel 
in September 1993. 

The European Commis- 
sion manages programmes 
financed by its own budget, 
which is separate from the 
bilateral arrangements that 
EU member countries have 
with the individual govern- 
ments in the region. 
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Majlis back moves to ban satellite TV 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Iranian parliament (Majlis) Tues- 
day approved a draft proposal for banning satellite dishes, 
which religious leaders have denounced as a Western 
cultural invasion diluting Islamic values. Tehran radio said 
the 270-seat house approved the outline of a bill banning 
the “import, manufacture, sale and use of satellite dishes in 
Iran." It also spells out punishments for violators, said the 
radio, without elaborating. Parliament set up a committee 
to study the bill point by point before resubmitting it to a 
plenary parliamentary session -for final approval, it' said; 
Under the Iranian system, the ban would take effect only 
after the bill has been endorsed as law and cleared by the 
Council of Guardians, a six-man committee thatlscrutinises 
parliament’s decisions to make sure they complied with 
Islamic law. Iran’s Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister 
Mustafa Mirsalim was quoted by the radio as saying. 
“Western satellite television programmes constituted a 
cultural invasion of Iran. We cannot remain indifferent to 
that invasion. 


them so they would not return to the family again,” A] 
Akhbar wrote, adding that he did. The family returned to 
its natural “family and social activities” whHe Mr. Shahin 
. refused pay for his services, adding that he challenged 
genies of all sorts, the paper said. 


Velayati urges U.N. observers in Tajikistan 


Police arrest 264 in Tehran crackdown 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police have arrested 264 people in 
western Tehran in a crackdown on “thugs and hooligans,” 
a newspaper reported Tuesday. Those arrested, aged 
between 13 and 28, were accused mainly of crimes such as 
drug dealing and addiction, theft and military draft 
dodging, Kayhan said, without specifying when the crack- 
down took place. Most of them had come to Tehran from 
western provinces in search of jobs, but ended up selling 
drugs, alcohol and gambling equipment. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbax 
Velayati has called on the United Nations to send observers 
to Tajikistan as soon as possible to enable the recently 
agreed on ceasefire to take effect, state-run Iranian radio 
reported Tuesday. According to the agreement reached 
Saturday between Tajikistan's Russian-backed rebels and 
- the Islamic opposition the ceasefire will be implemented 
only after the deployment of U.N. observers. "It is, 
therefore, necessary that the U.N. should speed up the task 
of sending its observers to Tajikistan.” Mr. Velayati said. 

. The ceasefire will remain in force until after the presiden- 
tial elections of Nov. 6, according to the agreement 
brokered during U.N. -mediated talks in Iran’s capital, 
Tehran. The two sides also agreed to swap 40 political 
prisoners for 52 government forces in the next 25 days. 
Tajikistan has been embroiled in clan warfare, ethnic strife .. 
and a bloody struggle for political power since shortly after^P 
the Soviet collapse. The conflicts have killed at least 20,000 
people and driven an estimated 500,000 from their homes. 
Many fled to neighbouring Afghanistan, where they found 
support among Islamic guerrillas. 


Five BCCI convicts released 


Turkey’s premier to visit Arafat 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said 
on Tuesday she would visit Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat during her forthcoming Mideast trip, planned for 
November. “We decided to contribute to an international 
(monitoring) force to be set up in Gaza and Jericho at 
Arafat’s request," Ms. Ciller told the parliamentary 
deputies of her True Path Party. “I told Arafat I would visit 
him during my trip to the Middle East in which important 
issues will be taken in hand.” she said. Ms. Ciller's trip to 
the Middle East, set for early November, will also include 
visits to Egypt and Israel. 


Healer cures ‘possessed’ family 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian healer evicted genies from 
the bodies of an entire family struck down by sleeping 
sickness in northern Egypt by using verses from the holy 
Koran, a newspaper reported Tuesday. After doctors and 
healers across Egypt failed to cure the seven-member 
family, Hussein Mohammad Shahin, an engineer by trade, 
diagnosed that “the family was ill with black magic of 
genies.” AI Akhbar wrote. Mr. Shahin. who was working 
in an unspecified Gulf country, returned to Egypt to heal 
the family after reading of their sickness in the newspaper. 
He found “some members asleep, some unable to speak" 
when he arrived at the family's home in Mahalla AI Kubra 
about 150 kilometres north of Cairo. In a session which Al 
Akhbar said it attended, Mr. Shahin read aloud verses 
from the Koran over each member of the family. His 
patients’ bodies “shook strongly" and began to explain 
their sickness. But “the speaker was not them, but from 
inside them, but which used (the patients') tongue," Al 
Akhbar wrote. The patients were “completely uncon- 
scious," but the voices asked Mr. Shahin to release them, 
the paper said. Mr. Shahin refused, saying “he would bum 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Five of the 12 former Bank of 
Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) executives 
convicted of fraud in the bank's collapse have been 
released after completing three-ypar jail terms, officials 
announced Tuesday. The release of the five, who included 
some naturalised British citizens, coincided with British 
Prime Minister John Major's visit to Abu Dhabi Monday 
on his way to South Africa. But the official statement 
announcing their freedom did not connect the events. The 
five were among 13 former top executives of* the failed 
BCCI who faced charges of fraud in its 'collapse. Six of the 
defendants had been held in Abu Dhabi since investiga- 
tions into the bank's failure began in September 1991. The 
13 went to trial in October and in June, 12 wctc found 
guilty, including two in absentia. They received jail terms 
ranging from three to 14 years. Since the sentences were 
handed down, defence attorneys have been pressing for the 
release of those who got the three-year terms" on the 
grounds that, given their early incarceration, they had 


already completed their sentences. 


Casablanca to study development bank plan 


CAIRO (AFP) — An economic summit next month in 
Casablanca, Morocco, will consider a plan to set up- a 
development bank for the Middle East, an Egyptian official 
said Monday. Rauf Saad, in charge of international 
economic affairs at the Foreign Ministry, told AFP tWt a 
working group discussed the proposal the previous day 3n 
the Egyptian capital and drew up a position paper. It whs 
the first time the idea was discussed in concrete terms by 
the group,- which forms part of the multilateral track of the 
Middle East peace process. Mr. Saad said the working 
group — composed of Egypt, Jordan, Israel and the 
Palestinians — established four sub-committees on infras- 
tructure, tourism, trade and finance. Its work would be 
presented to the North Africa and Middle East Economic 
Summit to take place in Casablanca on Oct. 31-Nov. 1 “fpr 
interaction between the multilateral group and the sum- 


mit.” he said. 
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Conference to focus on Muslim 
communities in post-bipolar Europe 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The In- 
ternational Conference on 
Muslim Communities in Post- 
Bipolar Europe will be held 
under the patronage of His 

■Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan from Sept. 28- 
30 at the Regency Palace 
Hotel, according to a state- 
ment by the AI al-Bayt 
Foundation Tuesday. 

■ The conference is con- 
vened by the Centre for Mid- 
dle Eastern and Islamic Stu- 
dies at the University of 
Durham, England. 

This is the third in a series 
of international conferences 
on the theme organised by 
British academics. 

■ The first two were held 
during 1993 in Skopje of the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and Durham, and 
were sponsored by the British 


Council and the Council of 
Europe, the sratemenr said. 

The forthcoming confer- 
ence will be hosted at the 
generous invitation of the 
Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research (AI al 
Bayt Foundation). 

Sponsors include the 
World Assembly for Muslim 
Youth in Saudi Arabia and I* 
I ns ti tut European des Scien- 
ces Humaines in France, said 
the statement. 

According to the state- 
ment, the main objective of 
the series of conferences is to 
promote research in this im- 
portant and increasingly 
topical field, in order to pro- 
vide accurate documentation 
of the circumstances of the 
various Muslim communities, 
and the dynamics that shape 
their relations with European 


societies and states. 

This particular conference 
also aims to provide a forum 
for consultation between 
European researchers in this 
field and their colleagues 
within the Muslim communi- 
ties, said the statement. 

It is hoped that this will 
form a basis for further coop- 
eration. which is increasingly 
necessary as European 
societies face new challenges^ 

The previous two confer- 
ence surveyed the Muslim 
communities in Eastern 
Europe, Russia, Scandinavia 
and southern Europe. The 
coming conference will focus 
on western Europe and the 
Balkans, with papers addres- 
sing the following themes: 

— Western Europe: The 
nation-state, national identi- 
ty, political participation and 


citizenship; mutual percep- 
tions and the media; the in- 
ternational dimension. 

— The Balkans: The pre- 
servation and transmission of 
Muslim identity under the 
communist regimes: the re- 
naissance of Islam since the 
collapse of the communist 
regimes; changing notions of 
national identity and 
citizenship (the role of Islam 
in the reconstruction of 
national/ethnic identity in the 
post-communist era). 

About 25 scholars from 
western Europe and the Bal- 
kans will present papers on 
these themes. In addition, 
three case-studies introduc- 
ing non-European paradigms 
and experiences (China, 
South East Asia, South Afri- 
ca) will provide a compara- 
tive perspective. 


Major part of Jerusalem is an 
Islamic Waqf — mosque director 


AMMAN (Petra) — The ma- 
jor part of the holy city of 
Jerusalem is an Islamic Waqf 
(endowment) under the 
sponsorship and care of the 
Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, said 
Director of the Al Aqsa Mos- 
que at the Ministry of Awqaf 
Rafiq Al Khatib Tuesday. 

The Jordanian government 
has through the ministry 
spent a total of $485 million 
from its annual budgets be- 
tween 1952 and 1992 on run- 
ning Islamic Waqf affairs and 
affiliated services in the holy 
city, said Mr. Khatib. 

Apart from religious en- 


dowments, the ministry’s ser- 
vices cover 60 Islamic schools 
in the city, said Mr. Khatib 
who added that the old wal- 
led city contains other real 
estate and plots of land all 
owned and operated by the 
waqf office which is super- 
vised by the ministry in Am- 

The old city, he said, also 
contains an Islamic orphan- 
age and 35 mosques, and in 
the new city outside the 
Damascus Gate, there are 
several other properties all 
owned by the Waqf office. 

In addition to these prop- 
erties, the Waqf office is in 


charge of 300 dunums that 
serve as Islamic cemeteries 
located around the old city. 

Referring to the role of the 
Hashemites in the holy city, 
Mr. Khatib said that they 
have been caring for the holy 
shrines since the early days of 
Sharif Hussein Ben Ali at the 
beginning of the 20th century 
who provided funds for the 
upkeep of the holy sites. 

Under His Majesty King 
Hussein a special committee 
was formed in 1954 to take 
charge of the restoration of 
AI Haram Al Sharif. 

The first restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock took place 


between 1956 and 1964, and 
after the 1969 burning of Al 
Aqsa Mosque the committee 
carried out restoration work 
there as well at the cost of 
JD19 million. 

He said it was King Hus- 
sein who ordered the recent 
restoration ar the Dome of 
the Rock and donated $8.25 
million to cover the cost. 

According to Mr. Khatib. 
the Waqf office in Jerusalem 
employs 2,500 workers whose 
salaries come from Jordan 
which also pays the salaries of 
nearly 600 teachers at Islamic 
schools and other related reli- 
gious institutions. 


SINO-JORDANIAN 
COOPERATION: In- 
terior Minister Salameh 
Hanunad Tuesday re- 
views with the Chinese 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Wang Chi Je scopes of 
bilateral cooperation and 
means of enhancing rela- 
tions (Petra photo) 




Minis ter urges Arab World to preserve common culture 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Culture Jumaa Hammad 
opened a three-day meeting 
on inter-Arab culture by call- 
ing on the Arabs to do all 
they can and to cooperate in 
preserving their common cul- 
ture. 

Addressing the opening 
session of the seminar, orga- 
nised in cooperation with the 
Arab League Educational, 


Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (ALSCO), the 
minister said Arab culture 
serves as a protective shield 
against foreign and hostile 
cultural challenges and con- 
cepts that seep into children’s 
minds through the modem 
media. 

The Ministry of Culture, 
he said, does not hold a 
monopoly over culture, but 


calls for the creation of a 
suitable climate in which 
Arab culture can thrive. 

ALESCO Director Gener- 
al Mohammad Al Jabiri said 
that the seminar was in im- 
plementation of a decision by 
Arab ministers of culture and 
is aimed at pooling Arab 
cultural resoureces. 

Gathered at the Royal 


Cultural Centre (RCC) for 
the seminar are 12 partici- 
pants representing Jordan 
and six other Arab states who 
will be reviewing the Arab 
cultural situation, cultural di- 
alogues among .Arab states. 
Arab cultural integration, 
translation and Arabisation 
and other aspects pertaining 
to culture as well as Arab and 
Islamic cu I rural cooperation. 


JOINT EFFORTS: Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) President 
and Chief Executive 
Officer Nader Dahabi 
(second right) Tuesday 
chairs a meeting 
attended by representa- 
tives of 10 travel and 
tourist offices and the 
president of the Jordan 
Travel Agents Associa- 
tion (JTAA) to discuss 
cooperation between the 
two sides. Mr. Dahabi 
told the agents that the 
national airline does not 
compete with their busi- 
ness but rather serves as 
a supporter and promo- 
ter of the tourism, indus- 
try and is keen on main- 
taining the strongest 


.possible working rela- 
tions with the country’s 
travel agents. He said RJ 


has introduced a bonus agents with the highest 

system by which it ofTers number of RJ ticket 

financial awards to sales. 


Court sums up case against 
suspects in armed robberies 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court on Tuesday summed 
up its case against 13 sus- 
pects including two women 
accused of six murders and 
more than 60 armed rob- 
beries in different parts of 
the Kingdom, opening the 
way for defence to begin its 
argument and present its 
witnesses. 

Hie court, headed by 
Judge Yousef Hmoud, was 
presented with a file impli- 
cating the defendants in 
more than 60 armed rob- 
beries and six murders 
committed during some of 
the robberies in the past 
two years. Two of the mur- 


der victims were security 
officers. 

The trial will resume on 
Oct. 11. 

If convicted, some of the 
defendants could face the 
death sentence by the 
three- judge- panel hearing 
the case. 

During the past year and 
a half, rhe court questioned 
160 witnesses in one of the 
most dangerous cases in- 
volving organised gangs to 
be reported in the King- 
dom. 


A 24-year-old man was 
brutally murdered Sunday 


by his father in Nazal sub- 
urb of downtown Amman, 
according to police reports. 

Saleh A. was sleeping in 
his house when he was 
struck in the head with a 
meat cleaver several times 
and repeatedly stabbed 
with a kitchen knife by his 
56-year-old father, who 
turned himself in to police 
immediately after the kill- 
ing, a neighbour rold the 
Jordan Times Tuesday. 

"The victim’s mother 
'was sitting outside the 
house when her husband 
told her 'I am going to give 
myself up to police’ and 
left," the neighbour said. 

The neighbour said that 


Saleh was a trouble-maker j 
and always fought with his 
father, but "he had a good 
heart and would help anv- 
one in need." 

Three days before he was 
killed, the neighbour 
added, Saleh had a bis 
argument with his father 
but no OHe knew what it 
was about. 

In his testimony to 
police, the faiher said that 
he killed his son because he 
caused him trouble all the 
rime and threatened him 
several times with a switch- 
blade. 

Saleh was one of 11 sibl- 
ings. He did not complete 
his high school education 
and was unemployed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives envoys’ credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
received the credentials of seven appointed ambassadors to 
Jordan at a special ceremony held at Raghadan Palace. The 
new ambassadors are Jorge Iglesias of Chile, William 
Habib of Lebanon, Edward Decarvalho of Portugal, 
Cons tan tinos Maliotis of Cyprus, Mohammad Ali Ami of 
Eriteria, Ernesto Abascal of Cuba and Tofa Kiafski of 
Norway. The ceremony was attended by Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the King’s political advisor, 
Marwan Al Qasem, Youth Minister and Acting Minister of 

' Foreign Affairs Fawaz Abul Ghanam. 

' CAA signs landing deal with Brussels 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ahmad Jweiber, head of the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA), said here Tuesday that he has 

‘ concluded a deal with the Belgian Civil Aviation Authority 
for increasing RTs two weekly flights to Brussels to ttu-ee. 
Mr. Jweiber, who returned to Amman Monday following a 
visit to Belgium at the head of CAA delegation, said the 
deal was concluded during the talks with Belgian civil 
aviation officials. He said agreement was also reached on 
the landing fees which RJ will pay to the Belgian 
authorities at Brussels airport and on other related matters. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation honours life achievers 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special ro the Jordan Tunes 
AMMAN — Abdul Hameed ■ 
Shoman Foundation hon- 
oured several renowned peo- 
ple for life achievements ear- 
lier this week to encourage 
creative works. 

On the periphery of this 
week’s ceremony, at which 
four famous people were 
awarded for 1994, Founda- 
tion President Abdul Majid 
Shoman, also awarded win- 
ners of the Shoman Prize for 
Young Arab Scientists and 
the Shoman Prize for 
Teachers of Sciences at Jor- 
dan's primary and secondary 
schools. 

Opening the ceremony, 
Mr. Shoman said this year’s 
awards are a continuation of 
the foundation’s policy of 
awarding creative works and 
honouring young as well as 
pioneer scientists whose 
achievements enrich science 
and technology, help develop 


the society and improve peo- 
ple's standard of living. 

Honoured for his 70 years 
of achievements, Jamal Bad- 
ran (85), introduced himself 
as an expert of applied Isla- 
mic arts. "I re-ornamented 
the stage of Salahhudin 
Ayyoubi in Jerusalem so as to 
revive it as before the fire 
that demolished it in 1969. 
Tire work took 2,250 hours,” 
said Mr. Badran. 

Mr. Badran also drew writ- 
ings and ornaments in Al 
Aqsa Mosque and the mos- 
que of the University of Jor- 
dan. He was a committee 
member charged with study- 
ing the ornamentation of 
King Abdullah Mosque in 
Amman. 

Throughout, Mr. Badran 
has called for a return to 
Islamic Arab heritage. 

Amin Saleh Mejaj was 
honoured for his achieve- 
ments in medical science. 

Dr. Mejaj specialised in 


children's medicine in 1954, 
and was the first Jordanian 
doctor to publish his research 
in international medical jour- 
nals. 

*T discovered a new dis- 
ease in the 1960s that affects 
child refugees. It is a kind of 
anaemia "that responds to 
vitamin E treatment," said 
Dr. Mejaj. 

The late Mustafa Wahbi Al 
Tal was awarded a life 
achievement prize which was 
received by his son Ma’in. 

As a lawyer and a high- 
ranking official the late Mr. 
Tal’s poetry was also seen as 
greatly effective in the poli- 
tical movement. 

Huda Mohammad Subhi 
Abu Ghanimeh received her 
late father's award on his 
behalf. Mr. Abu Ghanimeh 
was honoured for his variety 
of life achievements, such as 
great literary works and 
translations including poems 
and novels, his work in en- 


gineering and medicine, and 
as the first physician to light 
his clinic by electricity using a 
generator in 1939. 

On behalf of young -Arab 
scientists, Ibrahim Moham- 
mad Raghib (a Jordanian) of 
the Arab Emirates Union 
(AEU) University presented 
a speech to the attendees in 
which he encouraged creative 
works, and thanked the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation for its years of, 
encouragement as well. 

"A secret committee of 
judges, headed by Usama 
Khalidi, evaluated the 
achievements of the 
nominees and selected 13 
awardees" said Mr. Shoman. 

The Human Sciences 
Award went to Mohammad 
Ali Suleiman (Jordanian) of 
Yarmouk University and 
Adel Mustafa Ahmad 
(Palestinian) of Al Najah 
University in Nablus. 

The Biological Sciences 


Award went to Huda Saleh 
Ammash (Iraqi ) of Baghdad 
University, and Ibrahim 
Mohammad Raghib (Jorda- 
nian). 

The Chemistry Award 
went to Mohammad Suroor 
(Egypt) of AEU University, 
and Mahmoud Yousef 
(Jordanian) of Yarmouk Uni- 
' versity. 

The Geology and Physics 
Awards went to Sami Hus- 
sein Ali (Jordanian) of Yar- 
mouk University, Selwan 
Kamal Al Ani (Iraqi) of 
Baghdad University, and 
Ibrahim Uthman (Jordanian) 
of Yarmouk University. 

The Primary Medical Sci- 
ences Award went to Abdul 
Rahman Ubeid (Bahrain) of 
AEU University. 

The Engineering Sciences 
Award went to Khalid Izzed- 
din (Egypt) of Cairo Uni- 
versity. 

The Mathematics and 
Computer Sciences Award 


went to Mashhour Abdullah 
(Jordan) of Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 

The Social Sciences Award 
went to Mahmoud Khidr 
(Palestine) of Islamic Uni- 
versin' in Caza. 

The judges dispensed with 
awarding prizes for rhe first 
and second awards of the 
Teachers of Sciences categ- 
ory, but gave the third prize 
to Jumaa Mohammad of Thi- 
ban Secondary School for in- 
venting an electric timer. 

A second third prize wen; 
to Yusra Mahmoud of Rasha- 
dieh School for Girls for in- 
venting a new car-brake sys- 
tem. 

Riyadh Ali Jabr won the 
fourth prize for his new ap- 
plications on the 
Archimedes’ principle. 

Finally, the fifth prize went 
to Umar Sa’id of Jana’a 
School for Boys for inventing 
a new principle of submarine 
operation. 


COMEDY 

<r Comedy theatre work entitled “Flashes” (presented by 
the British theatre company “The Right Size” and a 
gmn| i of Jordanian actors) at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at 7:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Two concerts at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 


LECTURE 

& Lecture in Arabic by Mr. Ka mal Boullata entitled 
“Expression Ties Between Granada and Jerusalem: A 
Reading of Four Jerusalem Painters in Exfle” (accompa- 
nial wilh a slide show) al Darat Al Funon «T the Aland 
Hameed Sho"»gn Foundation in Jabal Luweibdeh at 5.00 

^ EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Jordan River Designs, a Save the Children project, 
exhibition of handicraft goods at the Forte Grand 
Amman HoteL, Mezzanine Floor (10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.). 

☆ Exhibition of oil pamrings by Kamal Boullata entitled 
“Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle" at Darat Al F unon of 
the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation In Jabal Lznreib- 
deh. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Tel. 643251/2). 

* Exhibition by artist Nadim Muhsin at the French 

Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of paintings by Nasir Thanair at Ain Art 
Gallery, Wadi Saqra St. (TeL 644451). 

* “The Golden Crown Exhibition” of Jordanian national 
products al the Amman Auto Exhibition, Airport Road. 

^ Exhibition of paintmy by Syrian artist Waiid Karish at 
Ba taring Art GaQery (Tel. 687598). 

•* “The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of photography in 

Jerusalem and the Holy Land at the American Center 
exhibition haB, Abdoun- 


Petra scrolls show ancient form of real estate documentation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Real estate 
documentation appears to 
have been an important 
aspect of life in ancient 
Jordan as far back as 1,500 
years ago, a preliminary 
reading of one of the 50 or 
so scrolls found in the ruins 
of a church near Petra has 
found. 

Conservation work on 
the charred, scrolls, which 
were found in December 
1993, began early this 
month under the supervi- 
sion of a five-member team 
from Finland led by Profes- 
sor Jaakko Frosen. 

The work, being carried 
out the conservation 
laboratory of the American 
Centre for Oriental Re- 
search (ACOR) in Am- 

So far wo large and 
three smaller scrolls have 

been unrolled and the team 
is working on five more, 
ACOR said in a statement 
on Tuesday. 

Pierre Bikai, director of 
ACOR, said that the labo- 
rious work on all scrolls 
was expected to be com- 
pleted in six months. 

The script of the docn- 


ments found so far is 
Greek. "They were written 
by several different people 
in a variety of types of 
handwriting, sometimes 
very cursive and difficult to 
decipher." said the ACOR 
statement. 

"Despite the fact that 
Greek was the language of 
Roman and Byzantine Ara- 
bia and PaJesrina, a variety 
of traditional Nabatean 
names have already been 
deciphered.” it said. 

The largest scroll opened 
so far was originally about 
10 metres long and con- 
tained an inventory record 
of a dead person called 
Obodianus and deals with 
contracts and agreements 
and loans, sales and inheri- 
tance of plots of land and 
houses, it said. 

Another scroll record the 
will of a man suffering from 
severe illness while another 
dealt with the division of 

inherited property. 

Mr. Bikai said the pre- 
liminary finding so far indi- 
cate rhat documenting real- 
estate ownership and draw- 
ing up wills were an impor- 
tant aspect of life during 
the period to which the 
scrolls have been dates — 
580 A.D. 

"Durinj those days it 
was common for people to 


keep such documents in the 
church." Mr. Bikai told the 
Jordan Times. 

The properties referred 
to in the scrolls were lo- 
cated south of Petra and 
the "measures and loca- 
tion... with the names of all 
the neighbours are de- 
scribed with great accura- 
cy," said the ACOR state- 
ment. 

The scrolls were found 
near the 6th century Byzan- 
tine church in Perra. 

The texts found in the 
scrolls constitute the largest 
group of written material 
from antiquity ever found 
in Jordan, ACOR said. 

"They are especially im- 
portant because they be- 
long to the end of the 5th 
and beginning of the bth 
centuries which is other- 
wise almost an a blank page 

in the history of Petra.” it 
said. 

Some dates have already 
been uncovered on the 
papyrus fragments, such as 
the years of administration 
of rhe Byzantine consuls 
Flavius Johannes (A.D. 
498 or 499), Flavius Parri- 
rius (A.D. 501) and Flavius 
Probus (A.D. 502). 

The papyri will yield im- 
portant historical informa- 
tion about the people of 
Petra and their economic 


and social situation. They 
will also give information 
on the question of what 
happened to the Nabataens 
and Nabataean culture in 
Petra under early Byzan- 
tine period. 

The fragile material will 
be photographed using spe- 
cial methods in order to 
make the black ink on the 
charred black papyrus 
easier to decipher, ACOR 
said. 

The University of Hel- 
sinki and the Llniversity of 
Michigan will begin work 
immediately. 

The papyrus texts were 
found at Petra in Decem- 
ber 1993 in a room im- 
mediately adjacent to the 
Byzantine Church. The 
church excavation of 1992- 
93 produced spectacular 
mosaics in the aisles of the 
church. 

The preservation of these 
first papyri from Petra can- 
not be compared to that of 
the famous Dead Sea 
scrolls. 

"While the latter were 
well-preserved, the Petra 

scrolls were carbonised in a 
fire which destroyed the 
church and affecred the 
adjacent area of the build- 
ing complex where they 
were kept.” it said. 


They were found crushed 
under and between the 
charcoal remains of the 
shelving on which they had 
apparently been stacked, 
and beneath nearly four 
men-es of stone from the 
superstructure of the build- 
ing. That building, like the 
church, collapsed in an ear- 
thquake. perhaps that 
which affected Petra in 
A.D. 551. 

Because of their flat- 
tened and carbonised con- 
dition. the total number of 
scrolls found has vet to be 
determined. It is conserva- 
tively estimated that fifty 
may eventually be sepa- 
rated. Despite their state of 
preservation, the script is 
still remarkably legible. 

In addition to the scrolls, 
carbonised basketry, tex- 
tiles, copper hinges (or 
clasps), glass fragments, 
small bronze chains, and 
burned wooden discs were 
recovered. These indicate 

that the papyrus rolls were 
stored in textile sleeves 
and/or wooden tubes or 
boxes, possibly with inlaid 

glass decoration. 

The scrolls were exca- 
vated by conservator 
Catherine Valcntour and 

Zbigniew Fiema. chief 
archaeologist of the Petra 


project, with the assistance 
of staff archaeologist De- 
borah Kooring and Sulei- 
man Farajat of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. Ex- 
cavations at the Petra 
church site are being con- 
ducted under the direction 
of Mr. Bikai of ACOR in 
cooperation with the De- 
partment of Antiquities. 

The Petra scroll con- 
servation projects is spon- 
sored by ACOR, The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. The University 
of Helsinki, The Ministry 
of Education and Culture 
of Finland, The Academy 
of Finland. The University 
of Michigan. 

The projects is also sup- 
ported by The National En- 
downment for the Humani- 

Other contributions to 
the project have been made 
by the United States In- 
formation Agency' (USIA). 

Roberr Johnsion. the 
Japanese International 
Cooperation Agencv 
(JICA). and the Excava- 
tion of [he Petra Church 
during which the scrolls 
were found was funded by 
the United States Agency 1 
for International Develop- 
ment (USAID). 
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Srf Lankan rebels attack naif 
boat, 33 feared dead, 16 rescued 


COLOMBO (R) —"A Tamil 
separtist rebel suicide squad 
rammed a navy patrol boat 
off Sri Lanka's northwestern 
coast and about 30 sailors 
were feared dead, a military- 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

Brigadier Gemunu Kula- 
■tunga of the Defence Minis- 
try’s Operational Headquar- 
ters said 16 members of the 
crew were rescued and 
rushed to hospital. 

There may have been be- 
tween 40 to 50 sailors on 
board because it was a fairly 
large off-shore patrol craft, 
he said. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwarte said the 
crew numbered 42. of which 
16 survived. 

"We don't have all the 
details but the navy comman- 
der has gone to the spot and 
will report back.” he told 
Reuters. 

The body of only one sailor 
has been recovered so far. 
Mr. Ratwatte said. Other 
military sources said seven 
bodies were found. 

The sources said five rebels 
were also believed to have 


died in rhe attack around 
11:30 p.m. { 1900 GMT) 
Monday in the waters be- 
tween Manner Island and 
Kalpitiya. 

The rebels, from the Li- 
beration Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), are fighting 
for a separate state for their 
2.5 million minority Tamil 
community in the island's 
north and east. 

The boat. M.V. Sagarwar- 
dene, was on a routine patrol 
when it was rocked by two 
explosions. It was then 
attacked by a flotilla of rebel 
craft, the military sources 

The boat has partially sunk 
abour three kilometres off 
the coast. Brig. Kulatunga 
said the explosions occurred 
when the craft had stopped, 
probably to inspect what was 
thought to be a fishing vessel. 

Military analysts said that 
the Sagarawardene. named 
after former President Junius 
Jayewardene when commis- 
sioned in 1984, weighs 330 
tonnes and is 130 feet (39 
metres) long and 23 feet 
(seven metres) wide. 


It is fined with 25 mm 
Chinese-made twin guns and 
has a top speed of 15 knots. It 
normally carries a crew of 36 
men including six officers. 

Air force planes and navy 
gunboats combed the area for 
survivors and the attackers. 

Last week rhe rebels seized 
three fishing boats and their 
20 occupants off Kalpitiva. 

The victims — 12 fisher- 
men and eighr businessmen 
— were taking food and 
other goods to Manner Is- 
land from Kalpitiya. off Put- 
talam town when the boats 
were surrounded by the re- 
bels. 

The latest attack may 
jeopardise proposed peace 
talks between the new Peo- 
ple's Alliance government 
and the rebels. 

Prime Minister Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratun- 
ga's new administration has 
invited the rebels for talks to 
end their 11-year-old seces- 
sionist campaign, in which 
more than 30.000 people 
have died. 


She also eased a four-year- 
old economic embargo on the 
rebel-controlled north. The 
rebels responded by freeing 
10 policemen held hostage 
since June, 1990, when they 
broke off peace talks with the 
former Unired National Party 
government. 

The rebels have accepted 
the invitation for talks and 
named a four-member nego- 
tiating team. 

Government negotiators 
have not yet been named. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
R3twatte has been visiting 
military camps in the north 
and the east, explaining to 
soldiers the government’s 
peace moves. 

He has said if the talks fail, 
as happened in June 1990. 
the military would be asked 
to go ahead with planned 
offensives that have been 
temporarily suspended. 

Rebel leader Velupiliai 
Prabhakaran is also visiting 
his men in jungle camps ex- 
plaining why the group is 
re-starting talks with the new 
administration. 


Dozens hurt as violence 
marks strike in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Clashes erupted in several 
cities Tuesday as traders 
across most of Pakistan re- 
sponded to an opposition call 
for a strike against the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. 

Witnesses said police fired 
teargas shells and charged 
crowds with batons in Rawal- 
pindi, near Islamabad, as 
well as the Punjab capital of 
Lahore, the northwestern 
city of Peshawar and the 
. country’s industrial hub of 
Karachi, where most shops 
and business centres were 
closed. 

The strike call was issued 
by former Premier Nawaz 
Sharif in the aim of illustrat- 
ing what he called popular 
discontent at Ms. Bhutto's 
10-month-old government. 

Rawalpindi opposition MP 
Sheikh Rashid said police 
wounded at least four people 
with gun rounds and fired 


dozens of reargas shells to 
disperse a crowd gathered 
outside his residence for a 
planned rally. 

Witnesses said the dispers- 
ing crowd pelted police with 
stones and one officer was 
seen bleeding as a rock hit 
him in the head. Ambulances 
of the private Edhi Welfare 
Trust were seen racing to 
hospitals, laden with casual- 
ties. 

The government offered a 
muted response to the strike, 
saying only that the violence 
at Sheikh Rashid's residence 
had been initiated by demon- 
strators. and police resorted 
to tear-gassing "in self- 
protection.” 

Only one person was in- 
jured there, and there was no 
use of police guns, it said. 

Violence was also reported 
in Peshawar, where police 
chased demonstrators and 
fired teargas in various shop- 
ping areas. 


New Guinea volcanoes 
still belching smoke, ash 


PORT MORESBY (R) — 
Two volcanoes around the 
deserted Papua New Guinea 
town of Rabaul continued 
belching ash, rocks and burn- 
ing gases Tuesday as officials 
struggled to begin relief 
efforts. 

More than 30.000 people 
have been evacuated from 
Rabaul on East New Britain 
Island to nearby villages since 
the volcanoes began erupting 
early Monday, said John 
Paieve, operations officer at 
the National Disaster and 
Emergency Services. 

All phone lines to Rabaul 
were down and power was 
cut off, complicating 
attempts to coordinate furth- 
er evacuations from the area 
and bring in water, food and 
shelter. 

Officials said the town was 
blanketed in ash up to 75 cm 
(30 inches) thick. 


"We are trying to get com- 
munications up and running 
again and then will have to 
get supplies to the villages as 
this looks like to go on for 
several days.” Mr. Paieve 


The last major eruptions of 
the volcanoes Vulcan and 
Tavurvur, which lie on the 
edge of Rabaul's harbour, 
was in 1937 when a four-day 
eruption killed 507 people. 

Mr. Paieve said there had 
been reports of two deaths — 
a child killed after running 
out into the road in front of a 
car and a man struck by 
lighting caused by rhe erup- 
tions. 

Stephen Woodcock, the man- 
ager of a Rabaul paint fac- 
tory. said the eruption of 
Vulcan was "the mdst spec- 
tacular sight" he had ever 
seen. 


Kohl launches media barrage for German elections 


BONN (R) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl begins the last 
leg in his pitch for a fourth 
term in office with an adver- 
tising barrage picturing him- 
self as the pillar of German 
stability and his rivals as a 
dangerous leftist bloc. 

Mr. Kohl's Christian 
Democrats (CDU ) unveiled a 
-final wave of television 
advertisements Monday that 
hammer home their cam- 
paign themes of political and 
economic stability. 

It is a highly personalised 
campaign for the Oct. 16 
polls based almost solely on 
the chancellor himself, cre- 
diting Mr. Kohl with uniting 
Germany in 1990 and pulling 
the country out of its worst 
recession since World War II. 

Mr. Kohl, in office since 
19S2 at the head of a centre- 
right coalition, started off the 
year trailing the opposition 
Social Democrats (SPD) in 
the opinion polls but has re- 
gained the lead since mid- 
year. 


"We derided early on to 
focus the campaign on the 
chancellor." CDU General- 
Secretary Peter Hintze told 
reporters before previewing 
four television adverts that 
will start running after a cur- 
rent wave in about a week 
and a half. 

Like the first films, which 
started appearing Monday, 
they cast Mr. Kohl as a 
heavyweight statesman 
praised in soundbites by 
politicians ranging from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

But new versions of the 
two main adverts blend in a 
long series of soundbites of 
citizens eulogising Mr. Kohl. 

They add shots of the chan- 
cellor — looking casual with- 
out his wire-rimmed glasses 
— reminiscing in his study 
about winning ex-Soviet Un- 
ion President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s support for German 
unification. 


"We will also be putting 14 
million special inserts called 
‘the illustrated chancellor' 
into television listings maga- 
zines.” Mr. Hintze said. 

A set of 30-second televi- 
sions ads use newspaper- 
style headlines and a ticking 
clock to underline the CDU's 
allegations that the SPD plan 
to come to power with the 
help of the former East Ger- 
man Communist Party. 

The renamed Party of 
Democratic Socialism (PDS). 
which has almost 20 per cent 
support in east Germany and 
practically none in the west, 
could spoil the government's 
expected victory in October if 
it scores strongly enough to 
deny Mr. Kohl a majority of 
seats in parliament. 

SPD leader Rudolf Scharp- 
ing rules out any pact with 
the PDS in Bonn, but Mr. 
Kohl says that cannot be be- 
lieved since the SPD and 
Greens formed a ' minority 
government in the eastern 


state of Saxony-Anhalt toler- 
ated by the reformer com- 
munists. 

In the shorter adverts, a 
sombre narrator explains that 
the PDS could evade a rule 
barring parties with less than 
five per cent of the vote from 
entering parliament by win- 
ning a majority in at least 
three electoral districts. 

"The SPD. PDS and the Greens 
would have a majoriry for 
another republic,” the voice 
intones. 

In German political jar- 
gon, the phrase "another re- 
public” ominously recalls 
how Nazis, Communists and 
other opponents of Liberal 
Democracy destroyed the 
Weimar Republic of the 
1920s and early 1930s. 

The CDU also launched a 
telephone hotline that it first 
used ahead of the European 
Parliament election in June 
to let voters call politicians 



Tear gas hangs over Viet- 
namese boat people who were 
attempting to prevent the re- 
moval of twenty of them who 
have been chosen for forced 
repatriation, at Hong Kong's 


High Island Detention centre. 
Five rounds of tear-gas were 
fired at a crowd of some 600 
to 1,000 inmates that sur- 
rounded a hut in an effort to 


protect the 21 people who 
were to be moved to another 
centre in preparation for re- 
patriation against their will 
later this week (AFP photo) 


Hong Kong drags off Vietnamese 
boat people resisting deportation 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong prison officers Tuesday 
overpowered a group of Viet- 
namese boat people resisting 
deportation, ending a stand- 
off that had dragged on for 
nearly two days. 

Attempts to remove the 
group were thwarted Monday 
when hundreds of inmates at 
the detention camp defied 
tear gas to form a human 
wall, preventing prison offic- 
ers from approaching any of 
the 21 inmates selected for 
deportation. 

A helicopter hovered over- 


head and ambulances stood 

by as a 170-strong team of 
prison officers, flanked by 
some 400 police, entered the 
camp Tuesday and herded 
about 1,000 inmates into 
their huts. 

Those who tried to resist 
were led away and the offic- 
ers searched the huts, quickly 
identifying 11 people on the 
list. They were removed from 
the detention centre and sent 
to a remand prison on Hong 
Kong island. 

Attention then switched to 
the remainder, who had fled 


to a hut roof and roped them- 
selves together by the rhroat- 

By mid-afternoon, when 
attempts to coax them down 
had failed, officers wheeled a 
set of aircraft steps to one 
side of the hut, threw up 
ladders against the other side 
and climbed onto the roof. 

As soon as they saw wbat 
was happening, the group 
threw themselves flat and 
were quickly overpowered. 

The 21 are among a group 
of 82 scheduled to be de- 
ported to Vietnam by air 
Thursday and Friday. 


Sydney braces for new bush fire threat 


SYDNEY (R) — Sydney was 
bracing for another season of 
killer "firestorms as dry. hot 
winds fanned aoout 200 bush- 
fires in drought-stricken 
areas of New South Wales 
and Queensland Tuesday. 

An emergency was de- 
clared in three communities 
on the north coast of New 
South Wales. More than 
2.000 firefighters battled an 
estimated 100 blazes across 
the state — some only 25 
kilometres from central Syd- 
ney. Australia's largest city. 

More than 100' serious 
bushfires also raged m dry 
southeastern Queensland, 
where officials said 90 homes 
were threatened before fire- 
fighters fought back the 
flames. 

Fire officials described the 
spate of blazes — so far 


confined mostly to rugged, 
isolated areas — as unusual 
for this time of year. 

They said the situation 
could worsen and reach popu- 
lated areas if gusty winds and 
dry weather persist. 

“We are concerned about 
the extent of the fires and 
their potential to continue 
burning on. They have the 
potential to reach developed 
areas in the longer term,” 
said a spokeswoman for the 
New South Wales (NSW) 
Bush Fire Services. 

Of the estimated 100 fires 
in NSW. 55 were considered 
serious. About 15 separate 
bush fires in the industrial 
city of Wollongong. 65 
kilometres south of Sydney, 
were deliberately set, fire 
officials said. 


‘‘While there is no immedi- 
ate threat to property there is 
concern about the potential 
for existing fire to emerge 
into developed areas, either 
in the long or short-term,’' 
said Phil Koperberg, Bush 
Fire Services commissioner. 

His comments sounded a 
note of fear in Sydney, where 
bushfires killed four people 
just nine months ago, des- 
troyed 189 homes and scor- 
ched 600,000 hectares (1.48 
million acres). 

Those fires burned out of 
control a mere 10 kilometres 
from central Sydney. 

Forecasts of dry. ~~hot 
weather and gusty winds con- 
tinuing this week have forced 
officials to keep firefighters 
on alert and to maintain 
flights to watch for new fires. 


Danish ruling coalition faces first test 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
Denmark's ruling coalition, 
which came to power without 
elections in January 1993, is 
expected to emerge trium- 
phant when it faces its first 
popularity test Wednesday in 
a parliamentary vote. 

Four mill ion voters will be 
called on to elect 175 de- 
puties from among 939 candi- 
dates, representing nine par- 
ties. to fill the Folketing, the 
country’s unicameral legisla- 
ture. 

The ruling coalition, 
grouping Social Democrats, 
Radicals, Christian Demo- 
crats and centrists, was instal- 
led in January 1993 following 
the resignation of former 
conservative Premier Poul 
SchJueter. who was accused 
of having misled parliament 


over an immigration scandal. 

Latest opinion polls sug- 
gest that the current prime 
minister, Social Democrat 
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, will 
retain his position, thanks 
largely to a flourishing eco- 
nomy. 

A Gallup poll Monday 
gave the coalition — with a 
Tittle help from Socialists and 
reform Communists — 54.2 
per cent of the vote. The 
right-wing bloc, made up of 
conservative, liberal and 
extreme-right parties, is tip- 
ped ro win 44.2 per cent. 

Conservatives and liberals 
have seen their popularity 
plummet following an 
alliance with the extreme 
right Progress Party. 

Mr. Rasmussen has trum- 
peted “the economic boom 


and sense of optimism that 
Danes are enjoying after 
seven years of stagnation” 

“The situation is not per- 
fect but Denmark is better 
off.” he says, pointing to the 
country's four to five per cent 
growth rate — the strongest 
in Europe — as well as one of 
the lowest inflation rates. 2.2 
per cent. 

Trade and payments ba- 
lances show a surplus, tens of 
thousands of private sector 
jobs have been created and 
— until recently — inroads 
had been made on unemploy- 
ment. 

“Denmark does not need a 
right-wing bloc that would 
create economic uncertainty, 
social insecurity and political 
division,” Mr. Rasmussen 
has insisted. 


Media frenzy clouds Simpson jury selection 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— After months of anony- 
mous leaks and media frenzy, 
legal experts are wondering 
whether an impartial jury can 
be found to deride the fate of 
football legend O.J. Simp- 

Prosecutors and defence 
attorneys, who have been 
battling it out in the court of 
public opinion, face off next 
Monday in a downtown cour- 
troom to begin picking rhe 12 
jurors who will hear the sen- 
sational double-murder case. 

Both sides have been ac- 
cused of trying the Hall ot 
Famer in the news media, 
tainting the views of many 
potential jurors. 

Now that a national TV 
audience has seen the grisly 
evidence on display and 
Simpson's character flaws 
have been meticulously dis- 
sected on talk shows, the key 
question is whether anyone 
could still have an open mind 
about his guilt or innocence, 
analysts say. 

“This is the most highly 
publicised murder trial of all 
time,” said Loyola Law 
School Professor Laurie 
Levenson. “Anybody who 
hasn't heard about it and 
formed some kind of opinion 
would have had to be on 
Mars all summer.” 

More than 95 million peo- 
ple sat glued to their TV sets 
on June 17 as Simpson led 
police on bizarre, slow- 
morion chase down the free- 


way. 

Since then, the major net- 
works have broadcast every 
court hearing, including one 
in which Simpson pleaded 
"absolutely 100 per cent not 
guilty” to the murders of 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman. The two 
were found stabbed to death 
outside her luxury Brent- 
wood townhouse. 

Hoping to catch the pro- 
secution off guard. Simpson's 
all-star defence team is 
rushing the case to trial only 
three months after charges 
were filed. 

Given the crush of pre-trial 
publicity, legal scholars say it 
will take a gruelling, pain- 
staking process — possibly 
lasting up to a month — to 
pick a jury. Even then, Su- 
perior Court Judge Lance Ito 
may decide to sequester them 
for the entire trial. 

The first wave of jury pros- 
pects, about 1.000 people, 
will be assembled Monday to 
begin the screening process. 
Both sides have hired expen- 
sive private consultants to 
help them zero in on those 
most sympathetic to their 

For the prosecution, the 
biggest challenge may be 
Overcoming Simpson's star 
status. 

"All you need is one per- 
son not willing to convict 
because of his popularity and 
this case ends up with a hung 
jury," said Erwin 


Schemerinsky. a law profes- 
sor at the University of 
Southern California. 

Many legal experts believe 
the nr ’«. mi • decision not 
to seek the death penalty 
arose from fear that some 
jurors would vote to acquit 
Simpson just to keep him off 
death row. 

For its part, Simpson's 
team is expected to try to 
discredit detectives and 
police technicians involved in 
building the prosecution's 

Numerous theories are 
making the rounds, but legal 
experts largely agree that the 
defence will be looking for 
younger male jurors, a group 
more likely to mistrust au- 
thority. The prosecution 
wants” older establishment 
types and people who believe 
strongly in law and order 
analysis said. 

Simpson, long revered as a 
black role model, might be- 
nefit from having more Afri- 
can Americans on the panel. 
Polls have found that more 
than half of all blacks believe 
Simpson is innocent com- 
pared to less rhan one-third 
of whites. 

The prosecution appears to 
have already begun rethink- 
ing its courtroom strategy. In 
a mock trial held recently in 
Phoenix. 12 of 17 "jurors" 
said they would acquit Simp- 
son based on . they knew 
at the time. 

The verdict on lead pro- 


secutor Marcia Clark was 
“pushy" and "aggressive." 
Ar Monday’s court hearing. 
Ms. Clark had clearly sof- 
tened her approach, avoiding 
the verbal clashes with the 
defence thar marked her ear- 
lier appearances. 

The case has captivated 
the public that people are 
flooding the court with calls 
volunteering to serve on the 
jury. But Duke University 
jury expert Neil Vidmar 
warned that both sides must 
be on guard against potential 
jurors who might hope to sell 
their stories to the tabloid 
press- 

Even with the most care- 
fully chosen panel, the dis- 
trict attorney’s office may be 
worried that the Simpson 
case will end up slipping into 
the “twilight zone" of local 
jury trials. 

In the opinion of prosecu- 
tors and many legal experts, 
juries have virtually defied 
logic in several recent high- 
profile cases, including the 
1992 state court acquittals in 
the Rodney King beating trial 
and a mistrial earlier this year 
in the Menendez brothers 
murder trial. 

Meanwhile. Superior 
Court Judge Lance Ito has 
rejected defence arguments 
that double-murder charges 
should be dropped against 
Simpson on the grounds of 
sloppy police work. 

The pre-trial motion Mon- 
day came one week before 



Attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr. (left) sits with hours after the double m order of Nicole 
his client O.J. Simpson as they listen to Brown -Simpson and Ronald Goldman on June 

arguments regarding evidence seized by police 13, 1994 (AFP photo) 

Simpson. 47, was to face a desire to inform Simpson of 
the double murder and to 
protect anyone inside from 
further attacks. 

During Monday's hearings, 

Simpson’s lead defence attor- 
ney Robert Shapiro said that 
evidence presented during 
the preliminary hearing, in- 
cluding a blood-stained glove 
and blood drops, did not link 
Simpson to the crime scene. 

Shapiro said it didn't make 
sense for Simpson to drop the 
glove then duck into his front 
door when he could have 
simply entered through a side 
door. a waiting 

limousine driver, who re- 
ported seeing a black person. 

He also argued that blood 
drops on the driveway were 


trial 

Judge Ito upheld an earlier 
ruling that detectives had 
acted properly in entering 
Simpson's estate without a 
search warrant after the June 
13 murders. 

"The detectives were faced 
with a brutal and violent kill- 
ing. They had two young 
children who were un- 
attended.” Judge Ito said. 

Simpson’s, eight-year-old 
daughter. Sydney, and six- 
year-old son. Justin, were 
asleep ar Nicole Brown's 
apartment the night of the 
stabbing*. Their bodies were 
found outside the building. 

Judge Ito also said that The 
detectives were motivated by 


nowhere near where Simpson 
would have been walking af- 
ter he supposedly dropped 
the glove . 

Two drops of blood found 
at the murder scene have 
been linked to Simpson 
through DNA tests. 

In response to defence 
claims that the investigators 
had been sloppy. Deputy 
District Attorney Marcia 
Clark said the only sloppy 
person was Simpson.' who left 
key evidence because "he 
had to get out and get out 
fast. 

The police moved in a 
very logical, consistent man- 
n if r ,n 1!ne with all 

rheir objectives," Ms. Clark 
said. 


Ramos’ sister 
to sue his 
alleged lover 

MANILA (R) — The sister 
of Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos threatened Tuesday 
to sue his alleged former lov- 
er for statements l inking her 
to drug traffickers. The office 
of Senator Leticia Ramos 
Shahani, Mr. Ramos’s sister, 
issued a statement accusing 
socialite Rose Marie “Baby” 
Arenas of smearing the sena- 
tor’s reputation. Two Manila 
tabloids quoted Ms. Arenas 
last weekend as saying Sen. 
Shahani was involved in the 
deportation of 11 Indians de- 
spite pending drag charges 
against them. The deporta- 
tion, which enabled the Indi- 
ans to escape court prosecu- 
tion and provoked a national 
scandal, led to the firing of 
the country’s immigration 
chief. The Indians, who were 
deported in July, were 
charged with manufacturing 
almost seven tonnes of 
meth aqua! one, or Mandrax, 
a drug that puts users into a 
stupor. “To claim that the 
senator is the ‘brains’ in pro- 
tecting drug traffickers and 
manufacturers is a very se- 
rious charge which has no 
basis in fact,” Sen. Shahani’s 
office said. A spokesman for 
Sen. Shahani said the senator 
was also considering suing 
the two tabloids. Ms. Arenas 
has denied newspaper reports 
that she was once Mr. 
Ramos’ mistress as intended 
to destroy the president poli- 
tically. Mr. Ramos dismissed 
the reports as pure gossip. 

Lawsuit filed 
against Miss 
Universe 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Sush- 
mita Sen. India's first Miss 
Universe, is finding out that 
fame lead ro misfortune. Last 
week, she rode a chariot 
through a posh area of New 
Delhi and blew kisses to Indi- 
ans, many of whom regard 
her as a heroine. Now a local 
attorney has filed a criminal 
complaint in a New Delhi 
court accusing her of insult- 
ing India’s national flag by 
holding onto it while making 
“stylish gestures.” Lawyer 
Ravin der Kumar’s complaint 
is seen as a publicity stunt i 
because he hasn’t even ac- 
cused her of breaking a law. 

But a city judge says he will 
decide by Sept. 24 whether to 
summon Ms. Sen. 18, to the 
court. Since becoming Miss 
Universe in the Philippines in 
May, she has been travelling 
around the world. 

Asian baby 
abandoned at 
Paris airport 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
police Monday appealed for 
the mother or father of a 
baby found abandoned at 
Orly Airport to come for- 
ward and claim the infant. 

The girl, thought to be be- 
tween 10-12 months old and 
of Indian or Pakistani origin, 
was found Saturday after- 
noon near a telephone booth 
in the airport south of Paris. 

She was found with changes 
of nappies and dummies. A 
message broadcast over the 
public address system failed' 
to find the parents of the 
baby, who appeared in good 
health. She was subsequently 
transferred to local authority . 
care. The incident was the 
first time a child had been 
abandoned at Orly, officials - 
said. 

Husband, wife 
battle in world 
piano competition 

LONDON (R) — An Amer- 
ican is battling his Russian 
wife for top honours in the 
world piano competition — 
but both insist it is no strain * 
on their marriage. Califor- 
nian Peter Wittenberg, 23, 
and Maria Demina, 24, from 
St. Petersburg first met at a 
piano competition in Ohio 
and are no strangers to a 
competitive atmosphere. But 
this time the stakes are espe- 
cially high. They are both 
annmg for a top prize of 
£10,000 ($15,750) but, more 
importantly, a chance to 
launch an international 
career with a string of top 
concert appearances around 
the globe. Midway through 
the gruelling two-week com- 
petition which ends on Sept. 

27 with the Princess of Wales 
presenting the prize, Witten- 
berg insists there are no dis- 
cordant notes with his wife- 
“It is not a test of marriage, 
not at all. We we very sup- 
portive of each other,” he 
said in an interview before 
another long day of rehearsal 
and competition. She agreed: 

Not at all — no strains. I 
don’t think of the competi- 
tion as a battle. We go and 
listen to each other and try to 
correct each other.” 



Some Rwandan refugees wail to leave the Musange camp, near wishing to return home despite their fear of the Rwandan 
the southwestern Rwandan town of Gikongoro, aboard U.N. Patriotic Front (RFP) (AFP photo) 
trucks. About 30 U.N. trucks evacuated over 2,000 refugees 


Heavy rains wash up corpses in Rwanda 


KIGALI (R) — Heavy rains 
are unearthing corpses buried 
in shallow graves during 
three months of civil war and 
they pose a serious health 
problem, aid agencies said 
Tuesday. 

“Corpses have began re- 
surfacing as the ground be- 
comes waterlogged,” the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said in a statement, 
adding the extent of the prob- 
lem was impossible to deter- 
mine. 

“There are estimates thar 
50.000 bodies lie in superfi- 
cial graves — both in the 
countryside and in the 
towns," said the statement, 
adding that the problem was 
bound to become acute. 

Many of the estimated one 
million people massacred 
during a rampage by troops 
and militiamen after the 
assassination of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana on 
April 6 were buried in shal- 
low graves. 

Rains have began in much 
of Rwanda ar.d are expected 
to grow heavier and could 
last as long as nine months in 
areas, posing a health night- 
mare in a country where most 
clinics and hospitals were 
looted. 

The who said, large 
amounts of human waste in 
the capital Kigali was another 
health risk made worse by the 
rains and a sanitation en- 
gineer was needed to plan 
how to get rid of it. 

Septic tanks in the capital 
also needed to be emptied. 

WHO Director-General 
Hiroshi Nakajima warned af- 
ter visiting Rwanda last week 
that an acute shortage of 
staff, medicines and cash was 
hampering efforts to bring 
the country back to health. 

The WHO said a safe 
blood transfusion system was 


urgently needed because of 
an increase in HIV virus 
cases and runaway outbreaks 
of malaria, dysentery, 
meningitis and respiratory 
illnesses. 

The HTV virus leads to 
full-blown AIDS which still 

The WHO statement said 
it expected World Bank fund- 
ing for the first phase of a 
WHO project to train staff 
and supply equipment for 
blood screening and transfu- 
sion in Rwanda, where up to 
40 per cent of people are 
estimated to be HIV positive. 

Health experts in Kigali 
said an ambitious hygiene 
education campaign in camps 
for displaced people was 
essential to spread blunt mes- 
sages on how best to avoid 
communicable illnesses. 

"Dysentery continues to 
cause the greatest amount of 
morbidity and mortality in 
the refugee camps at Goma 
in eastern Zaire. More than 3 
quarter of the deaths are 
children under five years of 
age," the WHO said. 

"Meanwhile, a senior 
Japanese government official 
said Tuesday reports that 
Hutu refugees living in camps 
near the Zairean border are 
preparing a new campaign of 
guerrilla warfare in Rwanda 
are widespread in Goma. 

Katsunaki Suzuki, 
director-general of the Inter- 
national Peace Cooperation 
Department in the Japanese 
prime minister’s office, said 
the reports coming from the 
camps were growing but that 
he had been unable so far to 
subtantiate them. 

Thousands of Hutu militia 
and troops of the former 
Hutu-dominated Rwandan 
army withdrew to camps in 
Zaire in July and there have 


been sporadic reports since 
that they might be planning 
to return to wage war in 
Rwanda. 

“I heard from many people 
rumours that ex-Rwandan 
soldiers in the camps were 
conducting military training 
or have hidden weapons, in- 
cluding heavy weapons, but 
nobody I met could substanti- 
ate those rumours," Mr. 
Suzuki said Tuesday. 

U.N. special representa- 
tive to Rwanda. Shahryar 
Khan said in a report to 
headquarters earlier this 
month that young men car- 
rying large stocks of weapons 
and rations had been seen 
infiltrating remote and heavi- 
ly forested parts of the coun- 
try in “classic preparations 
for guerrilla war." 

Mr. Khan, accompanied by 
Kofi Anan. U.N. 
undersecretary-genera! for 
peacekeeping operations, 
flew over the refugee camps 
in Zaire by helicopter Tues- 
day. 

“They want to get an over- 
all picture of the scale of the 
refugee situation," UNHCR 
spokeswoman Lyndall Sachs 
said. 

She said UNHCR person- 
nel had briefed the visitors on 
the security situation in the 
camps and "the need to re- 
move the causes of fear in the 
camps of the process of re- 
turn.’’ 

Mr. Suzuki was speaking to 
reporters at the end of a 
fact-finding mission to Goma 
ahead of die deployment of 
Japanese troops in the central 
African region. 

The sending of Japanese 
troops to the 'region is con- 
troversial in Japan where 
memories of the country’s 
role in World War II have 
created a strong acifist 


movement. 

Acknowledging the con- 
cern in Japan over the safety 
of the Japanese mission, he 
said he believed “the local 
security situation on the 
whole has been stabilised." 

But he said he could not 
“exclude the possibility of 
sporadic excitement which 
may lead to violence." 

The Japanese soldiers are 
to be deployed not in Rwan- 
da itself but in countries 

around Rwanda to help the 
aid operations catering for 
the thousands of refugees 
there and will be allowed to 
open fire only in extreme 
situations for self-defence. 

Asked whether this limita- 
tion might expose them to 
unnecessary risks, Mr. Suzu- 
ki said it was a condition of 
the legislation adopted by the 
Japanese parliament allowing 
troops to travel overseas. 

“The members of the 
Japanese contingent are well 
aware of the limitation in 
which they have to work and 
they would take extra cau- 
tion, compared to the Amer- 
icans or the French, not to 
expose themselves to an awk- 
ward situation — and that 
might be a good way to con- 
duct their work.” Mr. Suzuki 
said. 

The United Nations is 
meanwhile working on a plan 
to -"nve the soldiers and mili- 
tia members from their camp 
at Mgunga outside Goma 
further into Zaire to prevent 
them from threatening the 
civilian refugees. 

Many of the former sol- 
diers and militiamen were re- 
sponsible for massacres of the 
minority Tutsis and Hutu 
opposition figures before 
fleeing their country and 
leaders would be held to 
account on charges of geno- 
cide if they were to return. 


Former Italian minister arrested on . 10b charges 


ROME (R) — Former In- 
terior Minister Antonio 
Gava, once one of Italy’s 
most powerful politicians, 
was arrested Tuesday on 
suspicion of I iks with the 
Naples mafia. 

Police said Mr. Gava, a 
64-year-old former Christian 
Democrat who has 'Jreviously 
denied similar accusations, 
was picked up before dawn at 
his home in Rome and re- 
manded in custody at a milit- 
ary prison in the capital. 

Mr. Gava. who held the 
country’s most sensitive port- 
folio from 1988 to 1991 , was 
the most prominent member 
of the political old guard to 
be arrested in Italy’s judicial 
assault on corruption. 

Dozens of other suspects 


were also held including a 
former deputy chairman of 
parliament's justice commis- 
sion. Socialist Raffaele Mas- 
trantuono. businssmen and 
alleged clan bosses of the 
Camorra, the Naples area 
mafia. 

A statement by the public 
prosecutor’s office in Naples 
said a total of 98 arrest war- 
rants had been issued and 
assets worth hundreds of bil- 
lions of lire (tens of millions 
of dollars) confiscated as part 
of the operation. 

It said the arrests followed 
testimony from Carmine 
Alfieri, undisputed chief of 
the Camorra Jans for a de- 
cade until his arrest in 1992, 
and his leading lieutenant 
Pasquale Galasso. 


Mr. Alfieri, who ' .ested 
control of the clans In a turf, 
war littered with corpses, 
broke organised crime’s strict 
code of silence in March and 
turned state’s evidence , 
saying he wanted “to bring 
mvseu closer to God.” 

Mr. Gava's power base in 
Naples, dubbed Italy’s "kick- 
backs capital" by Investiga- 
tors, made him baron of one 
of the most powerful factions 
in the once mighty Christian 
Democrat Parry. 

The Interior Ministry gave 
Mr. Gava control over 
police, civil intelligence and 
the fight organised crime. 

The Christian Democrats, 
in government since World 
War II until this year, never 


once ceded the portfolio to 
ocher coalition parties be- 
cause it was so powerful. 

The current minister. 
Roberto Maroni, of the 
Northern League, the first 
non-Christian Democrat to 
hold the office, said Mr. 
Gava's arrest illustrated the 
revolution in Italian politics. 

“It’s now certain that there 
are no more idols, sacred 
cows or taboos in Italy that 
the judiciary is unable to 
demolish,” Mr. Maroni told 
reporters. 

Mr. Gava’s lawyer Carlo 
Taormina said his client, who 
has been in poor health, was 
basically accused of building 
his political prestige in a 
trade-off of votes for favours 
with the Camorra. 


U.S., Russia sign new nuclear safety document 


VIENNA (R) — Member 
states of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), led by the United 
States and Russia, signed a 
new nuclear safety document 
Tuesday designed to improve 
security at atomic reactors 
worldwide. 

The Convention on Nuc- 
lear Safety, drawn up by 84 
IAEA members in June, ap- 
plies xo land-based civil nuc- 
lear power plants and seeks 
to avert aocidents such as the 
1996 explosion at Chernobyl, 
the world’s worst civil nuclear 

U.S. Energy Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary described the 
convention as a further exam- 
ple of international coopera- 
tion following the end of the 
cold war. 

“This is an historic day... 
y* are dearly recognising qur 
international obligations with 
many separate nations with 
the same goal of nuclear safe- 
ty in mind." Ms. O’Leary' 
said before signing the con- 
yention on behalf of die 
ited States. 

”1 believe we are actualis- 


and multilateral collabora- 
tion she said. 

A total 485 nuclear power 
plants were operating or 
being built around the world 
in 1993. according to IAEA 
statistics. 

IAEA Director General 
Hans Blix. speaking before 
the signing ceremony at the 
agency’s headquarters in 
Vienna, said the convention 
will require signatories to 
establish laws and regulations 
to govern safety at nuclear 
power plants. 

“It is the first legal instru- 
ment ro address directly the 
issue of safety of nuclear in- 
stallations worldwide." Mr. 
Blix said. 

Work on the convention 

began in 1991 after the fall of 
the iron curtain made the 

former Communist Bloc’s 
ageing and technically back- 
ward nuclear power plants 
more accessible to scrutiny by 
the West, already shaken by 
Chernobyl. 

Signatories of the conven- 
tion are required to submit a 
report on atomic installations 


carry out improvements to 
upgrade the safety' of sites. 

“If such upgrading cannot 
be achieved, plans should be 
implemented to shut down 
the nuclear installation ls 
soon as practically possible." 
the convention says. 

Such an obligation ma 
mean states like Ukraine hav- 
ing to close its Chemobyl- 
style reactors if considered to 
be faulty. 

But critics said the conven- 
tion lacked tough measures 
to force a country to comply 
with the regulations. 

It was still unclear whether 
Ukraine, which now owns the 

Chernobyl plant following 

the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, would sign the docu- 
ment. 

The convention will come 
into force 90 days after 22 
countries sign the document. 
Seventeen of the countries 
must be states which possess 
a nuclear reactor. 

Early signatories included 
Britain. France, Japan. Ger- 
many Canada, South Africa, 
India, Pakistan, and South 
Cnmi nil nf whirrh one rate 


nuclear power plants. China 
said Monday it also intended 
to sign the convention. 

IAEA officials said the 22- 
nation threshold would prob- 
ably be reached later Tues- 
day. National parliaments 
will also have to ratify the 
convention. 

The ceremony took place 
on the sidelines of the 
IAEA’s 38th annual confer- 
ence which began Monday. 

Russia's Nucleaar Energy 
Minister Viktor Mikhailov 
said the convention could 

lead to greater assistance 
from nuclear states to de- 
veloping countries which aim 
to produce electricity from 
nuclear reactors. 

“In my opinion, the 21st 
century is going to be a cen- 
tury of nuclear power de- 
velopment balanced with en- 
vironmental protection." Mr. 
Mikhailov said. 

The convention calls on 
countries setting up a new- 
nuclear power plant to carry 
out safety assessments before 
building begins and ro ensure 
on-site and off-site emergen- 
cy olans are routinely tested. 
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9 killed in Beijing shoot© 


BEIJING (R) — An armed 
Chinese soldier ran amok in 
rush-hour traffic in Beijing 
Tuesday, triggering a gunbat- 
tle with police in which nine 
people were killed including 
the gunman and an Iranian 
diplomat and his son. 

The soldier opened fire 
when he was thwarted in his 
attempt to hijack a jeep to 
Beijing’s Tiananme - Square, 
witnesses said. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said the gunman kil- 
led eight people and wound- 
ed 30 before being shot dead 
by police. 

Officials branded the shoo- 
ter a “scoundrel" but would 
not confirm reports by wit- 
nesses and police sources that 
he was a military man. 

A police spokesman said 
police were among the dead 
but would not say how many. 

The shooting started at a 
busy intersection after the 
driver of a jeep comman- 
deered by the gunman out- 
side the capital refused to 
take HiiTto the vast square in 
the city centre, the driver told 
officials. 

Xinhua said the gunman 
fired “indiscriminately at 


passers-by with an automatic 
rifle." 

Police and soldiers with 
automatic weapons pursued 
the black-clad gunman, 
armed with a military rifle 
and a large supply of 
ammunition, as he ran from 
the jeep and took over a taxi, 
a state employee who spoke 
to the jeep driver said. 

The early morning shoot- 
out paralysed rush-hour traf- 
fic on one of Beijing’s busiest 
highways outside one of four 
state compounds where fore- 
ign diplomats and journalists 
live. 

The Iranian embassy said 
attache Yousef Mohammadi 
Pishknari was shot dead 
while driving his children to 
school. One of his sons, aged 
10, was also killed. 

The other, a 12-year-old, 
was shot and wounded as was 
one of his two daughters. 

Iran immediately protested 
to China over the killings. 

“The Chinese charge d’af- 
faires was invited to the Fore- 
ign Ministry where Iran's 
concern and protest were re- 
layed and the Chinese gov- 
ernment was asked to inflict 
maximum punishment on the 


perpetrators as soon as possi- 
ble," Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Alaeddin Boroujerdi told 
Tehran Radio. 

The gunfire shattered the 
sunlit calm of a traditional 
holiday, the mid-autumn fes- 
tival. 

The state employee quoted 
the jeep's driver as saying the 
gunman commandeered the 
jeep at gunpoint in Tongxian. 
a heavily militarised eastern 
suburb. 

“The soldier was a petty 
official in the People's 
Armed Police who had some 
kind of a conflict with his 
superior," he said. “He de- 
cided to' arm himself and go 
to Tiananmen Square." 

The driver did not say why 
the soldier wanted to go to 
the square, the symbol of 
Communist Party power that 
has often been the scene of 

acts of protest. 

With soldiers in pursuit, 
the gunman then took over 
one of- Beijing's yellow 
“breadbox cabs” which was 
already carrying passengers." 

“The next thing I know, a 
man with a gun chased after 
my cab and jumped into the 


from seat." the taxi dnver 
told Reuters minutes after 
the shooting. Most of the 
windows of his cab were shot 
out but the driver was un- 
hurt. 

“It was chaos. There was 
shooting everywhere. E very- 

shooting. Tne soldiers were 
shooting. I just ducked v.a»- 

tried tc drive. T could r.o; see 
where I was 20 ir.e.“ 

His cab immediately 
crashed into ar. embankment, 
where the gunman leap: out 
and fled, pursued by soldiers 
and police. 

Repeated bursts of auto- 
matic gunfire blew out the 
windows of a public bus. hit- 
ting ar least three passengers, 
and ripped through The Ira- 
nian diplomat's car. witnesses 
said. 

Spent sheil casings and 
trails of blood littered the 
second ring road, tracing the 
northerly route where sol- 
diers chased the gunman. 

The gunman was felled in a 
final shootout outside the In- 
ternational Posr Office about 
200 metres north of the shot- 
up bus. 


Sinn Fein 
leader 
applies 
for U.S. 
visa 

BELFAST (AFP) — Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams 
applied for a U.S. 'nsa here 
Tuesday and press reports in 
Dublin said the visa had 
already been personally 
approved by President BiU 

The Irish Times, quoting 
official sources in Washing- 
ton, said i.'r. Clinton Sunday 
night authc rised 14-day visas 
for Mr. Adams and two other 
official, of the Irish Republi- 
can Army's political branch. 

The spokesman at the U.S. 
embassy in London said that 
only Mr. Adams had applied 
for a v ra at the U.S. consu- 
late here, and that the ap- 
plication would be forwarded 
to Washington. 

He declined to comment 
on the Irish Times report, 
which said the unconditional 
visas for Mr. Adams, Richard 
McAuley and Aiden 
Me A tee r had been recom- 
mended by the National 
Security Council last Friday 
after “tortuous negotiations" 
with British and Irish offi- 
cials. 

The paper said Mr. Adams 
was expected to address 
members of congressional 
commiitees and to be re- 
ceived at the National Secur- 
ity Council, but the U.S. 
embassy spokesman said M 
knew of no basis for the 

“Technically Adams is in- 
eligible fo' a visa under terms 
of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act which ex- 
cludes persons who have en- 
gaged in terrorist activities," 
he added. 

“If lie is to get a visa a 
waiver has to be given and a 
waiver can only be given in 
Washington." 

The spokesman said the 
same procedure would be fol- 
lowed as was last February, 
when a waiver was given “at 
a very high level” in 
Washington for a 48-hour 
visa tha; allowed Mr. Adams 
to attend a conference in 
New York. 

The British government is 
opposing a visa for Mr. 
Adams until it is satisfied that 
the IRA’s Sept. 1 ceasefire is 
permanent. 

Meanwhile a policeman’s 
wife, son and daughter were 
shot dead in Northern Ire- 
land early Tuesday. 

Police sources said guerril- 
las were not involved in the 
killings. A Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary (RUC) spokesman 
described them as “a tragic 
shooting incident." 

The woman, her 13-year- 
old son and 11-year-old 
daughter were shot at their 
home near Cookstown, 
County Tyrone, 35 miler (50 
kilometres) from the capita], 
Belfast. 

The RUC said the full cir- 
cumstances were not yet 
known and a major investiga- 
tion was under v*y. 

British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration Radio said the 
alarm w, s raised by the 
woman's husband. She died 
shortly after officers of the 
RUC arrived at the house. 

Quoting police sources, the 
BBC sa id the officer was later 
being comforted by col- 
leagues at the town's police 
station. 

Northern Irish Protestant 
politicians Tuesday protested 

about being kept in the dark 
over Britain’s plans for the 

province. 


Zulu king sacks Hiitta@S@s£ 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— King Goodwill Zwelithini 
plunged his volatile Zulu na- 
tion into turmoil Tuesday 
when he sacked his tradition- 
al prime minister, Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, and can- 
celled festivities to com- 
memorate legendary King 
Shaka. 

President Nelson Mandela 
moved quickly to calm the 
mood by telling reporters in 
Cape Town that he was “not 
alarmed" at the develop- 
ments. 

“We have the capacity to 
deal with that," he said. 

A palace statement said 
King Zweiirhini bad late 
Monday severed ties with In- 
katha Freedom Party (IFP) 
leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who, claiming 
ancestry, appointed himself 
Zulu prime minister at King 
Zwelithini’s coronation in 
1971. 

A growing rift between the 
two Zulu leader came to a 
head earlier Monday when 
IFP supporters stormed King 
Zweiithini’s palace while the 
king was holding talks with 
Mr. Buthelezi and Mr. Man- 
dela on the president’s plans 
to attend the Shaka Day 
celebrations Saturday. 

Angry IFP supporters, ob- 
jecting to Mr. Mandela’s pre- 
sence at the ceremonies, per- 
formed war dances, trashed 
the palace grounds and threw 
stones ar Mr. Mandela's heli- 
copter. Palace security mem- 
bers who tried to restore 
order were threatened. 

Mr. Buthelezi. who is also 


home affairs minister in Mr. 
Mandela’s government of 
national unity, had ro inter- 
vene to ensure Mr. Mande- 
la’s safe departure. 

Mr. Mandela said later that 
because his own safety could 
not be guaranteed, he had 
cancelled plans to attend the 
festivities held every year to 
commemorate the 19th cen- 
tury warrior credited with 
founding the Zulu nation. 

Answering reporters’ ques- 
tions Tuesday, Mr. Mandela 
said that his intention had 
been to convert Shaka Day 
from a tribal to a ‘'national 
affair,” but added that he 
now realised not enough 
spadework had been done “to 
achieve that. 

King Zwelithini late Mon- 
day declared himself “in- 
sulted" because his property 
had been damaged and. 
through his Royal Commit- 
tee, issued a statement in 
which he said he feared for 
his own life if he attended the 
celebrations. 

“The king must not meet 
Buthelezi again," said the 
Royal Committee statement 
issued to the South African 
Agency SAP A. “All Shaka 
Day commemoration services 
are hereby cancelled." 

The statement added: 
“The image of His Majesty 
was seriously damaged and 
his dignity and thar of the 
Royal House and that of the 
nation of large was gravely 
impaired." 

IFP Secretary General 
Ziba Jiyani said Tuesday he 
was “shocked” at the 


announcement bu; warned 
that “no force on earth" 
would stop Zulus honouring 
Shaka. 

"Shak3 Day belongs to no 
man but is pan of the Zulu 
spirit.” Mr. Jivane told 

SAPA. 

The king's ousting or Mr. 
Buthelezi opens the way for 
the appointment as tradition- 
al prime minister of the IF? 
leader's ior.g-time rixol. 
Prince Mcwayizeni Zulu. 

The appointment of Prince 
Mewayizeni. a member of 
parliament with Mr Mande- 
la’s African National Con- 
gress (ANC). ha j been men- 
tioned as a possibility it-r 
several days. 

Prince Nlcwsv itteni has al- 
ways insisted that he Is the 
rightful heir ;o ZuIj 
misrship because he is the 
most senior pr.r.ie ir. !i*.e 
royal family. 

He acted ,s rceer.: heterc 

but was *1 Seined when Mr. 
Buthelezi entrer.c-ud lures::! 

cut the fctngV suary r.rd 
placeJ the mcr.jrc;*. cnc-cr 
the control of the Kv.oiulu 

cabinet. 

According to SAPA. 
Prince Mcwayizeri was party 
to Monday night's decision to 
sack Mr. ’Buthelezi. 

At the root of the row. 
according to political 
analysts, is Mr. Butheiezi's 
determination to hold on ro 
his traditional rower base 
among Zulu conservatives 
and rovalists and his fear that 
King Zwelithini Is being 
wooed into the ANC camp. 


Another Abiola trial judge withdraws 


KADUNA (AFP) — Justice 
Muri Okunola, one of the 
four judges hearing appeals 
filed by Nigeria’s jailed 
opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola has withdrawn from 
the case for undisclosed 
reasons, press reports said 
Tuesday. 

His withdrawal, 
announced by the chief judge 
at the Kaduna Court of 
Appeal Justice Umaru 
AbduIIahi, brings to two the 
number of judges who have 
withdrawn from cases involv- 
ing the opposition leader. 

On Aug. 16, Justice 
AbduIIahi Mustapha with- 
drew from the main trial in 
which Mr. Abiola is being 
tried on treason charges at 


the Federal High Court in 
Abuja. 

Judge Mustapha said he 
was withdrawing because he 
had lost the confidence of the 
defence after making some 
“accidental slips" during the 
trial. 

His withdrawal caused a 
two week delay in the hear- 
ings and effectively scup- 
pered hopes that Mr. Abiola, 
the presumed winner of 
annulled presidential elec- 
tions, might be freed. 

Judge AbduIIahi said that 
another of the judges in the 
Kaduna case, where Mr. 
Abiola is attempting to 
appeal the right of the Abuja 
court to try him, was absent 


from cour. Monday to i 

Tne trial cf Mr. Abicla 
dates tc his ar/es: or, .'sine ZS- 
on treason charges after he 
announced himself pres: tier.: 
on the strength of :hs roll 
held in June the previa:.? 
year and declared the curren: 
military govern me - .: ii'eti.:- 

The elect: ?n was rulrti free 
and fair by interoatiami 
observers bu: the milt :ar. re- 
fused to publish results. 

The Katiur.a Court of 
Appeal meant - hile post- 
poned until Oct «:• :r.s hear- 
ings in the tvo arr yS.: f..sti 
by Mr. Ao'Cia asairs: hi; 


Greece offers $ 2 m reward for rebels 


ATHENS (R) — Greece 
Tuesday offered a $2 million 
reward for information thar 
could lead to the arrest of 
guerrillas after Monday's 
bomb attack on a police bus 
which killed a top police 
officer and injured 10 people. 

“A package of measures 
against terrorism is in the 
works and one of those is a 
half billion drachma (S2 mil- 
lion) reward for information 
leading to the breaking up of 
terrorism in Greece,” Public 
Order Minister Stelios 
Papathemelis said. 

He told a news conference 
that a new task force made up 
of “determined” police offic- 
ers would be formed to fight 
terrorism and that an existing 
anti-terrorist squad would be 
enforced with specialists and 
new equipment but, gave no 
details. 

He also said Greek police 
were in touch with European 
and U.S. police forces and 
that he had asked Germany 
for access to the Stasi files, 
the former East German 
State Security which had 
links with guerrilla groups 
throughout Europe. 

The extreme-left Revolu- 


tionary Popular Struggle 
(ELA) group said in a letter 
to the newspaper Elefther- 
otypia Tuesday that it 
bombed the bus because 
police were “the local repre- 
sentatives of the CIA" — the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

The guerrilla group vowed 
that policemen would be a 
constant target and said in 
the eight-page letter they 
would “strike in future, with- 
out warning the forces of 
suppression (police )... re- 
gardless of their sex or age." 

Monday’s blast wrecked 
the police bus when it stop- 
ped in the suburb of Perisos 
on a routine trip to police 
headquarters. The bomb 
shattered windows in nearby 

houses and shops. 

Apostolos Velios, a de- 
partment head at the Athens 
Aliens Bureau, was boarding 
the bus when the bomb went 
off by remote control. He 
died in hospital from head 
wounds. Another police 

officer lost his left eye and 
may lose the other. 

The message from ELA, 
which emerged in the 1970s 
with bomb attacks on foreign 


businessmen, also claimed re- 
sponsibili:;. for iciter borr.r 
arracks earlier this year 
agaionst the German Goethe 
Institute, the French Insti- 
tute. the European Union 
offices and the Belgian 
embassy. 

among Europe's most dead- 
ly. have eluded and mocked 
police for the pas: 20 >e^rs. 

November 17. another lef- 
tist croup which has killed I-I 1 
Greeks and foreigners since 
1975, has usee both rockets 
and remcte-controiled bombs 
in attacks on police, foreign 
diplomats and businesses. 

Mr. Papathemelis said 
some 3.000 possible targe:* 
were being guarded "but it is 
impossible to put a police 
escort on every Seay like sim- 
ple Public Order Ministry 
employees." 

Labour Minister Yanr.is 
Skoularikis. wl,o served 
public order minister :n the 
19S&. said in a television 
interview that Greek nonce 
did not have the ski 11$ or the 
means to arres: the guerrillas. 

“Iam not optimistic and a 
breakthrough may only come 
up by accident,'' he said. 
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When reason prevails 

NOW THAT the United States has firmly set its 
military foot in Haiti without firing a shot in its 
avowed quest to “restore democracy” to the troubled 
Carribean nation, a precedent has been set not only in 
that part of the world but also in other conflict- 
plagued regions. The lesson learned from the Haiti 
experience is simple: Military solutions are not always 
inevitable, and dialogue, if exercised with goodwill 
and in good faith, could avert bloodshed and violence. 

Twenty-three countries, including Jordan, have 
lined up behind the U.S.-led initiative in Haiti under 
the umbrella of the United Nations if only because the 
ultimate objective is peace and stability for the people 
of Haiti and the restoration of basic human freedoms 
in the country, including the people’s right to be 
protected from victimisation and pogroms of the kind 
that the world saw with the military regime in power 
in Port-au-Prince. 

Any deviation from that objective and any use of 
massive force to “tame” Haiti, as some American 
politicians have {Hit it, ml] be a severe blow to the very 
noble concept of Iranian freedoms that prompted the 
countries to accept the U-S. request to be part of the 
international force to be deployed in the Carribean 
country. 

It is a fact that not many countries were exactly 
enthusiastic about the American initiative if only 
because of the debacle that they saw in Somalia. But 
the success of diplomacy in Haiti has rekindled hopes 
that thorny problems that threaten to explode into 
full-blown violence, pitting an army against another 
could be tackled with patience and understanding of 
the issues involved. 

As the sole superpower of the world, the U.S. has 
the moral responsibility to ensure that American , 
forces and the contingents of the 23 countries that are 
expected to follow leave Haiti in the shortest possible ! 
time while ensuring that they achieve what they are 
going in for. 

It is indeed a tribute to the statesmanship and 
diplomatic skills of forma - President Jimmy Carter j 
that a bloodless solution to the Haiti crisis has been | 
found. The ex-president achieved in two days what the 
administration could not achieve in months, and it 
would not simply be a pity but a catastrophe if that 
achievement went to waste because of short- 
sightedness. 

The most daunting task that awaits the Americans 
is disarming Haitian militiamen and nobody could 
underestimate the dangers that lark for the young 
American soldiers who are in Haiti today. While one 
could hope to convince a disciplined army of die 
wisdom in surrender in a situation of no other escape, 
it is a totally different story when it comes to gangs of 
unruly gunmen who have bad the unchallenged run of 
the land for decades. 

It might be too early to judge the course of events 
that Washington has in mind for Haiti, but one thing 
is clear: The people of Haiti and the world at large are 
anxiously awaiting the promised American-led effort 
to set in place an irreversible process of democracy, j 
starting with the restoration of law and order and : 
respect for the rules of the laud. Anything less than 
that would be throwing cold water on the hopes of the 
international community and an anti-climax to the i 
much-tooted “showdown in Haiti.” 


NO TEMPTATION in the form of economic projects 
should lure away Jordan from clinging to its national 
demands of liberated territory and fair share in the river 
waters, said Taher Ad wan. a columnist in A1 Dustour 
Tuesday. The Israelis take delighted in alluding to econo- 
mic benefits peace and stability but they tend to steer 
carefully away from discussing substantial topics like water, 
territory and borders, he said. Let the Jordanian nego- 
tiators beware of these tactics and bear in mind that the 
Israelis have not yet budged one inch from their stand and 
have failed to discus such vital topics like the return, of 
refugees to their Palestinian homeland and the return of 
Jordanian land and water to their lawful owners, said the 
writer. Such issues are closely linked with the economic 
development about which the Israelis keep talking but have 
taken no step to settle, he stressed. A recent report about 
150 Jewish settlers who have sent in a request to establish a 
setlement on the East Bank, should serve as a reminder to 
Jordan that the move can only mean that Israel is not only 
contemplating the perpetuation of its occupation but also 
seeking to expand its domain in Jordanian land, added the 
writer. Let not the cancellation of several millions of our 
foreign debts and the talk about economic plans, warned 
the writer, detract Jordan from its basic legitimate and 
national demands. 

ADDRESSING CASES of comiption in Jordan, a writer 
in Sawt A1 Shaab said that it is common knowledge that 
certain persons in high positions were reported to have 
abused their authority and committed fraudulent acts, 
pocketing in some cases not less that a million dinars. Nazih 
Qusous said that except for the case of the employees in the 
lands department, who were tried and imprisoned some 
years ago for corruption or receiving bribes, no one has 
heard of other cases in which senior officials were tried for 
similar crimes. The writer said the public is aware of the 
fact that the senior officials always get away with their 
crimes by one way or another while small officials who steal 
as little as JD 50 soon find themselves behind bars. 


Washington Watch 


Marion Barry: A symbol of Washington’s ra 


By Dr. James Zogbv 


vide 


MARION BARRY’S surprisingly strong victory in the 
Washington, DC mayoral primary exposed the deep racial 
divisions that plague the United States and its capital. 

Mr. Barry, who had served as mayor from 1978 to 1990, 
was forced from office after being convicted of drag use. 
He was video-taped by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (TBI) in a hotel room with a woman smoking cocaine. 
The video-taped evidence against Mr. Barry was televised 
nationwide, bringing deep embarrassment to the mayor, 
the city and its African-American residents. 

Mr. Barry was convicted in 1990, served a year in prison, 
and then in 1992 emerged from prison and won election to 
Washington’s city council as representative of the city’s 
poorest neighbourhood. 

The Marion Barry who left prison in 1991 was, on one 
level, a transformed man, instead of business suits be now 
wears an African-styie shirt and cap. He adopted and 
sometimes uses an African name, “Anwar Amal.” He 
brought a new religious zeal to his message, a combination 


of Christian and African nationalist themes. Mr. Barry 
claims be has been reborn. “I’ve fallen,'’ be admitted, “But 
I’ve been restored. I can be a symbol of hope and 
redemption to all who are down and want to be lifted up.” 
The message and the pride in African roots were 
especially appealing to both the poor in Washington and to 
the angry African-American professional class. In the 
image of Mr. Barry, caught by white police officers, tried in 
a white court and humiliated by a white-dominated media, 
they saw something of themselves. Voting for the new 
“redeemed” Marion Bany gave vent both to their hopes 
and their anger. 

It was principally these two groups which provided Mr. 
Barry with his margin of victory last week. Although his 
opponents were also African-Americans, they were clearly 
supported by the city’s white power structure: business, the 
media and Congress. 

Mr. Bany handily defeated his two opponents, winning 
with 47 per cent of the vote. His nearest opponent won only 
37 per cent of the vote, and the other (the current' mayor) 
garnered only a dismal 13 per cent of the vote. Even more 
telling is the fact that Mr. Barry won the election with 
almost no white support- He won less titan 1 per cent of the 
white vote in the aty, while capturing more than 70 per 
cent of the African-American vote. 

These statistics are typical of the deep divide between 
white and black residents of die city. The leading African- , ~ 
American elected official (not a Bany supporter) noted, ‘ 
“We have two cities Imre one Made, one white. One aty 
has been toadied by crime and drugs and a daily crisis. So 
they view things quite differently. Mr. Bany was able to 
appeal to them with a focus cm redemption.” 

And a prominent African-American attorney tokl me, 
“Barry’s story is Eke mine. I've been blocked by whites 
all my life. I know what he did — but voting for Barry was 
Eke telling whites *y ou can’t do it to us anymore.”* 

On the other hand, a white law enforcement official 
observed on the day after the election. “The city died last 
night. Around the country and the world people will look 
at Washington as a joke.” Another white businessman 
said, "it’s a real embarrassment. Businesses will leave the 
city. What were they thinking when they voted for that 
man?” 

As the election and the reactions to it have demons- 
trated. Washington is one of the most racially divided cities 
in tile U.S. Untike many other major cities, Washington is 
physically divided in half. Rock Creek Park whidreuts the 
city through the middle also serves as the line of racial 
diride. 

While the city is almost 70 per cent African-American 
and 27 per cent white, on the western side of Rock Creek 
Park the dty is 89 [per cent white and only 6 per cent 
African-American. The other divide is the Anacostia River 
which splits the eastern part of the dty in half. On the 
eastern side of the river the city is 95 per cent African- 
American and only 4 per cent white (and most of the whites 
are poor recent-immigrant Latinos). 

These population statistics may come as a surprise to 


viators to the U.S. capital. The best known parts of the 
dty, the government buildings, the world-famous 
museums, toe monuments, downtown and the Georgetown 
areas are all white. Visitors, therefore, see Washington as a 
wealthy and majority white city — but this is not the reality 
of Washington DC. 

Historically, Washington, DC is a part of the “South.” 
The racial apartheid system that governed most of the 
south of the U.S. and a rigidly enforced separation of the 
races was only officially brought to a dose in Washington 
30 years ago in 1964. The scars and legacy of that system 
have yet to depart with it. 

Tbe average income in the white areas of Washington is 
$49,000 per year. In Anacostia it is less than $23,000 per 
year. 

The unemployment level in Washington as a whole 
stands at 4.5 percent, while in Anacostia it is almost 20 per 
cent. And with poverty come the problems of crime, drags 
and violence. Most of Washington’s nearly 400 yearly 
murders take place in African-American nd^bonrooods. 
At die same time, officials estimate that 80,000 Washington 
residents abuse drugs or alcohol — almost 14 per cent of 
the city’s total population. 

Yet the most disturbing statistic of all is that in any given 
day in Washington 42 per cent of the city’s African- 
American men between the ages of 18 and 35 are other in 
jail, on probation or awaiting trial. 


The most disturbing statistic of all is 
that in any given day in Washington 42 
per cent of the city’s African - 
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and 35 are either in jail, on probation 
or awaiting trial. 


Compounding these difficulties is the fact that Washing- 
ton 4s not permitted to Mly jpveni itself. It has what 
Congress terms “limited Self-rate” (and what The New 
York Times calls the U.S.’s “last colony”). The city’s 
residents elect their own officials (a right it has enjoyed 
only since the 1970’s), but it cannot levy new taxes, pass 
new laws or even set taxi fares without the approval of a 
special congressional committee. 

The annual sight of Washington’s African-American 
Mayor going before the largely white U.S. Congress to 
request financial assistance to pay for the city’s budget is, at 
best, awkward — to many it is a humiliation that causes 
deep resentment. 

Marion Barry had served as Mayor for 12 years. In fact, 
in 1978, he was the first elected mayor of the city. In the 
first half of his mayoralty he proved to be quite proficient. 
He built a black-white coalition that brought new prosper- 
ity to the dty. He provided incentives for the business 
community that began a building boom in the downtown 
area. With the increased revenues created by that upsurge 
in business activity- he added thousands of- Washington’s 
Mads to the titj^s payroll and started a s umm er jobs 
progr amm e that employed thousands of poor blade youths. 
He easily wen reelection in 1982. 

But by the 1986 election signs of strain became evident 
not only in the Bany administration but in the mayor 
himself. A number of his key allies and officials in his 
administration, were convicted of corruption. While the 
mayor himself was never so accused, he was hounded by 
federal investigators. His weakness for women and alcohol 
also began to affect his leadership. And with that, the 
efficiency of his administration began to crumble. 

As the Washington media ran front-page stories focusing 


Mitterrand fails the unforgiving 
test of history 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — In the end, it is a 
question of character. Dur- 
ing nearly a half-cenrnry, 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand has constructed 
a political career founded 
on personal ambition and 
dominated by his sense of 
rivalry with Charles de 
Gaulle. 

Mr. Mitterrand is nearing 
the end of his second seven- 
year term as president of 
the Fifth Republic, which 
De Gaulle founded. De 
Gaulle never completed 
one full term, resigning his 
office in 1969 as old age 
dosed on him, and in the 
aftermath of the popular 
upheaval of May 1968. 

Mr. Mitterrand now is 
old, too. Old and very ill, 
from prostate cancer. He 
said last week of his illness, 
“I think that it will be oblig- 
ing enough to allow me to 
finish my mandate” — 
which ends next spring. He 
said that to die was less a 
concern to him than no 
longer to live, as he has 
books be wants to write. 
“But a book takes time, 
and I no longer have much 
of that." 

He is old, and now he 
sees that his effort to con- 
trol how history will regard 
him has failed. He recently 
allowed himself to be inter- 
viewed for a book on his 
youth and the war years. 
This has just come out. Last 
week he gave two long 
newspaper interviews deal- 
ing with the same subjects. 

Last week, he was inter- 
viewed for an hour and a 
half on television. The re- 
sult has been an abrupt 
disintegration of his reputa- 
tion, and of the authority of 


his connection to the war- 
time Vichy government, bis 
right-wing assodations as a 
young man, and his lasting 
relationship with Rend 
Bousquet, head of the 
Vichy police, accused of 
crimes against humanity in 
1983, held to be responsible 
for the dispatch of French 
and foreign Jews to Nazi 
death camps. 

The president’s response 
to the television question- 
ing was defiant, and 
seemingly calm, -although 
his hands constantly 
twisted. Yet, as the evening 
went on, what began as an 
interview became an inter- 
rogation, and Mr. Mitter- 
rand’s answers became a 
plea for sympathy] that he 
be judged with considera- 
tion for his family and up- 
bringing, the context of the 
times, his constant commit- 
ment, he said, to social jus- 
tice. He insisted that he was 
at peace with himself, and 
that he hoped to be re- 
garded as having one more 
in his life that was positive 
than was negative. 

It was moving in a way, 
but in the end there seemed 
more to be pitied than to be 
admired. Everyone had 
known that Mr. Mitterrand 
was compromised by having 
served Marshal P£tain until 
1942. Later he was part of 
the Resistance. But his con- 
version turns out to have 
crane only in 1943, when 
the tide of the war had 
changed, and his conduct in 
the Resistance served to 
launch his postwar political 
career. 

His comments on Vichy 
were equivocal. He claims 
to have known nothing of. 
Vichy's anti-Semitic legisla- 
tion and deportations of 
Jews. Vichy’s first anti- 
Semitic law, which ex- 


cluded Jews from the public 
service — of which he was a 
part — was passed in Octo- 
ber 1940. 

Also last week, Le 
Monde published a devas- 
tating analysis of the politic- 
al thought of the young 
Mitterrand, as he expressed 
it in Vichy publications dur- 
ing 1942-1943, by the histo- 
rian Gaire Andrieu. She 
concluded that while the 
documentation is incom- 
plete, she is, as a historian, 
compelled to draw the pro- 
visional conclusion that on 
the basis of bis own writ- 
ings, Mr. ■ Mitterrand wasv, 
until April 1943 “among the 
most intransigent of 
P6tainistes.” 

Mr. Mitterrand un- 
doubtedly did no worse 
during the war years than 
many others, and a great 
deal better than most But 
his subsequent career as de- 
fender of republican values 
and human rights against 
the forces of reaction fits 
uneasily with what now has 
been confirmed. The pic- 
ture of opportunism and 
political cynicism that . 
emerges goes much beyond 
the reputation Mr. Mitter- 
rand had always enjoyed as 
“the Florentine,” the con- 
summate calculator. His 
Socialist followers, certain- 
ly, are now demoralised. 

He always considered De 
Gaulle his challenge. He 
says that be dashed with De 
Gaulle at their first meet- 
ing, in Algiers in 1943. He 
opposed De Gauile in the 
postwar political struggle, 

L and made a successful 
career in the changing coali- 
tions of the Fourth Repub- 
lic. He was a minister in 
governments waging the In- 
dochina and Algerian wars, 
and ran against De Gaulle 
in the presidential election 


His election to the pres- 
idency of that republic in 
1981, and reelection in 
1988, seemed a victory over 
his old enemy. 

But in the end it has 
proven a defeat. History 
will certainly acknowledge 
the great accomplishment 
of Mr. Mitterrand, which 
has been to modernise the 
French left and turn it into a 
mainstream force in French 
political life. But he has left 
the Socialist Party divided, 
/mid discredited by a series 
fef financial scandals 
'reaching into the presiden- 
tial palace itself. 

History will deal more 
harshly with the man him- 
self, who made use of the 
old parties and forces of the 
left to advance himself, and 
then cast them aside. He 
made equally cynical use of 
the right, lending indirect 
support to the extremist 
National Front in order to 
weaken the mainstream 
right. 

De Gaulle escaped parti- 
san definition, saying that 
he served a “certain idea of 
France”: that "it must aim 
high and hold itself straight, 
on pain of mortal danger." 
His acknowledged oppor- 
tunism was in that cause. 
He was a man of principle, 
who drew others to princi- 
pled action. 

The liberal journalist 
Jean Daniel has said that by 
his wartime leadership, 
“De Gaulle allowed me to 
' fcmain myself.” Mr. Mit- 
terrand's loyal followers to- 
day feel themselves dimi- 
nished by their political 
commitment. That contrast 
tells it all. 

Los Angeles Times. 


on every Mr. Barry flaw and raisaie, the city's African- 
American residents became mdignanr. “Why," they asked, 
“does the white media want to destroy Bany while they do 
nothing to expose Reagan?” Or “why not give Bany s 
problems the same benign neglect given to Ted Ken- 
nedy's?” It was, as one African-American professional 
described it, “justified paranoia” based in part on fear and 
in part on a history of racism. 

Even at the Barry administration’s lowest point, most 
African-Americans refused to condemn their mayor, since 
that they felt to do so would, in effect, be to agree with the 
white media and “power structure.” After all the scandals 
and die -exposed corruption and meffiaenries of Mr. 
Barry’s last four years in office, a Washington Post poll 
found that while 60 per cent of whites thought that the 
Bany administration was corrupt, only 20 epr cent of 
African-Americans would agree wit’' the. assessment. 

Mr. Barry’s comeback and his appeal to African- 
American voters can be best understood in this context. He 
is, for many African-Americans, an example of the 
persistent blade male. He was hounded and persecuted. He 
became weak and fell. He then found his inner strength and 
his cultural roots. He became strong and dean, and now 
he’s bade and redeemed and boldly challenging the power 
structure, and ready to lead. 

And in a dty with so many poor, so many on drugs, with 
so many in pain and in need of redemption; and with so 
many others angry at racial discrimination — Mr. Bany has 
become a symbol of hope, a channel for their frustration. 
Whites, of course, don’t understand this feeling at all. To 
most it is a farcical mystery, even a frightening one. But 
that is only more evidence of how deep the racial divide is 
Washington is. 

Can Mr. Barry win in November’s general election? And 


harmony? 

His victory seems assured. His opponent is a white 
Republican woman, Carol Schwartz. She is the same 
woman he defeated in 1986 by a 2-1 margin. Even in that 
election the vote was divided almost completely along 
racial lines. 

The difference between Mr. Barry’s first election in 1978 
and this one is obvious. In that election, Mr. Barry bad 
white support, while in this one he will have virtually none. 
In that election he had a special appeal to whites as well as 
blacks, and that, too, is gone. But Mr. Barry, on the day 
after the election, sought to reach out to whites, assuring 
them, Tm the best person for Washington. I know best 
how to protect their investments, their homes, their 
businesses. I know best how to save our dty...” Will he do 
this, and will whites trust him? That is unknown. 

What is known is that his level of support among the 
majority of the dty’s population is so strong that he should 
be able to win again in November. He has the most 
effective (some would say the only) political grass roots 
machine in the dty. He is also a political genius, with his ! 
well-known ability to sell himself and his message. 

But can Mr. Barry govern? One African-American 
analyst. Professor Ron Walters of Washington's prestigious 
Howard University, says that Mr. Bany can succeed. Mr. 
Barry has always been open to bringing talented adrninis- i 
trators to work with him, and if he continues this pattern he 1 
can bring about the same .efficiency in government that j 
characterised his first term in office. | 

What will determine his success or failure this time is 
whether or not those who stifftnxnd Mr. Barry protect him 
from his weaknesses and stop him if be embarks once again 
upon the self-destructive path that brought him down in 
1990. 

In his last four years in office there were clear signs of the i 
personal problems plaguing the man, but on one around | 
the Mayor stopped his fall. This time they had better, i 
Marion Barry has, for better or worse, became a symbol of 
hope to tens of thousands. If Mr. Barry falls again, the toll I 
will be devastating not only to the mayor but to the dty as 
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Flying with RJ ■ 
a ‘sad ritual’ 


I WOULD like to report to you a situation regarding 
Jordan’s national airline. I have had several experiences in 
the past few years of flying with Royal Jordanian Airlines 
(RJ). Unfortunately, most of those were negative experi- 
ences. 

Among those problems is the frequent overbooking of 
flights, and the resulting cancellation of reserved and 
confirmed bookings by myself and many other passengers. 
Another issue is the delay in departures and arrivals. For 
five years now, I have not boarded a single RJ flight that 
departed as scheduled, especially on the Dubai-Amman 
route, and return. Boarding the aircraft from the terminal 
building is often a diaotic experience. RJ’s ground staff 
have a lot to learn in organising and assigning priority to 


w “WBnmg pnomy to 

boarding, especially to families with children. 

Moreover, I have always specifically requested a non- 
smoking seat whenever I travelled. On Royal Jordanian 
flights, this right is not respected as flight attendants do not 
enforce it against frequent violation. "To protest to an RJ 
attendant regarding this and other matters of concern is 
often futile. Add to this the general level of service which 
frankly leaves a lot to be desired’ If the flight attendants are 
not busy chatting amongst themselves, they are invariably * 
doing something more important than catering to passen- 
gers’ needs. \ r 

Recently, on Aug. 16, to be exact — I had a confirmed 
booking to fly with RJ from the new airport of A1 Ain in 
the United Arab Emirates to Amman. 1 was contacted on 
Aug. 15 and was informed that due to the fact that only five 
passengers had reservations from A1 Air- . the airline would 
not open its counter at AI Ain airport to board them 
Instead, we were “told" to go to Abu Dhabi and fly from 
there hours later. When I asked for transportation between 
the two doe* which are 140-kins apart my requert wm 
turned down When I even foxed RJ' S CEOfor action m 
one bothered to rectify the situation ' no 

Joidan’s civil aviation authorities should do 
about these violations of norms and practices of air mvel® 
Royal Jordanian Airlines should not put passenger last f 
they truly belong to die community of rapS^® 
honal air earners. J think that I speak for manner 
passengers for whom flying with RJ has biome a S 

Professor Badran Al Badran 
United Arab Emirates University 
Al Ain, United Arab Emirate. 

The Jore/an Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
“* readers on any subject they wish to tackle LeoJZ 
intended for publication, however, should conlah lE 
writer s full name and preferably address as well N, J? 
can be withheld only upon requested 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. Thc ne^l 
efts not responsible for the reran, of enuSd 
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U.S. expands Haiti control 


(Continued from page 1) 

tough denunciation of the 
accord. 

“He didn’t trash it either.” 
said a State Department offi- 
cial who asked not to be 
named. ‘There were lots of 
indications that it (the state- 
ment) would be something 
much more heavily critical.” 

The political situation also 
brightened for Mr. Clinton 
after the House of Repre- 
sentatives gave muted sup- 
port late Monday to the 
peacekeeping mission. A 
similar draft resolution was 
circulating in the Senate. 

A new poll released Tues- 
day showed that 52 per cent 
of Americans approved of 
die agreement and 52 per 
cent disapproved. But the 
survey commissioned by 
CNN television and the news- 
paper USA Today also had 
bad news for Mr. Clinton. 

Seventy per cent gave cre- 
dit for the agreement to Mr. 
Carter. Only 15 per cent cre- 
dited Mr. Clinton. 

U.S. Marines landed Tues- 
day in Northern Haiti, ex- 
panding the peacekeeping 
mission to the country’s 
second largest city. In the 
captial, Haitians emboldened 
by the American presence 
began challenging local 
police on the streets. 

Angry Haitians threw 
grapefruit-sized rocks at Hai- 
tian police at the docks in 
Port-au-Prince. Police fired 
automatic weapons into the 
air to disperse more than 
5,000 people in Cite Soleil, a 
stronghold of the exiled pres- 
ident. 

The displays of open de- 
fiance near the port and air- 
port underline the pre- 
cariousness of the U.S. milit- 
ary presence in Haiti even as 
its force took control of Cap- 
Haitien. On Monday, the 
first troops moved into Port- 
au-Prince. 

U.S. commanders say Hai- 
tian police are in charge of 
keeping control of the 
streets. 

American soldiers were on 
hand at some of Tuesday's 
disturbances, but did not in- 
tervene. 

The violence in Cite Soleil 
broke out while a U.S. milit- 
ary convoy was going through 
the slums. At least a dozen 
Haitian police officers went 
into the crowd swinging dobs 
and several shots were feed 
in the air from automatic 
weapons, sending the crowd 
scrambling. 

Some Haitians hoped onto 
two U.S. personnel carriers. 


chanting “Cedras has to go, 
Biampy has to go, Michel 
Francois has to go" — refer- 
ences to the military coup 
leaders who overthrew Mr. 
Aristide m 1991. 

Several thousand demon- 
strators, chanting anti- 
military slogans and “Aris- 
tide is going to save us," had 
been heading towards the in- 
ternational airport. 

Earlier Tuesday some 
1,800 Marines of the Wasp 
amphibious group arrived in 
Cap Haitien with a mission to 
secure the port of Haiti’s 
second-largesi city 260 
kilometres north of here to 
pave the way for more troops 
to flow in, a spokesman said. 

More than 6,000 U.S. 
troops were to be in Haiti by ! 
midnight Tuesday, said Col- 
onel Barry Willey, spokes- 
man for the Operation Up- 
hold Democracy in Port-au- 
Prince. 

He said U.S. troops had 
not encountered any trouble 
or civil disturbances since 
they began arriving Monday. 

They have orders to work 
dosely with the Haitian army 
and police force. 

Col. Willey said that U.S. 
and Haitian troops will likely 
make joint patrols. 

“We will not be patrolling 
unilaterally,” he said. 

. In Washington, Gen. John 
Shalikashvili, chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff, acknow- 
ledged that the first demon- 
stration Monday “was 
broken up, sometimes maybe 
a little too harshly, by the 
Haitian police and military.” 

Earlier in the briefing, 
U.S. President Clinton 
praised the Haitian military 
leaders for their cooperation 
with U.S. troops. “Our 
troops are working with full 
cooperation with the Haitian 
military,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton did not men- 
tion Mr. Aristide, who U.S. 
officials say will return to 
power after the military lead- 
ers step down. 

Former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter, who brokered 
the deal with Haiti’s military 
to avert a U.S. invasion, said 
he told Haitian strongman 
Lieutenant General Raoul 
Cedras “that I was ashamed 
of my country’s policy” to- 
wards the Caribbean country. 

One result of the agree- 
ment was the resignation 
Monday of the U.N. special 
envoy for Haiti, a day after 
Mr. Carter accomplished 
what had been Dante Capu- 
to’s mission for almost two 
years — persuading Haiti's 
army leaders to step down. 


From lawyers to 
tabloids, O.J. saga 
has cash flowing 


By Matt Spetalnick 

Renter 1 

LOS ANGELES — Who 
says crime doesn’t pay? 

While OJf. Simpson may 
not be profiting from his 
notoriety, defence lawyers, 
movie producers, book 
publishers, supermarket 
tabloids, souvenir vendors 
and even key witnesses are 
cashing in. 

Little more than three 
months after Mr. Simpson’s 
ex-wife and a friend were 
found lying in a pool of 
blood, a cottage industry 
has sprang up to feed 
America’s obsession with 
what has become one of the 
most sensational murder 
cases of the century. 

Consider that 95 million 
viewers were glued to their 
TV sets June 17 as the 
football legend led police 
on a bizarre, slow-motion 
chase, and by some calcula- 
tions, the market has barely 
been tapped. 

“This is a soap opera and 
a celebrity murder mystery 
all wrapped together,” said 
Leo Braudy, author of the 
“The Frenzy of Renown,” a 
study of fame in America. 
“It’s pushed a button in the 
national psyche... and feat 
opens up all lands of oppor- 
tunities.” 

In the media frenzy sur- 
rounding the case, “check- 
book journalism” is 
flourishing as supermarket 
scandal sheets and tabloid 
TV programmes scramble 
for exclusives with anyone 
connected to fee hah of 
fame or his alleged victims, 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman. 

The National Enquirer 
offered SI milli on to Mr. 
Simpson’s friend A1 Cowl- 
ings to tell his story, accord- 
ing to editor-in-chief Iain 
Calder. Mr. Cowlings, who 
accompanied Simpson on 
his flight from justice, 
turned fee money down. 


But several other key wit-' 
nesses have sold to the 
highest bidder, and some 
legal experts say feat may 
have left their testimony 
irreparably tainted. 

At a preliminary bearing 
in July, fee first two pro- 
secution witnesses dropped 
a bombshell, testifying that 
Mr. Simpson had purchased 
a knife at their cutlery store 
and feat they had given 
their account to fee Enquir 
er of $12,500. 

'California legislators 
were so oil (raged that they 
passed a bill last month 
barring p rotective witnes- 
ses from selling their stories 
before testifying in criminal 
cases. 

Now that jury selection is 
set to begin Sept. 26, both 
tides will be ready to weed 
out anyone who shows signs 
of wanting a seat on the 
panel for fee financial re- 
wards or TV guest spots 
feat might later come their 
way. 

Defending the tabloids' 
practices, Mr. Calder said: 
“These people... told the 
truth for money. What’s fee 
big deal? 1 don’t think 
we’ve perverted fee process 
in fee slightest.” 

Brian “kato” Kaelin — a 
straggling actor who had 
been living in Mr. Simp- 
son’s guest bouse — is also 
capitalising on his instant 
fame. His testimony at Mr. 
Simpson's nationally tele- 
vised preliminary hearing 
led to a guest-bost spot on 
the cable-TV show “talk 
soup,” and movie offers are 
now rolling in. 

About the only person 
connected to fee case who 
is not making money is Mr. 
Simpson hims elf. In fact, 
his ballooning legal fees are 
expected to strain — if not 
drain — his considerable 
net worth, once estimated 
at $10 miUion. 

Proclaiming his inno- 
cence, Mr. Simpson has 


hired the best defence money 
can. buy — a 
“dream team” of famed 
attorneys such as Lee 
Bailey and Alan Dersho- 
witz plus a supporting cast 
of investigators and ex- 
perts. “The final bill is 
going to be astronomical,” 
said Loyola Law School 
professor Laurie Levenson. 

But Mr. Simpson’s 
lawyers aren’t fee only ones 
finding work. Dozens of cri- 
minal attorneys and legal 
scholars have been hired to 
provide play-by-play com- 
mentary for TV audiences. 

Scandal is always good 
business for fee tabloids, 
but during prime weeks of 
OJ. coverage, circulation 
jumped to levels not seen 
since Elvis Presley died. 
Conventional news outlets 
have also enjoyed what one 
TV executive called “fee 
O.J. boost.” 

Three instant paperbacks 
are already on store 
shelves, and a fox television 
movie will air in November. 

Bat it was left to an L.A. 
comedy writer to come up 
wife a way to profit from 
fee gallows humour spread- 
ing nationwide. His crea- 
tion: an O J. joke hot-line. 
For 99 cents- a-minute, cal- 
lers can hear snch tasteless 
offerings as: “It couldn’t 
have been O.J., fee buffalo 
bills have a history of 
choking.” 

Thanks to Mr. Simpson's 
notoriety,’ prices for his 
football memorabilia are 
soaring. An O J. doll that 
sold for $10 in 1975 is now 
reported selling for $300. 
T-shirts reading “Turn fee 
Juice Loose” are going for 
$10 apiece, and tour guides 
are charg ing to take visitors 
to fee murder scene. 

And the Simpson saga 
has another bizarre claim to 
fame . — its own trading 
cards. featuring fee football 
great and his alleged vie- 



Algeria 

resumes 


Text of the statute of the Higher Authority for Purchases 


Israeli troops kill man 


(Continued from page 1) 
dial said on Tuesday. 

The official said the board 
of governors of the Palesti- 
nian Economic Council for 
Development and Recon- 
struction (PECDAR) ratified 
fee projects at a meeting in 
Cairo this week. 

Funding for most of the 
projects would come from 
$30 million in soft loans fee 
Work! Bank agreed to give 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority earlier this month, the 
official said. 

The projects include build- 
ing roads, housing, upgrading 
schools and irrigation. 

Improving fee standard of 
living of Palestinians was con- 
sidered a key part of fee 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) peace deal 
wife Israel last year and fee 
international community 
vouched billions of dollars of 
aid to do that. 

But money has been slow 
to arrive and little has 
changed on the ground in fee 
self-rule areas of Gaza and 
Jericho, creating political 
pressure on PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat. 

PLO officials warned that 
rapid economic progress is 
needed to counter the politic- 
al appeal of fundamentalist 
Islamic groups among 
Palestinians. 

Nabil Shaath, who is on an 
official visit to Australia, said 
Palestinians needed to see 
the fruits of emerging demo- 

CTi “We need support to put 
democracy on the ground, 
said Dr. Shaath, who is plan- 
ning and economic co- 
operation minister in the in- 
terim Palestinian authority m 
Gaza and Jericho. 

“We are a cause that ^ can 
be turned into a success,” he 


said in a speech to fee nation- 
al press club. 

Dr. Shaath said fee peace 
process in fee Middle East 
would be irreversible if it 
continued for another 12 
months. Bui political 
advancement had to be sup- 
ported by economic progress. 

Otherwise, Palestinians, 
whose unemployment rate 
approaches 60 per cent, could 
seek fee “magical answers” 
offered by fundamentalist 
groups, he warned. 

Self-rule officer held 

Israeli security officers on 
the West Bank have arrested 
a Palestinian police officer at 
fee wheel of a stolen car, 
police said Tuesday. 

Captain Munir Barghouti, 
a guard for Palestinian Cul- 
ture Minister Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, was arrested late 
Monday on fee outskirts of 
Jericho in a car stolen in 
Israel, they said. 

His arrest came a day after 
Israeli insurance unions ac- 
cused Palestinian police in 
Gaza and Jericho of driving 
stolen Israeli vehicles. 

The Palestinian authority 
has asked Israeli police to 
hand over Mr. Barghouti for 
trial before a Palestinian 
court, they said. 

Shmuel Golorab, manag- 
ing director of the Union of 
Insurance Companies, said 
Monday that police had com- 
piled a report showing that 
their Palestinian counterparts 
in Jericho alone were driving 
at least 17 cars stolen in 
Israel. 

Mr. Golomb said 22,000. 
cars are stolen every year or 
1.5 per cent of the total. "A 
large number of these turn up 
on fee other side of fee green 
line,” which separates Israel 
from the occupied territories, 
he said. 


dialogue 

(Continued from page 1) 
tact had now been made be- 
tween the released FIS lead- 
ers and fee chiefs of “various 
armed” Islamic groups wife a 
view to formulating a possi- 
ble truce. 

The five parties attending 
fee talks all support involving 
fee FIS in negotiations to end 
the country’s crisis. They are 
fee FLN, the former sole 
ruling party, fee Movement 
for Democracy in Algiera 
(MDA), the nationalist 
grouping of former President 
Ahmad Ben Bella, and three 
moderate Islamic groups — 
fee Algerian Party of Renew- 
al, fee Islamic Society Move- 
ment and the Movement for 
Islamic Rebirth.' 

Three parties feat favour 
Western-style democracy, 
which stayed away from fee 
eartier meetings wife fee gov- 
ernment again boycotted 
Tuesday’s meeting. 

These include fee Socialist 
Front of Hocine Ait Ahmad, 
which favours including the 
FIS in any broad political 
dialogue, and two groups 
which oppose this — fee Ral- 
ly for Culture and Democra- 
cy of Said Sadi and fee com- 
munist Ettahadi Movement. 

The government last week 
freed FIS President Abassi 
Madam and Vice-President 
Ali Belhadj from Blida milit- 
ary prison and placed them 
under house arrest at a secret 
location. 

Before his release, Mr. 
Madam had proposed a truce 
to President Zeroual in ex- 
change for fee freeing of all 
jailed Islamic militants. 

An unidentified Islamic 
official was quoted Tuesday 
to fee El Hiwar daily as 
saying feat Mr. Madani and 
Mr. Belhadj still viewed 
themselves as in “detention” 
and demanded their “total 
freedom,” 


Ross reports seriousness 


rom page 1) 

the govern- 
Jirin on Tues- 
f strong Arab 
-ria’s demands 
j honourable” 
m with Israel, 
vas not “iso- 

coun tries said 


and official support,” fee 
paper said, citing fee Arab 
League’s decision last week 
to maintain its boycott on 

Mr. Ross will also hold 
talks wife Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat in Gaza City 
on Wednesday, a Palestinian 
spokesman said. 

Syria and Lebanon Tues- 
their ole dee to 
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negotiations. 

A statement issued after 
two days of talks between 
Syrian and Lebanese leaders 
meeting for the second ses- 
sion of the Syria-Lebanon 
coordination commission said 
that ail agieed “that partial 

and individual solutions to 
the Middle East conflict will 

not serve the peace process.” 


Following is an unofficial 
translation of the statute of 
the Highest Authority for 
Purchases as endorsed by the 
Cabinet on Saturday: 

The Higher Authority for 
Purchases regulations — 1994 

The following are regula- 
tions set by the Higher Au- 
thority for purchases — 1994 
in accordance with articles 
114 and 120 of the Jordanian 
constitution: 

Article Is 

This regulation will be cal- 
led the Higher Authority for 
Purchases regulation of 1994 
and will be into force once it 
has been published in the 
Official Gazette. 

Article 2: 

The following terms will 
have their respective corres- 
ponding, meaning as appear- 
ing underneath unless de- 
noted otherwise: 

The department:... Any 
ministry of government de- 
partment or authority or offi- 
cial public institution 

The Authority:... The 
Higher Authority for Purch- 
ases which, has been set up 
under the provisions of this 
statute. 

The chairman: The author- 
ity’s chairman. 

Article 3: 

The provisions of this sta- 
tute are to be applied by 
departments concerning the 
purchases made at the local, 
external and international 
markets. 

Hie purchases in question 
include transferrable assets, 
services, goods, commod- 
ities, materials, tasks, tools, 
devices, instruments and 
machinery including their re- 
spective maintenance and in- 
surance on them as well as 
their spare parts and all other 
items subject to fee definition 
of supplies as provided for 

under existing legislations. 

Article 4: 

Higher Authority for 
Purchases is to be set up with 
a chairman at its head 
assisted by a council and an 
executive body. 

Article 5: 

The Higher Authority for 
Purchases has been set up to 
contribute fee development 
of departments responsible 
for purchases and ensuring 
services and to boost their 
efficiency and stimulate their 
activities and control their 
performance and the conduct 


of feeir staff and to ensure 
that they abide by the ex- 
isting legislations and to de- 
termine their points of de- 
fects imbalances and short- 
comings, and to work to- 
wards addressing these areas 
and avoiding failures. 

It will also follow up on 
matters aimed at improving 
and simplifying procedures 
and at preventing any abuse 
of authority or negligence of 
duty or any fraudulent act or 
any action feat could harm 
public interest. 

Article 6: 

A) The authority is to be 
chaired by a chairman who 
wields a minister’s powers in 
the management of the au- 
thority’s affairs. 

B) Within fee authority 
there will be an inner council 
headed by the chairman 
assisted by four of the author- 
ity's members. 

C) The chairman and the 
authority members will be 
appointed by a royal decree, 
which will also determine 
feeir salaries and their finan- 
cial rights. Their services will 
be terminated also by a royal 
decree upon recommenda- 
tion from the prime minister. 

D) The authority members 
will elect among themselves a 
deputy chairman to cany out 
tasks entrusted to him by the 
chairman. He also acts for 
fee chairman in the fattens 
absence or in the event his 
position falls vacant. 

Article 7: 

Hie authority undertakes 
fee following tasks: 

A) Drawing up fee author- 
ity’s general policy; 

B) The endorsement of 
plans and programmes for 
fee attainment of fee author- 
ity’s objectives; 

C) Laying down guidelines 
for fee unplmentation of the 
authority’s statute and reg- 
ulations; 

D) Preparing an annual 
draft budget for the authority 
to be submitted to fee Coun- 
cil of Ministers for approval; 

E) Conducting any other 
tasks which the authority 

chairman sees fit to submit to 
the authority. 

Article Article 8: 

A) The authority convenes 
whenever the need arises 
upon fee request of the chair- 
man or his deputy in the 

chairman's absence. Any au- 
thority meeting is considered 
legal and official if it is 
attended by at least four 


members including fee chair- 
man or his deputy in fee 
chairman’s absence and au- 
thority’s decisions are passed 
unanimously or with a major- 
ity vote of those present at 
the meeting. Should there be 
equal votes forming a tie fee 
chairman's vote will tip fee 
balance. 

B) The authority chairman 
will appoint a secretary to 
have full time work for fee 
council. The secretary, to be 
chosen from the authority’s 
workers, will arrange for 
meetings, take down minutes 
of its deliberations and file 
them and organise office 
work pertaining to the au- 
thority and will also carry out 
any other duties or transac- 
tions entrusted to him by the 
chairman. 

Article 9: 

The chairman or any other 
authority member authorised 
in writing by the chairman, 
can discharge the following 
powers: 

A) Request examination of 
official and unofficial docu- 
ments necessary for the au- 
thority’s operations: 

B) Inspect applications for 
purchases and contract files 
as well as tenders and con- 
tracts for direct purchases 
awarding of tenders and also 
follow up procedures related 
to them including delivery 
procedures; 

C) Request feat errors and 
violations be avoided or can 
request legal porocedures to 
be undertaken concerning 
these errors and violations; 

D) Request halting any 
procedure should it “prove 
feat it is being committed in 
violation of legislation in 
force or if feat procedure is 
regarded as violating public 
order or if any other reason 
exists that justifies this ac- 
tion; 

E) Investigate any case in 
response to a written request 
by the prime minister and can 
set up temporary committees 
to study and scrutinise that 
case haring been invesred 
with certain limited powers: 

F) Enlist the assistance of 

experts and consultants and 
specialists in cases feat re- 
quire that procedure espe- 
cially when certain technical 

expertise is required. 

Article 10: 

The authority chairman is 
to be sworn in before His 

Majesty the King upon his 
appointment and before com- 
mencing his duties. The oath: 


“I swear Almighty God to be 
loyal to the King and the 
Homeland and to uphold the 
Constitution and respect laws 
and regulations in force and 
carry out duties with honour 
honesty and loyalty.' 

Article Article 11: 

Regardless of provisions in 
any other legislation, all con- 
tracts penaining to supplies 
and procurement and ser- 
vices as derided on by the 
Council of Ministers and per- 
taining to the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and the Secur- 
ity Services and Royal Jorda- 
nian should be carried out 
directly with fee the manu- 
facturers or producers or sup- 
pliers without any mediation 
from agents and commercial 
intermediaries or consul- 
tants. Hie Council of Minis- 
ters has the right to include 
any department under these 
provisions of this article. 

Article 12: 

A) Any party to any com- 
mercial deal pertaining to 
purchases will not be allowed 
to seek to present or offer or 
grant any gains to any official 
for his own benefit of accord- 
ing to his desires directly or 
indirectly in return for taking 
certain action or refraining 
from it: 

B) All parties in any com- 
mercial dealing related to 
purchases should take 
appropriate measures aimed 
at preventing any illegal gains 
of any kind or value from 
reaching any person or em- 
ployee in person or through a 
third party or to any of his 
relatives or partners; 

C) All parties to a commer- 
cial transaction pertaining to 
purchases will not use sub- 
contracts or purchase orders 
as a means to transfer any 
funds or gains whatever their 
kind to any person or em- 
ployee that wields any au- 
thority or have influence on 
decision-making or to any of 
his relatives or partners; 

D) Parties to a commercial 
transaction are: govern- 
ments. departments, institu- 
tions. public establishments, 
national and regional or in- 
ternational agencies which 
deal in financing and lending 
credit and donations as well 
as manufacturers, producers 
and suppliers, agents com- 
mercial intermediaries and 
consultants and others pro- 
viding services or fundsthe for 
commercial transactions. 


Article 13: 

A) Commission or bonus 
to be paid to any agent or 
consultant or commercial in- 
termedian- should not exceed 
a reasonable limit paid for a 
legal service. These agents 
are not allowed to give any 
part of their commissions or 
bonus to others for the sake 
• ' eeking illegal measure or 
tor fee sake of making an 
illegal gain or advantage or to 
win or” ensure the perpetua- 
tion of any illegal matter: 

B) All agents and commer- 
cial intermediaries and con- 
sultants should submit to the 
concerned department, lists • 
of names of manfuacturers 
producers and supplies and 
the persons who represent 
them or deal with them and 
should submit 3 statement of 
the amount of commissions 
and bonuses that they recieve 
from them for legitimate ser- 
vices carried out directly or 
though a third parry: 

C) Agents, consultants and 
commercial intermediaries or 
suppliers will keep a modem 
accounting s\ stem and should 
record any transaction in the 
books and special registers to 
be ready for government ex- 
amination at any moment. 

Article 14: 

The authority discharges 
duties and powers invested it 
in a manner compatible with 
fee provisions of this statute 
and regulations emanating 
from it in cooperation and 
coordination with the other 
departments and in particular 
with the Audit Bureau, and 
the administrative inspection 
and control bureau as well as 
internal control units ir. 
accordance with a working 
plan to be put into force :h 
line with specific instructions 
that will be issued in this 
regard. 

Article 15: 

The authority chairman 
can. upon the recommenda- 
tion of the authority mem- 
bers. issue instructions for 
the implementation of the 
statute's regulations, includ- 
ing matters related to admi- 
nistrative and financial 
affairs, the executive func- 
tions. consultants, experts 
and specialists and their au- 
thorities and their financial 
rights and bonuses. 

Article 16: 

Any other text in any other 
legislation that runs contra rv 

to fee provisions of the this 
siaiuie will be considered 

cancelled. 



Oman readies plan to set up 
fund to guarantee bank deposits 


Azerbaijan, Western firms sign $7b oil deal 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Oman is planning to set up a 
fund to guarantee bank de- 
posits as part of reforms to 
strengthen its banks and 
bring them in line with inter- 

- national standards, officials 
said Tuesday. 

The central bank has work- 
ed out the plan and presented 
it to the finance ministry and 
Mother departments to add the 
final touches to the project, a 
central bank official told AFP 
by telephone from Muscat. 

“It will be referred soon to 
Sultan for approval. Once it 

- is endorsed, we will start 

■ -executive measures to set up 

■ the fund and decide its capit- 
. -al,” said Musa Abdul Rah- 
man, director of the bank 

' inspection department. 

; . The fund, to be subscribed 
. equally by the central bank 
' and commercial 'banks in 
Oman, is part of sweeping 
■reforms in the Gulf state’s 
banking sector following 
.worldwide guidelines on 
capital adequacy by Basle 
Committee. 

The committee, grouping 
die central banks of major 
industrial nations, has set an 


eight per cent floor of ade- 
quacy, the ratio between 
shareholders’ equity and 
assets. 

The requirement is in- 
tended to ensure banks 
around the world have 
enough funds to face a finan- 
cial crisis. 

Most Gulf states have laun- 
ched reforms to met that 
requirement and persuade 
Basle, created by die Bank 
for International Settlement 
(BIS), to drop its classifica- 
tion of them as high-risk 
countries in lending activi- 
ties. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, was the only Arab coun- 
try to have been excluded 
from that classification on the 
grounds it was the fifth big- 
gest creditor of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) minister of state for 
financial and industrial 
affairs, Ahmad Al Tayer, 
said last wek that banks in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) had met the 
BIS adequacy levels. 

Many of them had raised 


their capital in line with offi- 
cial instructions. 

In Oman, the reforms in- 
cluded interest-free deposits 
and other incentives for 
merging banks, greater cen- 
tral bank supervision, and 
instructions for all banks to 
boost capital to at least 10 
million nyals ($2.6 million). 

Omani officials said all the 
banks had complied with a 
deadline on capital increase 
while some units have 
merged to benefit from the 
incentives. 

“The deposit guarantee 
fund will naturally boost con- 
fidence oar banks as such a 
protection mechanism is not 
available in most countries. It 
will also encourage local and 
foreign investors,” Mr. 
Abdul Rahman said. 

The project also follows 
the collapse of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Inter- 
national (BCCI), whose cre- 
ditors are still awaiting com- 
pensation. 

The crisis has hit some 
Omani hawks as BCCI had 
shares in them but Omani 
banking officials said all of 


them had recovered and the 
nearly 20 banks even made 
record net profits of 23.1 
million riyals ($60 million) 
1993. 

Oman has also been en- 
gaged in large scale economic 
reforms aimed at offsetting 
weak oil prices and diversify- 
ing sources of income. 

Five key Omani govern- 
ment institutions have been 
sold to the public while major 
petrochemical and other pro- 
ject will be set op with private 
participation. 

The reforms also covered 
freeing interest rates, remov- 
ing red tape for investment, 
and opening up the official 
stock exchange for fore- 
igners. 

The UAE, which owned 77 
per cent of BCCI, also in- 
tends to set up a deposit 
guarantee fund after its 47 
Banks were jolted by the 
BCCI collapse, the 1991 Gulf 
War and a severe bad debt 
problem in the mid-1980s. 

Other Gulf states have 
pmounced similar plans but 
it is not dear when the pro- 
jects will see light. 


U.S. July trade gap swells as exports sag 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
.U.S. trade shortfall in goods 
and services widened sharply 
in July to $10.99 billion as 
exports sagged and imports 
kept rising, the Commerce 
Department said Tuesday. 

The deficit climbed 21.6 
per cent from June’s revised 
$9.04 billion gap and was well 
above Wall Street econom- 
ists’ forecasts of a $9.6 billion 
shortfall. 

The politically sensitive de- 
fiat on trade in goods with 
Japan increased to $5.67 bil- 
lion from $5.52 billion in 
June. That was the largest 
since a $5.8 billion gap in 
March and accounted for 
more than half the overall 
merchandise gap. 

While House economist 
Laura Tyson said Monday 


that despite “some promising 
signs” in long-running Japan- 
U.S, trade talks, not enough 
progress is being achieved in 
opening up Japan’s markets 
to more U.S.-made goods. 

The White House charges 
that Japan doses its markets 
to American goods while it 
runs up huge surpluses by 
invading U.S. markets with 
everything from cars to tele- 
vision sets. Washington has 
set a Sept. 30 deadline for 
solid signs of more access to 
Japan's markets for U.S. 
telecommunications and 
medical equipment and to 
other priority sectors under 
an economic framework pact. 

Exports contracted in July 
by 3.2 per cent to $56.47 
billion from $58.36 billion in 
June while imports posted a 


third straight monthly in- 
crease, up fractionally by 0.1 
per cent to $67.44 billion 
from $67.40 billion. 

Nearly 60 per cent of the 
drop in exports was due to 
weaker sales of civilian air- 
craft, which dropped SI bil- 
lion from June to S84I mil- 
lion in July, the lowest level 
since November 1989, when 
$500 miflion worth were sold 
overseas. 

The United States typically 
runs a surplus on the trade 
with other countries in ser- 
vices such as travel and tour- 
ism, partly offsetting persis- 
tent big merchandise trade 
deficits. 

Previously, the department 
said June's overall goods and 
services deficit was $937 bil- 
lion but it revised that down- 


$14.02 billion io June — the 
highest monthly shortfall 
since the department started 
calculating it on the current 
basis of the beginning of 
1992. The surplus on services 
fell slightly, to $4.71 billion 
from $4.98 billion in June. 

As the U.S. economy gains 
strength, it has been a draw- 
ing in foreign-made consum- 
er goods while Europe and 
Japan are barely growing. 
That makes trade a weak spot 
in a generally strong Amer- 
ican economic outlook. 

The cost of imported pet- 
roleum products rose to $5.03 
billion in July from 4.70 bil- 
lion in June. 


Singh: Indian reforms not finished 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
has won investors confidence 
with its free-market program- 
me but stronger growth and 
deeper reforms are needed to 
stem joblessness and protect 
social peace. Finance Minis- 
ter Manmoban Singh said 
Tuesday. 

“We have a large un- 
finished agenda ahead of us," 
said Mr. Singh, the engineer 
of India's three-year-old 
liberalisation programme. 

The strategy has opened 
India up to more imports, 
loosened the shackles on 
many firms, attracted foreign 
investment and built up cur- 
rency reserves. 

Mr. Singh told a confer- 
ence of business journalists 
that the near-term economic 


outlook was rosy. 

Gross domestic product 
will grow by at least five per 
cent in the fiscal year winch 
ends next March 31 and prob- 
ably will accelerate after that, 
he said. 

Annual inflation has fallen 
to single digits and is ex- 
pected to decline more in the 
coming months, while foreign 
debt as a share of output has 
declined. 

Exports, although below 
their blistering growth pace 
of 28 per cent, in the fiscal 
year which ended in March, 
are expected to expand by 12 
to 15 per cent this fiscal year. 

Foreign currency reserves 
are $18 billion compared to 
$1 billion in mid-1991 when 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 


simha Rao's government 
took over during a balance of 
payments crisis. 

The budget deficit which 
ballooned last year is now 
under control, he said. 

“In the short term the Indi- 
an economy should do well," 
Mr. Singh said, “confidence 
in the Indian economy has 
been fully restored. .. we have 
proved the prophets of doom 
wrong.” 

Bnt he said without even 
faster economic growth, 
greater fiscal discipline and a 
more sweeping privatisation 
programme, India would be 
unable to create enough jobs 
and gains in wealth could be 
unevenly distributed. 

“We need a much higher 
growth rate than we have had 
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BAKU (AFP) — After three 
years of tortuous negotiations 
with several governments, 
Azerbaijan and a Western 
consortium signed a $7.14 bil- 
lion contract Tuesday to de- 
velop the Transcaucasian re- 
public's rich offshore oil and 
gas reserves. 

“This is a historical mo- 
ment for Azerbaijan — after 
150 years of oil production 
we will finally reap the be- 
nefits of our own wealth," 
said Azerbaijani President 
Geidar Aliyev, at the signing 
ceremony at Baku’s Gulistan 
Palace attended by energy 
ministers from the U.S., Bri- 
tain, Norway and Turkey. 

He admitted the contract 
did not fully satisfy the coun- 
try's interests, but said that to 
reach an agreement, com- 
promises had to be made. 
Aliyev claimed Azerbaijan 
was now open to Western 
investment. 

B.P. Exploration President 
John Brown, who also spoke 
at the ceremony, d aimed bul- 
tishly that the deal would 
reshape the pattern of oil 
trade in the next century, 

“The eyes of the world are 
on Baku and this agreement 
symbolises a new begiiming 


and a new set of international 
relationships," he said. 
Senior executives from 


each member of the consor- 
tium (which comprises the 
Azerbaijani state ofi com- 
pany Socar and Russia’s 
Lukoil, while the Western 
side, led by B.P. and Statoil, 
consists of Amoco, Pennzofl/ 
Ram co Oil Services, Unocal, 
McDermott and Turkish Pet- 
roleum) signed the contract, 
which will be ratified shortly 
by the Azerbaijani parlia- 
ment. 

•'The contract is very good 
for Azerbaijan," said Assim 
Mollazade, deputy chairman 
of the opposition Popular 
Front Party. 

According to the British 
Petroleum/Statoil spokes- 
woman, the contract, which 
will last for 30 years, aims to 
produce 511 million tonnes of 
oil from the Chirag, Azeri 
and Cuneshli oil fields in the 
Caspian Sea at the cost of 
over $9 billion, 80 per cent of 
which will be met by the 
Western consortium. 

The production sharing 
agreement, the negotiation of 
which held up the signing for 
so long, gives 80 per cent to 
Azerbaijan — five per cent 
less than Azerbaijan had 
aimed for — and the rest to 
the Western consortium. 
Russia’s Lukoil, whose con- 
troversial entry to the project 
raised eyebrows amongst 


Dutch premier plans 
tighter budget for ’95 


THE HAGUE (AFP} — 
Dutch Premier Wim Kok in- 
formed parliament Tuesday 
about the broad outlines of 
next year's budget, which 
aims to maintain a tight rein 
on public spending despite 
signs of improving economic 
growth. 

Browth of gross domestic 
product (GDP), which fell to 
0.4 per cent in 1993. is ex- 
pected to reach two per cent 
this year and three per cent 
next year. 

Exports, boosted by strong 
demand from Asia and east- 
ern Europe, are expected to 
grow by four per cent this 
year and 6.25 per cent next 
year, after an 0.7 per cent rise 
last year. Mr. Kok pledged 
to back exports by bringing 
down wage costs. 

Meanwhile, inflation has 


stabilised at around 2.75 per 
cent a year, while unemploy- 
ment is expected to start 
dropping next year, with a 
forecast of 8.8 per cent by the 
end of 1995, according to 
conservative estimates by the 
Central Bureau of Planning. 

The public deficit for 1995 
is forecast at 18.6 billion guil- 
ders (some $10.7 billion) and 
any windfall receipts will go 
to redacing the deficit. 

The coalition government 
also envisages savings of 
some 183 billion guilders by 
1998 in health and social 
security services, where 
spending has been steadily 
increasing over the past few 
years. 

Savings will be made pri- 
marily by reducing govern- 
ment subsidies and grants, 
notably to students. 


While the government has 
been able to create six million 
new jobs each year, there are 
more than eight million new 
job seekers every year. 

Mr. Singh said the eco- 
nomy had to grow by be- 
tween six and seven per cent 
per year to absorb the unem- 
ployed and prevent wide- 
spread discontent. 

And greater attention must 
be paid to infrastructure pro- 
jects, he said. 

The state also needs to sell 
some of its interests in firms 
and overhaul the tax system 
to bring the budget deficit 
under greater control, he 
sad. 
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consortium members last 
year, will be paid out of 
Azerbaijan's share. 

The first erode is scheduled 
to come on stream in 18 
months’ time, while all gas 
• condensates produced will $o 
to Azerbaijan for use on its 
domestic market. 

Hurting after six years of 
war with neighbouring Arme- 
nia over the disputed enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and 
the collapse of economic ties 
following the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, Azerbaijan de- 
sperately needs oil revenues 
to rebuild its shattered eco- 
nomy. 

The deal will also be a 
boost for already burgeoning 
trade with neigh bearing Iran 
and Turkey. 

But while the contract has 
been signed, the politically 
charged issue of a pipeline 
route to export the crude to 
Western markets has still to 
be decided, with Russia and 
Turkey fighting a tough di- 
plomatic battle to have the 


pipeline routed through their 
own territories. 

Russia also questions the 
legal status of foe Caspian 
Sea, and Tuesday Russian 
foreign affairs ministry 
spokesman Grigory Karasin 
said in Moscow that Russia 
would “not recognise this 
agreement and its implica- 
tions,” underlining that 
•according to international 
a gr eements signed in 1921 
and 1940, all decisions affect- 
ing the whole of the Caspian 
Sea and its resources bad to 
be taken collectively by all 
countries with a Caspian 
coast. 

And as in 1917, when with 
the revolution the Roth- 
schilds and Nobels lost their 
valuable oil concessions 
around Baku, observers say 
the war over Karabakh, Rus- 
sia’s attempts to rebuild influ- 
ence in the region and politic- 
al uncertainty cast a shadow 
over the “oil deal of flic 
century." 


Philippines wants 
‘economic gateway’ role 


PARIS (AFP) — The Philip- 
pines Wants to become the 
“economic gateway" be- 
tween Europe and Asia, 
Foreign Minister Roberto 
Romulo said in an interview 
with AFP. 

“We look towards the Phi- 
lippines as a gateway to 
Asia,” the minister said. 

Mr. Romulo, accompany- 
ing Philippines President 
Fidel Ramos on a tour of nine 
European countries, empha- 
sised his country’s new poli- 
tical stability. “That is no 
longer a problem.” 

“All of our coup d’etats 
have disappeared. Since 


President Aquino we have 
stabilised, we are a working 
democracy. We are now 
trying to catch up with the 
pack, because the six 
ASEAN countries have been 
haying tremendous double- 
digit growth,” be said. 

“We are probably the most 
Westernised country of Asia, 
by that I mean we understand 
the West,” he said. 

Mr. Romulo was keen to 
emphasise his country's 
European, Spanish and U.S. 
ties. He said the Philippines 
“can be a gateway, a spring- 
board, or a platform to go to 
Asia.” 
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Coffee prices flare again on 
grounds of drought in Brazil 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Coffee prices have flared 
again to reach their highest 
level in nearly nine years, on 
news that drought has hit 
Brazil, the world’s largest 
producer. 

“Nobody knows up to what 
level the market can go. 
There is no limit unless peo- 
ple stop buying and drinking 
coffee.” said Carolyn Reilly, 
an analyst for the London 
Rudolf Wolff trading com- 
pany. 

Prices have more than tri- 
pled since the beginning of 
the year on the London fu- 
tures market. On Tuesday, 

E rices reached their highest 
;vel since January 1986 at 
$4,100 a tonne. 

Coffee roasters Nestle and 
Maxwell, which raised their 
prices in July after crops in 
Brazil were hit by a cold 
spell, could increase them 
again in the next few weeks 
because of the current 
drought, which has affected 
the flowering season, analysts 


said here. 

Operators fear that the 
May 95 to April 96 harvest 
will be lower than expected, 
after already suffering a 40 
per cent shortfall because of 
two cold spells in June and 
July. 

With no rain expected over 
the next few days, the market 
remained nervous here as 
analysts pointed out this 
could affect the flowering 
season and production of the 
coffee beans. 

The coffee shortfall comes 
after many producers in 
South America and Africa 
switched to other crops be- 
cause of lower prices over the 
past few years. 

Exporting countries had 
decided in October 1993 to 
temporarily withhold part of 
their production in a bid to 
raise prices. 

Exports from Colombia, 
the world's second largest 
producer, dropped by almost 
18 per cent over the 12 
months ending in July. 


And Indonesia and Ivory 
Coast — the two main pro- 
ducers of robusta coffee — 
have seen exports drop by 25 
and 40 per cent respectively 
•over the same period. 

Stocks held by roasters are 
now low and the companies 
are being forced to pay top 
prices fopr their supplies. 

And prices could raise 
further if Brazil goes ahead, 
as it said it would on Sept. 6, 
with a plan to limit exports to 
ensure a plentiful supply for 
the domestic market and 
limit inflation at home. 

Meanwhile, Uganda’s cof- 
fee exports fell 41 per cent in 
the trading week to Monday 
as stocks were held back 
waiting for prices to rise, the 
state-run Uganda Coffee De- 
velopment Authority 
(UCDA) said Tuesday. 

It said in a report that 
exports fell to 25,111 kilog- 
ramme bags from 60,883 bags 
in the previous week. 

“Export activity was re- 
latively low mainly because 
world coffee prices are ex- 
pected to rise soon," an offi- 
cial from UCDA, the indus- 
try's Top policy body, told 
Reuters. 

UCDA said Uganda was 
expected to export 2.3 mil- 
lion 60 kilogramme bags this 
crop year, which ends on 
Sept. 30, up from 2.09 million 
bags last year. 


Lebanon first Eurobond 
said 6 progressing nicely 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
first Eurobond issue is “prog- 
ressing nicely" with indica- 
tions of interests from 
offshore clients topping two- 
thirds of its minimum set 
$150 million amount, a finan- 
cial source said. 

“I understand the issue is 
progressing nicely. At this 
point it is going along good as 
expected," the source told 
Reuters. 

“There is quite an interest 
in it and the rates are very 
attractive," he added. “I ex- 
pect it to be fully sub- 
scribed.” 

It is Lebanon's first 
attempt to tap the interna- 
tional debt market. Author- 
ities in June opened a secon- 
dary market, trading now 
only in shares of the Sotdiere 
company to rebuild Beirut 
centre, and say the defunct 
stock exchange will open* 
soon. 

The source did not specify 
when the issue will come out 
but said that indications of 
interests will continue to be 
taken in uritil the end of the 
month. Lead manager Mer- 
rill Lynch International be- 
gan receiving them on Sept. 
14. 

Asked about a newspaper 
report that Merrill Lynch has 
so far secured at least $100 
million of the Eurobond's 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreig n Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 

U.S. 51.00 costs 1.3451/61 Canadian dollar 

1.5551/61 Deutschemarks 

1.7438/48 Dutch guilders 

2.2880/90 Swiss francs 

32.00/04 Belgian francs 

5.3155/05 French francs 

1569.3/0.8 Italian lire 

98.29/39 Japanese yen 

7.5018/18 Swedish crowns 

6.8115/65 Norwegian crowns 

6.1130/80 Danish crowns 
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amount in indications of in- 
terest, the source said: “Yes, 
this is accurate. Probably 
more money has been se- 
cured so far.” 

Last week a financial 
source said the size and terms 
of the issue will be fixed after 
a “road show” by Merrill 
Lynch in Gulf states and 
European capitals between 
Sept. 17 to 27. He said then 
that the issue will be on fixed 
price reoffer basis. 

A preliminary offering 
circular by Merrill Lynch said 
the coupon has not been set 
yet but the source said it 
would be probably around 10 
per cent. This is 300 to 350 
basis points over U.S. three- 
year treasury notes which 
stand at 6.67’ per cent. 

“It looks it is goin* to be a 
generous coupon.” he said. 

The source said Lebanon, 
which has no rating yet be- 
cause of its 1975-90 civil war 
and the fact that it has not 
borrowed before on interna- 
tional markets, has to offer 
high rates to attract foreign 
capital but could lower them 
on future issues. 

Indications of interest were 


Saudi power fi 
reports $247m 


MANAMA (R) — The Saudi 
Consolidated Electric 
Company- West has reported 
a 925.9 million Saudi rival 
(S246.9 million) net operating 
loss in a year, a company 
official said Tuesday. 

The company’s loss was 16 
per cent up on the previous 
year's net operating loss of 
797.0 million rivals ($212.5 
million), despite an increase 
in its electricity safes in the 
kingdom. 

It was the third major 
Saudi Arabian power firm, 
mainly owned by the Saudi 
government, to report a huge 
loss so far this year. 

The company official said 
total income rose to 1.71 
billion riyals ($453.3 million) 
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in the year ending last June 
from 1.50 billion 05400.0 mil- 
lion; a year earlier. 

Figures released by the 
firm Tuesday showed share- 
holders* funds dropped to 
6.49 billion riyals (SI. 73 bil- 
lion) from 7.47 billion (SI.99 
billion). Assets rose to 2S.5S 
billion riyals (S7.61 billion) 
from 27.61 billion (S7.36 bil- 
lion). 

Last month, the Saudi 
Consolidated Electric 
Company-South said it had 
lost 725.5 million rivals 
(S193.5 million) in the year 
ending in June 1994. up 3.3 
per cent on a 702.2 million 
(S187.3 million) loss a year 
earlier. 

The Saudi Consolidated 
Electric Company-East has 
also reported a $10 million 
riyals (SI 36.0 million) I os? 
during the same period. 

Industry sources said ±i 
Saudi government spends 
around SI billion to cover the 
electricity firms’ losses and 
for paying Saudi shareholders 
a seven per cent annual in- 
come on their holdings in the 
firms.* 

Dubai gold 
imports rise 

DLiBAl ( R) — Gold imports 
into Dubai, a world trading 
centre for the metal, rose 
slightly in the second quarter 
of 1994 after a decline in the 
previous three months, the 
World Gold Council i\VGC) 

“Total gold imports in the 
first seven months of 1994 
were 146.S tonnes as com- 
pared to 141.65 tonnes in the 
corresponding period las: 
year.*’ a WGC statement sent 
to Reuters said. 

"This is particularly signifi- 
cant since, in the first quarter 
(of 1994). gold imports had 
declined by 24 per cent over 
the previous year." ii added. 

A rise in world oil prices 
during June 3nd July had 
contributed to a general 
optimism in the market, the 
WGC said. 

The stan in April of the 
marriage season in India — 
the main market for gold 
reexported from Dubai — 
and 3 good monsoon there 
had led to strong gold de- 
mand in the second quaner. 
the statement said. 

"It is anticipated that this 
positive trend in gold offtake 
will continue for the res: of 
the year nad consequently it 
is estimated that the drop in 
1994 over 1993 will be con- 
tained to a nominal level ' 
five to seven per cent." 
added. 

Gold imports into Dubat 
fell sharply in 1993 from un- 
usually high levels in 1992. 
which were prompted by In- 
dia's loosening of its gold 
import rules. 

The WGC statement con- 
trasts with a less bullish view 
offered in June by Pedro 
Bertram the Dubai-based 
head of the WGC in the 
Middle East and subconti- 
nent. who predicted that 199-i 
was Hkely to see total imports 
of 1 /0-lSu tonnes, around 
pre-1992 levels. 

The WGC said 11.4 tonnes 
of gold was consumed in 
Dubai in the second quarter 
of 1994. compared to 10 ton- 
nes in the same period last 
vear. 
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FIFA may reconsider doping test 


PARIS — A leading FIFA 
official called on Tuesday 
for the spon's world gov- 
erning body to take a new 
.look at anti-doping mea- 
sures after it was revealed 
that a French first division 
player had tested positive. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said soccer's 
third positive test in recent 
months was a blow to the 
sport and that FIFA’s ex- 
ecutive meeting in New 
.York next month would almost 
^certainly examine the problem 
again. 

His comments came after 
;it emerged on Tuesday that 
an unnamed French player 
had been secretly punished 
.by the French federation 
last season for failing a rest. 

Soccer, based more on 


individual skill than on 
strength or endurance, has 
long prided itself on not 
having the chronic doping 
problems associated with 
spons such as athletics, 
cycling or weightlifting. 

But the notorious Diego 
Maradona ephedrine case 
at the World Cup finals in 
June and the one-year ban 
imposed earlier this month 
on Dynamo Minsk midfiel- 
der Valentin Belkevich for 
using anabolic steroids af- 
ter a UEFA Cup drugs test 
this season have brought 
soccer firmly into the dop- 
ing spotlight. 

The French sports daily 
L'Equipe revealed on 
Tuesday that a first division 
player had been secretly 
suspended last season for 
doping. 

French federation Presi- 


dent Claude Simonet con- 
firmed the case in response 
to Reuter questions bur de- 
clined to name the player 
or the substance he had 
taken. 

“It was a minor case." he 
said. "The player was given 
a one-month suspended 
ban. It was just a warning.'’ 

But Mr. Simonet did 
categorically deny L'E- 
quipe speculation that the 
player was from the Mona- 
co club, European Cup 
semifinalists last season. 

Mr. Blatter -said he had 
just learned of the French 
case and could not com- 
ment on it. 

Asked for a reaction, he 
said he was disappointed. 
“We and other sporting 
bodies are fighting against 
doping in sport. 

“In football we have al- 


ways had negative tests in 
the past. Now we have had 
three positives. This will 
give us food for thought. I 
think we will probably have 
to look at this problem 
again at our executive 
meeting in New York." 

Mr. Blatter said it was 
important . that soccer kept 
conducting dope tests and 
that it punished offenders 
harshly. 

Ironically, soccer is the 
only Olympic sport which 
has chosen not to follow an 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC)' cam- 
paign to stamp out doping, 
refusing to sign an IOC 
accord because FIFA 
opposes out-of-competition 
testing. 

Mr. Blatter was dearly 
embarrassed by the French 


feder ation 's failure to in- 
form FIFA of the positive 
test. 

He said there were no 
standard rules on publicis- 
ing doping cases but that 
national federations we re 
obliged to inform FIFA 
when they took sanctions 
against a player. 

However, the French 
federation' s sec recy went in 
the face of FIFA policy on 
the deterrent effect of pub- 
licising offenders and in- 
evitably fuelled speculation 
that there could be further 
hidden cases. 

L'equipe, quoting un- 
named sources, said that 
.five first division players in 
France had shown positive 
on first or a test samples 
last .season. Four were 
cleared later on medical 
grounds. 


No one likely to repeat 
Laver’s grand slam win soon 

NEWPORT. R.I. (AP) — It best match I played on clay" as in Laver's day. 


Norwich wins at Ipswich 

IPSWICH. England (AP) — for the fourth time this sea- 
Carl Bradshaw put in the son, is 20th with four points, 
rebound off his own blocked Before 17,447 fans in driv- 
penalty kick Monday to give ing rain, Rob Newman put 
Norwich a 2-1 victory over Norwich ahead in the 11th 
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the tennis grand the grand slam by winning competition in today’s game neighbourhood rivals in the ised with a penalty in the final 

nan has done it Wimbledon in four sets over is greater than anything they English premier league. minute before halftime. 

t John Npwmmhp ' Bradshaw, a £450.000 After scoring only once in 


. slam. No man has done it Wimbledon in fo 
since and. the way Laver sees John Newcombe. 

' it. it's unlikely it will happen He finished off his second 
again soon. grand slam by i 


tit iimaiicu on ms second i ne composite, wia 
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"The composite, wide- (5675,000) summer signing its first five games, Norwich 

)dy rackets have allowed a from Sheffield United, ■ manager John Deehan shook 


tin soon. grand slam by winning the body rackets have allowed a from Sheffield United, ■ manager John Deehar 

i think Pete Sampras is U .S. Open, with Roche again lot of players to compete and steered home the ball after up his lineup with new 

certainly the odds-on choice. giying Laver a toughest test, play very good tennis at a goalkeeper Craig Forrest Mike Milligan and 

He's the one you point to this time in the final. very young age," Laver said. aCTobaticaDy^ saved the spot Sheron, and Newma 

who could do it," Laver said. The final was pushed back 


very young age," Laver said. 
"It’s possible to become a 


acrobatically saved the spot 
kick in the 52nd minute. 
The penalty itself was a 


up his lineup with newcomers 
Mike Milligan and Mike 
Sheron, and Newman was 
pushed up front to fill the 
void left by departed £5 mil- 
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players couldn’t hit a bright Laver and Roche took the young age. disputed one. Angry Ipswich lion (S7.5 million) striker 

patch in their careers, but I court at Forest Hills, the ' “(There's also) a great deal Payers surrounded referee Chris Sutton. 

. don't foresee it. grass was stil damp. Laver of pressure on the players to Roger Dtikes to protest after Newman broke the scoring 

“It’s harder to do now. I lost the first set, then win the matches. It’s tougher Simon Milton was penalised drought when he darted for- 

don’t think players put emph- changed inot a pair of blunt all the way throuigh the for pushing Ian Crook at the ward to toe-poke The ball 

asis in rheir lives on being tennis spikes in search of draw." edge of the area. past Forrest after Jon News- 
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disappointed if they don’t win more traction. The victory was the first for ome headed down a Neil 

a grand slam. A lot of people .“I was still slipping in the , Norwich over its East Anglia Adams free kick. 

' are just happy to win a grand spikes.” Laver remembers, nrot* H O rivals at Portman Road since Newsome was later whis- 

slam tournament." but he overwhelmed Roche XNxH,d.AClll 1982, and improved the tied for the foul that allowed 

Laver, 56, won Wimbledon to win the match in four sets. ° Kanaries to 10th in the 22- 37-year-old Wark to convert 

and the Australian. French Australian Fred Stolle, llT f eai ? lea gu e wth nine points his spot kick just before the 
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juiira Misiainea in last aun- iMvanew ornciais trom au saia: "Fart ot the cur- 
day’s plane crash which also visiting the Asian Games, a rent China-Japan relations 

cost the life of another player move in contrast with its past are experiencing a very diffi- 

and three crew. policy of avoiding argument cult problem. I came here to 

Ikeoju, whose chest was with its huge neighbour over ask Japan to make a political 


humidity, and on the grass it 
-was even worse." 


Smile and I aver' mint kl,,ed when P Ianc return- Minister Yohei Kono said 
the faa that rhtf tournament ^ froin 311 Cham- Japan would stick to its ded- 

e mw nlaved on P ioas ’ 9* ^ Tunisia sion to allow Vice Premier 


Taiwan. derision." 

During a meeting with He added that the 
Chinese Ambassador Xu Taiwanese officials “plan to 
Dunxin in Tokyo. Foreign attend the games for a politic- 
Minister Yohei Kono said al purpose." 


Japan would stick to its deri- But Kono, quoted by Jiji 
sion to allow Vice Premier Press, ended the 15 minutes 
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final in straight sets over Ken hardcourt and rabberised — The two pilots and an Taiwanese officials to attend reiterating his call for China's 
■ Rosewall — “probably the instead of jus, grass and Cay, K! c“was £ “l®’"’* “S^^on 

lying 32 members of the dub Kono told Xu: “We admit * 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
7TH CIRCLE AREA 

Consists of three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large salon, 
dining, krtchen and glassed-in veranda. Separate central 
heating, garage, telephone and ail electrical appliances. 

For more information, call 821662 


Furnished Apt. 
in Abdoun 

.Consists of 2 bedrooms. 2 sitting areas, veranda, sepa- 
rate heating, telephone. 

For more information, call 662016 from 11-2 p.m. 
621377 from 2-6 p.m. 


A well established regional office in 
Amman needs a female Jordanian 
to work as Receptionist/Typist. 

Applicant must: 

- Be able to communicate fluently in 
English both verbally and in writing. 

- Be familiar with computers and 
office equipments. 

- Be well versed with Microsoft Word. 

- Knowledge of Microsoft Powerpoint 
and Excel is an advantage. 

Please fax resume to 68721 9 
Or mail to P.O.Box 830848 
Amman 11183 

NOT LATER THAN MON. 26TH 


I and a crew of seven. ... * me laiwanese omciais'] cutnng diplomatic relations 

Four of the other 23 in- visit after carefully consider- with Taiwan. Since then, 

jured passengers were still ing the case. We would like Tokyo has acceded to Beij- 

being detained in hospital but you to understand it.” ing’s insistence that all coun- 

their condition was not se- But the Chinese ambassa- tries with whom it has di- 


Kono told Xu: “We admit- to communist China in 1972, 
ted_ (the Taiwanese officials') cutting diplomatic relations 


being detained in hospital but you to understand it.” ing’s insistence that all coun- 

their condition was not se- But the Chinese ambassa- tries with whom it has di- 

rious, the hospital spokesman dor refused to back down and plomatic relations recognise 

added. warned that Japan should re- it as the sole, legitimate gov- 

emment of all of China. 

Tokyo previously has not 

. , ” ~ accepted any official visit 

Astra Establishment for Commercial ftom . Taiwan, which china 

Agencies has pnt on the markets its “n« d “at a it b ^!l ka e™La'ity 
new feminine scent from GIVENCHY rc ^ ver ^ goveniment 

Fleur D’intendit" which tion a special touch of soft- has taken what observers 

last week reached major ness.” here say is an unusual step in 

scent stores and pharma- With these words Imad Japan’s capacity as this year’s 

ries in Jordan. AJtayyah, director of Astra host of the most important 

Fleur D’interdit is the Givenchy agents in Jordan sporting event in the region, 

scent of the tender flower presented the new scent, Tokyo has defended its 
— scent of happiness and stressing the importance of position, saying that the 

j°y- _ the role Givenchy plays in Taiwanese officials' visit is 

“The beautiful bottle and the world of fashion and merely connected to Taipei's 

the rosy-coloured scent cosmetics and scent at the bid to stage the Asian Games I 

gives the Givenchy collec- international level. in 2002. I 


uuwci pjcacuicu uie new seem, 

— scent of happiness and stressing the importance of 
joy- _ the role Givenchy plays in 

“TTte beautiful bottle and the world of fashion and 
the rosy-coloured scent cosmetics and scent at the 
gives the Givenchy collec- international level. 


Excellent Job Opportunity^ 


Bilingual Kindergarten in Khalda, Amman seeks 
applications for the post of HEADMISTRESS, 
30 - 40 years of age with three to five years 
experience in K.G., preferably English Native 
Speakers. 

Please send C.V. and application in own 
handwriting and a recent photograph to: 
P.O.Box 830476 
Post Code 11183 Amman. 



A file picture dated July 1984 shows U.S. world rankings in 1984, was discovered in an 
tennis player Vitas Ge raj aids. The body of apartment of a friend in Southampton, New 
40-year-old Gerulaitis, winner of die Austra- York on Sunday (AFP photo) 
lian Open in 1977 and number four in the 

Police: Gerulaitis died of 
carbon monoxide poisoning 


SOUTHAMPTON. N.Y. 
(AP) — Former tennis star 
Vitas Gerulaitis apparently 
died of accidental monoxide 
poisoning, police said Mon- 
day night. 

Gerulaitis, 40, appeared to 
have been overcome by the 
fumes from a "faulty propane 
heater installation’’ that 
speeded into the hearing and 
air conditioning system of a 
friend’s home. Southampton 
village police said. 

Police said they did not 
know whether Gerulaitis was 
asleep at the time of the 
accident. He was the only 
person in the guest cottage of 
the oceanfront estate in this 
affluent Long Island town. 

Investigators found “lethal 
|evels” of carbon monoxide 
inside the entire residence 
where Gerulaitis' body was 
found shortly after 3 p.m. 
(1900 GMT) Sunday. Police 
said there was no history of 
carbon monoxide trouble at 
the residence. 

Gerulaitis' body was found 
on the bed, fully clothed. 
Police said there were no 
signs of drugs or crime. 

The Suffolk county medic- 
al examiner's office con- 
ducted an autopsy Monday. 
The examiner said further 
toxicological tests were being 
done. 

Nancy Chaffee Whitaker, a 
former tennis star married to 
ABC sportscaster Jack Whi- 
taker, saw Gerulaitis the day 
before his body was found. 
He’d flown in from the west 
coast late Friday night and 
arrived at the Raquet club of 
East Hampton early the next 
morning for a charity tennis 
clinic. 

Despite a sore back, a long 


trip and little sleep, Geru- 
laitis was in good spirits, she 
said. “He looked good. He 
didn’t look like he wasn't 
feeling well or that something 
was wrong." 

WTien the dinic ended, she 
said, "he gave me a hug and 
said, “I’ll see you at 7," when 
a dinner at the club was 
scheduled. 

But Gerulaities did not 
show up at the dinner, and 
the following afternoon a ser- 
vant who went to the guest 
cottage to make the bed 
found his body. 

Gerulaitis’ host was de- 
veloper Martin Raynes, a 
friend since both men were 
fixtures on the Manhattan 
party circuit in the ’70s. 
Gerulaitis was a frequent 
guest at the shingle-and-stone 
cottage, police said. 

Gerulaitis played his last 
match Wednesday night in 
Seattle on the champions 
tour, a circuit for men 35 and 
over. He withdrew from the 
even the next day because of 
a bad back. 

He injured it at the begin- 
ning of a doubles match: 
Gerulaitis and Jimmy Con- 
nore vs. Bjorn Borg and John 
Lloyd. 

Gerulaitis and Connors 
lost in straight sets, but had 
some fun. When the chair 
umpire ordered the usual 
“new balls" during a 
changerover, Gerulaitis said, 
“new balls. Old players.” 
Gerulaitis acknowledged 
using cocaine during the late 
1970s and '80s, and said that 
drugs and late nights under- 
cut a career that was based on 
quickness and endurance. He 
was treated for substance 
abuse and was implicated. 


though never charged, io a 
cocaine-dealign conspiracy in 
1983. 

■ Fred stolle, Gerulaitis’ for- 
mer coach, said Gerulaitis 
had admitted using drugs, but 
that he’d been off them “at 
least the last couple of 
years.” 

Comedian Alan King, a 
fixture at the U.S. Open, had 
known Gerulaitis for more 
than two decades. He recal- 
led the tennis star’s generos- 
ity and humour. 

After Borg had beaten 
Gerulaitis 16 consecutive 
times, an unbowed Gerulaitis 
proclaimed: “Nobody beats 
Gerulaitis 17 times in a row” 
King remembered. 

"Although he was a high 
liver — he went all the way — 
every year he used to give 
away hundreds and hundreds 
of rackets.... TTiere wasn’t a 
charity event he didn’t show 
up for,” King said. 

John McEnroe Sr. said his 
son, John, was “terribly dis- 
traught by the news” of 
Gerulaitis’ death. McEnroe 
Sr. recalled that Gerulaitis 
was an inspiration to his son 
when the two were playing 
tennis as youingsters in the 
New York area. 

“John and Vitas were at 
the Port Washington Tennis 
Academy together at the 

LNE time. John was five 

years younger than Vitas. So 
Vitas’ success was quite pro- 
nounced in the junior and 
then John was following, in 
effect, in his footsteps," he 
said. 

Gerulaitis is survived by a 
sister, Ruta, and his mother, 
Alodonna. A funeral is sche- 
duled for Thursday, but de- 
tails were not settled. 
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technically 
we do have 
infrastructure. 


e to catch the 
of the IOC. 
reasons a city 
ist the Olym- 
m, language, 
basically we 
ce them our 


Nov. ll. 

Anton Geesink. Holland's 

f iant judo champion in 
okyo in 1964. and Japan's 
Chiharu Igaya, slalom silver 
medallist at Cortina in 1956 
are other medal winners on 
the commission which could 
lean heavily on the advice of 
Puerto Rican banker Richard 
Carriuan and IOC sports 
director gilbert Felli. 

The commission repons 
back on Dec. 2-3 to an elec- 
toral college headed by South 
Korea’s IOC Vice-President 
Kim Un Young. 

The four short-listed candi- 
dates chosen by Kira’s elec- 
toral board on Jan. 24 will 
make their final bid at the 
IOC session in Budapest in 
June. 

By then most, if not all, the 
IOC members will have vi- 


sited the four remaining 
candidates and it is the per- 
sonal friendships built up be- 
forehand that may swing the 
vote. 

“It's a question of trust,” 
said Bob Brennan, press 
chief for the 1996 Atlanta 
Summer games. ‘We found 
there had to be confidence 
not only that we could do it 
but we would do it the way 
we had promised."’ 

“And that often comes 
down to the friendships you 
have established. The South 
is known for its hospitality 
and I think the IOC members 
saw us as genuinely likeable 
people.” 

He discounts speculation 
of votes being bought. 

“What’s the use of paying 
when you can nevet be sure 
they’d vote for you,” he said. 


ansher wants to reach No. 10 Baseball gone, but life goes on 


EARIS(AP) • — Six down and 
’X Jour togo. Jansher Khan is 
making no secret of his ambi- 
2^tk)n tp iWin 10 World Open 
^tities befora he hangs up his 

S Ti racket, having estab- 
himself as the most 
succesdu! player the sport 
-has ever known. 

And yet, the more he 
- strives to reach such an im- 
probable objective, the har- 
der It win be for the hugely 
talented Pakistani to achieve 
it. 

Physically, and mentally, 
Jansher will find that the 
challenges are going to in- 
crease rather than diminish. 

The 25-year-old from 
Peshawar captured his sixth 
world title in Barcelona last 
Sunday equalling the tourna- 
ment record set by his more 
illustrious namesake, Jahan- 
gir Khan, and setting his per- 
sonal agenda until the end of 
the decade. 

“If I don’t get injured over 
the next four or five years, I 
am fully confident that I can 
win 10 World Opens." he 
says, and on last week's evi- 
dence there appears no-one 
currently to touch him. 

“Tactically, the best player 
on the circuit by far,” “the 
number one in the world” 
and “brilliant” — these tri- 
butes were paid last week to 
Jansher not by his adoring 
fans, but' by the people he 
■ ground effortlessly into sub- 
mission. 

However, he is unlikely to 
find future successes quite so 

Becker 
opens 
2nd shop 

BONN (AFP) — Tennis 
champion Boris Becker is 
opening his second Mercedes 
car dealership in estem Ger- 
many Friday, the German car 
manufacturer announced 
Tuesday. 

Becker, one of the top- 
earning tennis players, has 
invested 25 mfllion marks 
($16 million) in two garages, 
employing 86 people, which 
sell and do maintenance on 
Mercedes models. 

The second dealership in 
the northern city of Strals- 
cund will be operated by 
Karl-Heinz Becker, Boris’ 
father. 

Boris himself will not be 
attending the inauguration of 
the garage as be is due to be 
playing in a tournament m 
Ku ala-Lump ur next week. 


straightforward. 

As Jansher readily admits, 
he needs to re main injury- 
free to stay at the top — a 
feat which is becoming in- 
creasingly difficult as the 
pace and power of squash has 
increased in recent years. 

He blamed a nagging ankle 
injury for his 3-0 defeat to 
England’s Peter Marshall in 
Paris two weeks ago, and 
claimed it nearly stopped him 
from compering in Barcelo- 
na. Hopefully, it will prove to 
be a temporary inconveni- 
ence, rather than the start of 
a long-running affliction. 

Yet it’s highly unlikely that 
the physical wear and tear of 
such a gruelling sport will not 
make its presence felt before 
the end of the decade, as it 
has done for Jansher's rivals. 

Jansher’s own reign has 
been made easier by the in- 
juries which, to varying de- 
grees, have cut short the 
playing of his most dangerous 
opponents — Jahangir Khan 
and Australians Chris Ditt- 
mar and Chris Robertson. 

A hip injury, coupled with 
personal problems, has also 
meant a year of defear and 
disappointment for Rodney 
Martin, the 1991 world cham- 
pion. 

The other challenge facing 
Jansher is a mental one — 
coping with the burden of 
people’s expectations back in 
Pakistan. 

Like supporters of Euro- 
pean football champions AC 
Milan, Jansher’s followers 


have become so used to suc- 
cess that only continued in- 
vincibility will do. 

“When you’re world num- 
ber one, there's always press- 
ure,” he said. 

“Sometimes you lose in a 
tournament. And- when I do 
my family understands me, 
that I’m playing a Jot of 
tournaments and that it 
doesn't matter if Jansher 
loses one. They know he’s 
not a machine. But the coun- 
try always wants you to win.” 

Indeed, it was the fear of 
defeat in the World Open — 
rather than the fear of ex- 
acerbating his injury during 
the tournament — which 
drove him to the brink of 
withdrawal, two hours before 
his flight to Barcelona. 

“I thought, it’s the World 
Open and my country always 
wants me to win the tourna- 
ment. And I don’t want to go 
there and lose because I'm 
not fit. If I go there I must 
win.” 

In the end, he went. And 
he won. 

But in the final, the loss of 
the opening game — his first 
of the tournament — was put 
down as much to the over- 
whelming pressure as Mar- 
shall's glorious attacking 
game, and the fear of his 
injury returning also haunted 
him during the 90-minute en- 
counter. 

“I thought if I lost, what 
would happen? Even when I 
was leading 2-1 1 was thinking 
‘I must wm, I must win.'” 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Actor Albert Brooks sum- 
med up the frustrations of 
U.S. baseball fans, no longer 
able to enjoy their favourite 
sport as a means from escap- 
ing life-or-death issues such 
as the U.S, occupation of 
Haiti. 

“If Jimmy Carter could go 
and get that Haiti thing 
solved, you would think 
somebody could solve a base- 
ball strike,” said Brooks, 
who plays the title role in a 
new baseball movie called 
“The Scout.” 

Carter’s last-minute nego- 
tiations prevented a U.S. 
military invasion of Haiti on 
Sunday, producing a settle- 
ment to end the military dic- 
tatorship there and restore 
democracy. 

Baseball had no such 
saviour as owners voted last 
Wednesday to cancel the re- 
mainder of the season and 


playoffs because of a players ’ 
strike. The owners’ demands 
for a salary cap prompted the 
walkout and led to the first 
cancellation of a World 
Series in 90 years. 

“It's terrible." Brooks 
said. “A lot of people are 
acting like babies. They 
ought to sit down. The World 
Series is like Christmas. It's 
just supposed to be there. It’s 
part of our lives.” 

But those lives have 
already started to go on with- 
out baseball. 

“Go watch football or bas- 
ketball, or go ro the movies.” 
advised Pittsburgh pitcher 
Andy Van Slyke. “The world 
doesn't end because there is 
no baseball.” 

Teams have already started 
reducing their off-season ex- 
penses. Kansas City fired 
manager Hal McRae, who 
guided the Royals into play- 
off contention when the 
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strike came. San Diego fired 
half of their 50-person admi- 
nistrative staff. The Oak- 
land A’s plan to lay off 17 
front-office workers. 

Players union head Don 
Fehr begins a series of re- 
gional meetings with the 
membership Tuesday in 
Atlanta to apraise people 
what happens . now. Fehr’s 
tour continues Wednesday in 
Tampa, here on Friday and 
next week in Chicago, Dal- 
las. Phoenix and Los 
Angeles. 

The Colorado Rockies 
announced plans to raise tick- 
et prices next year. They will 
move to a smaller stadium, 
one built only for baseball. 
Fewer seats will mean higher 
prices in order to stay com- 
petitive, the team said. 

Some players wonder if 
fans will buy tickets again at 
any price. 


I Apartment For Rent I 
in Shmeisani I 


3 bedrooms — 2 bathrooms -, 
central heating and garden. 
Furnished or unfurnished. 


For more information call : 
864740 - 864741 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A prominent educational institute is seeking an 
executive secretary with the following qualifications: 

1. Good knowledge of spoken and written English, 

2. A secretarial diploma, 

3. Minimum experience of 3 years preferably in the 
educational field, 

4. Computer skills. 

Those who meet the above requirements 
I should call 821549 from 10 a.m.-12 on Satur- 
day Sept 24. 1994 


JOIN US 

.CARTOON CHARACTERS 


“QgE&i IMfflll 
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For Reservations, please call 641361 ext. 2222 


VILLA 


FOR SALE OB RENT 


VILLA IN DAIR AL-GHBAR AREA 

X- Basement : consisting of - 
maid room, bathrom. Storage room 
kitchen. 

x- Ground Floor : 4 bedrooms. 4 
bathrooms, living room with fire place, big 
Kitchen salon & dining room with garage, 
guard room, swimming pool & garden. 
Total Area of The Land 1000m2 . 


Call 673210 






Bing^ 

Sponsored by 

RAWAND PHARMACY 

This Wednesday & Every Wednesday 
Lots of Ftm Prizes + Music 
No Extra Charge !! 

Book Yonr Table Now. 


e 


Iwhen preparing to visit or tour Jordan:Try 'lirfnsE 

I The More YoulMfjS^ j3 
i The More You Know! | 



Ask For - ! urine lvs and dvs Lunch & Dinner j 
V ouchers at authorized Travel Agents apd other s » V 
Call -Twin* 816690 or 863944 jy 


NEWS IN BRIEF; 

Popescu gets Spurs go-ahead j 

LONDON (AFP) — Romanian World Cup defender 
Gheorghe Popescu received international clearance and a 
work permit from the British government to begin; his 
career with English club, Tottenham Hotspur, on Tuesday. 

The 26-year-old star had to make a hectic dash back to 
Holland to obtain a new visa tor his passport, before! his 
2.9-million-pound move from PSV Eindhoven could; be 
finalised- Popescu is likely to make his Spurs debut in 
Wednesday’s second round, first leg league cup match, 
away to first division Watford. 1 

Liverpool star cleared of ‘elbowing* ■ 

LONDON ( AFP1 — Liverpool defender Neil Ruddock has 
been spared disciplinary action by the English Fooltball 
Association over an alleged elbowing incident, involving 
Manchester United star End Cantona. United players 
were furious when Ruddock escaped a booking after -the 
dash in the Premiership match at Old Trafford ' on 
Saturday, which the champions won 2-0. TV evidence 
appeared to support United’s case but an FA spokesman 
said on Tuesday: “We have received no complaints 
whatsoever from any source. No action is being tak^n." j 
Cantona, the French international captain, was booked / / 
minutes later for a scything crackle on Ruddock from j / } 
behind. . - ‘ " 

Date beats Japanese compatriot 

TOKYO (AP) — Second-seeded Kimiko Date, overcom- 
ing a sore shoulder, trounced Japanese qualifier Ayako 
Hirose 6-4, 6-0 Tuesday in the first round of the Nichirei 
international ladies tennis championships. It was Date’s 
first match since she lost to Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain 6-3, 6-0 in the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open earlier 
•in September- U.S. Open champion Sanchez Vicario, the 
top-seeded player in the Nichirei tournament, plays' her 
. first match on Wednesday. "I've been suffering from a.sore ■ / 
shoulder for a long time. I need rest but I must play even 
though I felt pain in my shoulder,” said Date, ranked 
seventh in the world. Hirose moved ahead 2-0 with a 
service break in the second game, but Date fought back to 
4-4. Date then broke again, served out the set and cruised 
through the second set, closing out the match in 65 minutes 
on the hard court of Ariake colosseum. “It took time tc 
adjust ion my first game in Japan since the U.S. Open,” 

Date said. 


Furnished Apartment. 

For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, living & dining 
room wiht telephone, independent central he&t- / 
ing & lift. 

Location: Fifth Circle, near Jabri Stores. - 

For more information, please catt: v 

601767 \ 

HOUSE TO LET — 

West Amman, 8th Circle, 400m 2 , 4 bedrooms, 
dining room, 2 guest rooms, living room, TV 
room maid room with bath, oak kitchen, storage 
room 3 verandas, central heating, 2 tel. lines, 
sat. dish, 2 double garages, 400m z basement, 
rent for 2 years. Furnished or unfurnished. 
Contact Mr. Yaseen Tel. 665159 (8 a.m.-2 
p.m.) 


I EHECUTIUE RSSISTM NEEDED 

|ji International company has immediate 
|{i opening for an executive secretary. / 
||| assistant to company president. 

|]i Excellent work environment. We ait 
I jit seeking an experienced secretary coin 
|f| mitted to continuity of employment. 

11) Job Requirements : 

El; • Excellent command of English language 
ill - spoken and written. Prefer individua 
|i ; who has English as their native Ian- 
guage. Arabic helpful, but not absolutely 
necessary. 

I{: • Strong secretarial skills including use oi 
pi computer. Current software in use: 

|j| Microsoft Word for Windows, Exce 
Spreadsheet, PC link . 

pj • Sufficient previous experience essential, 
jj; Position requires experienced secretary 
capable of taking independent actiorrin 
hi president’s absence. 

: ? ; • Competitive salary based on experience. 
Hours 8:30 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. , 3:30 p.rri - 
6:00p.m. Saturdaythrough Thursday.. 

For information/interview , 
please contact : 


Gayle blanton 
Tel: 661836 
Fax: 605277 



CARLITO’S WAV 

san 1230. *30. fcis. 

Friday 

cbSdrta 

The Coe Been 

' at UiN ; 


inema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 
CONCORD “1” " 

For those with strong hearts 
Alice Kreig in 


Baby Boom 

Zm 1230. 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10-J0 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:13. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 
LAMBADA 

Shows: 330, 5:10 


I Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUH THEATRE 
Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 
Legal EvantnJ Bmartabmaat 
Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoufl Jalajal, 
Hessen Al Sheer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib, 

For reservation call td.: 618274 - 618275 


Td.: 675571 

HabM Al MasMnl Theatre 


Today a Everyday 
Abu^wwad fci aodal comedy 


Nabil & Hisham's Td.: 625IS5 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya SaSam I 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday is tho theatre’s hoiiday ; 
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Embassies i Jordan-Israel talks 


on aler ! to mov 

against By Kbattab Sa 

'stolen or 

. r . . , AMMAN — The i 

fo ClflPM the October ro 

I Cll 0 1 1 1 Jordanian-Israeli pe 

r-n-vK+r* will move for the fin 

passports tow im, fot^ 

' 1 try sources said on 

Bv Ayman A1 Safadi 'The talks will tt 
Jordan Tun* Staff Reporter “ < * e 0 “”^l o°o k“ 
AMMAN — Diplomatic Mediterranean Sea 



to move to Hertzillia 

By batman to stay in Israel for security 

Special to the Jordan Times re ^j ordaIliaI1 ^ i^ii 
AMMAN - The venue of officials had said in a con- Hiroshima 

M' t o7™S e o 0f f bomber 

J0|^i^feracfi po tato exhibit under 

lS,t:SS ^^spaHofdoa renew ed attack 

^followed by a lengthy WASHINGTON 0 0 - A 


the central city of Heitzii- 


ITa overfooking the Jordanian and Israeli nego- g,e US . plane that dropped 
Mediterreuean Sea on Oct. riatore met for 10 daw at the tire alomfc bonfo ooHuosIb- 


sources said Tuesday that 10 and not as it was Moriah Dead ^ Hotel tn mac^tBidCTrenew^^ 

some Western embassies in announced after the concla- hirae’ ?” d t™* “L™? gressional enwa Monday 

Amman had taken special sto„ of the Tiberias round," £ rd ?“™ of "* °^ d “ 
measures to verify travel the sources told the Jordan S® in . d . » ve - Senator 

documents after confirming Times . „, D ^Si S?- S, in 

that some Iraqi nationals Hertzillia is 30 kilometres thcDead ^SraHotelin introduced a Sra^erooh^ 
were using “stolen or falsi- nort h of Tel Aviv. The Jordan , Hraeli-Jordanian non calling onWashmgrons 

fled" passports to travel to sources added that maybe for F ° r ‘~ 


the West. the first time the Jordanian 

The sources, speaking on press delegation will be 
condition of anonymity, said allowed to sleep in Israel. 


that different kinds of stolen The sources, who prefer- 
passports are being sold in re( j no t to be identified, 
Amman to Iraqi nationals for noted that during all previous 


f^^trirne the Sanian fen Ministry officials were ^ ^ exhibit, which has 

e^de“«atfon ^n£ Sowed to deep in Jordan aro^ the ire of veterans' 

lowed TO fleen in Israel while their Jordanian coon- groups and members of the 

The^sourc^^w'bo prefer- terparts had to return to Sot- gc of Representatives 

J ntfTn he identified dan each day when the talks ♦■por example, there are still 
La ?L durimr .JKSSS were held at the Israeli t^ice as many 

Tcrapii^tfllk^ Moriah Plaza Hotel, photos of Japanese suffering 


prices ranging between I Jordanian-Israeli' talks, ™ n Z ^™« l for I ?° tOS A ° f SmiSS 

I4J100 and $7,oSo. _ ____ Jordanian, jouraalisfa had. to *2?*™%^* STS^SSSKreS?- C* 


Big powers in new Bosnia push 


The sources also said that come back, to Jordanian ter- the \ r accommodations j 
there have been some ri to ties and were not allowed made by Israeli officials. 

attempts to forge entry visas _ 

to some Western nations by _ y i l 1J „ 

“™. e Yemen’s Islah pledges 

West. They added that the 

Kriras'tfd^ed’t. to respect democracy 


“I think this is wrong.” Cri- 
tics say that the pictures and 
text to accompany the exhibi- 
tion of the superfortress bom- 
ber fails to give a balanced 
perspective of the 1945 
bombing that led to the end 
of die war with Japan. The 
bomber, called the Enola 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) - between them and a federa- for the power to be turned- The offirisl , who Mkwlnot training ^‘“rient^tora SANAA (AFP) — The Mus- allimce to bufld a new ruling TlbbS^' fe te'te 

A big power contact group tion of Muslims and Croats, back on. . pover nment had cut sud- law hm fundamentalist party AJ coalition. exhibited by the Snrithso- 

seeking peace in Bosnia be- The United States plans to The utilities situation piS^ Ve S™Seld d ^iTt 'The sources said that IsTah opened its general The jlH»» JjJj man’s Air and Space 


seeking peace in Bosnia be- The United States plans to 
gan a new push on Tuesday ask the U.N. to lift the arms 
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